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BIRTHS, 
On the 17th April. at Ningpo, the wife of the 
- Rev. W. H. Exwin, of a gon. 

On the 28th April, at the Acacias, Robinson 
Road, Kowloon, ti wife of W. Kina, of a son, 

On the 29th Apiil, at No, 8, Camaroon Road, 
Kowloon, the wife of Tana Cus, cf a daughter. 

MARRIAGES, 

On the 8th April, at Yokohama, J. H, Rosry- 
THAL, of Yokohama, to Miss GERTRUDE M. Stzex, 
of New York. . 

On the 12th April, at Edinburgh, Darsy, daugh- 
ter of R. G, Van Someren, of Singapore, to 
Wittiam HaMItto Simpson, MB , of New Zea- 
land. 

On the 19th April, at the Cathedral, Shanghai, 
by the Rev. H. Newcomb, FLorence Lou I8k, 
eldest daughter of W. J. M ADDIsON, of Southend- 
on-Sea, Essex, En gland, to Winuiaw J OHnN, eldest 
son of W. H. Warmszey, of Tientsin, Noith China. 

DEATHS, 

On the 16th April, at Hankow, 
RosEnBaum. 

On the 28th April, at Government Civil Hospital, 
T. A. Giptey, late Inspector of Police, agei 31 
years. ; 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The German Mail arrived, per the steamer | 


Bayera, on tke 26th ulfimo; the French 
Mail of the Ist April is expected to arrive, per 
the steamer Ernest Simons, some time to- 

" morrow, the Srd inst; and the England Mail of 
the 8th ult., is due to arrive, per the steamer 
Simla, on or about Friday, the 6th inst. 


shortly. 


Asama found a Russian 
a 2 from Shantung Promontory. There are 
pro 


EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


News of a great battle on the Yalu, in which 
the Japanese were completely victorious, has 
just reached the Colony. Full confirmation 
arrives, as V.e go to press, by our own and by 
official telegrams. 


Prince Adalbert of Prussia is to visit Peking 
on the 5th inst. : 


The Washiogton *Cabinet has decided to 


exempt labourers for the Panama Canal from 
the Chinese exclusion laws. 


The Russian Admiralty Proposes to despatch 


the Bal'ic fleet by Suez and colliers by the 


Cape, appointing a rendezvous in the Indian 
Ocean. I 


The cruiser * Hattien, one of the two crack 


warships in the Chinese fleet, ran on a rock off 
Filiott Island, near Gutzlaff, on the 25th ult. 
It is feared that she must be a total loss. 


The P. & T. Times says that a German lawyer 


has been retained by the Board of Punishments 
to draw up the new code of Penal Laws for the 


Chinese. He is expected to arrive in Peking 


The Japanese Government states that the 
mine floating forty 


ably many more adrift. Neutral ships are 
cautioned. 


It is understood that Russia's contention 
regarding wirelegg telegraphy (i.e. treating those 
using it as ~p'e:) meets with a good deal of sup- 
port from naval and military men of the mari- 
time P..wers, 


The Government has approved of tha ap- 
pointment of Mr, Edward Guerritz as acting 
Governor of British North Borneo, Mr. E. P. 
Guerritz has up to now held the appointment 
of Sessiuns Jadge at Labuan. 


The Emperor of China’s nephew, Prinos 
Pu Lan, is meeting with exceptional hospitality 
in Washington. Mr. Hay gave a dinner in 
his. honour on the 24th ult., and President 
Roosevelt received him next day. ‘ 


H.E. Yuan Shi-kai has now under his 
command in the North a total force of 36,100 
men. of all arms, consisting of 25,000 Infantry. 
5.750 Cavalry, 3,850 Artillerymen, 1,000 
Pioneers, and 500 Transport Corps. 


His Excellency the Officer Admnistering the 
Government has received the nore telegram 
from Sir Claude Macdonald, HB. .8 Minister 
at, Tokyo :— There is no reason whatever why 
tourists should not visit J; apan, travel and 
residence perfectly safe.” 


An arrival at Hongkong from J apan reports 
that on the 23rd ult, 16 transports and several 
tuwed barges of ammunition passed through 
Moji Harbour. There was a rumour that 
another attack was to be made on Port Arthur 
on the night of the 28th, 


The Russian Government has cent a circular 
to its :epr2rentatives abroad, declaring categori- 
cally that Russia will not accept meédiation to 
terminate the war and will not admit the inter- 
vention of any Power whatsosver in the Russo- 
Japanese negotiations after the war. 


A telegram from Port Arthor to 8. Peters- 
burg says that experiments with submarine 
boats have been a brilliant success, This is the 
first intimation that submarines were at Port 
Arthar, although it was reported weeks ago that 
the late Admiral Makaroff had requested some 
to be sent by rail. 


The Portuguese Minister to Peking is still 
at Shanghai on diplomatic business, arranging 
certain treaties regarding Sonth . China. 
The Vasco da Gama left for Shanghai to- 
day, and the Adamastor goes on the 15th of 
the month, both to meet the Minister aud be 
under his orders at Tientsin, , 


Unofficial telegrams published in 9. Poters. 
burg varyingly report several attem of the 
Japanese to cross the Yalu. According to one 
account, the Russian artillery destroyed the 
bridge thrown across the river north of Wiju, 
but @ force crossed successfully south of Wijn — 
and a portion advancing with a battery to- 
wards T'uenchew was severely repulsed. 


News from 8. Petersburg says that the 
Tsar has refused to accept Admiral Alerieff’s 
resignation for-the present, pointing out that 
at such a grave moment it is the duty of every 
Russian to-forget private differences, The 
resignation has consequently been withdrawn, 
but it is believed to be only a temporary arrange- 
ment pending the arrival of Admiral Skrydiloff, 


The China Times learns that a new rt 
company is to be started from Chefoo to the 
Yellow River. Two steamers havelalready been 
purchased. There are also launelies to run up to 
Hsinanfu with lighters. Cargp will be 
lightered from the mouth of the Yellow River. 
The business of the company is favoured by the 


‘Chinese Government, and the capital invested in 


the enterprise is 500,000 taels. 


The Viceroy of Szechuen has strongly advised 
the Waiwupu not to grant a concession to any 
foreign corporation for the construction of the 
proposed railway from Szechuen to Hankow. 
The Viceroy recommends that the line, which 
would prove of great importance, should ba 
built with Chinese capital, and suggests that the 
Government should provide some part of the 
money. ‘The cost of the line has been estimated _ 
as 20,000,000 taels. : ‘. 


Both in Japan and in Russia the loan ques. 
tion is attracting attention, It is reported in 
Paris that negotiations are proceed! ng for a 
large Russian loan of, -possibly, £3 000,000. 
At a meeting of the Progressive party in 
Tokyo, significant speeches were-made. Count 
Okuma warned the nation to be prepared for 
European intervention and also that on account 
of the great increase of national expendi re, 
it would be necessary to float a post-bellum’ loan 
of £50,000,000. 


; . 

“Russian destroyers, after leaving Gengan , 
the 25th instant, encountered the Japane 
transport Kinshu Maru, 4,000 tons, at sea on 
the 26th. seventeen officers, able 4 soldiers, 
85 carriers and 65 of the crew surren ered, ‘and 
were taken on board a Russian craiser, the 
remainder of the troops numbering. 200 refasing 
to surrender were sent to the bottom with: the. 
ship”. This is the Russian account, The. 
Japanese state that only: 73 perished ‘ in: the 
Kinshu Maru, o 


| 
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' DISPOSITION OF THE CHINESE 
INDEMNITY. 


nS nen my 
(Daily Press 29th April.) 


* Russia's action took, however, a much 
‘f nore offensive tone; she practically forbade 
‘others to demand the. punishment of 
“Tuan. The extraordinary thing about all 

Only the other day, aud then ina way ! “ these pretensions of Russia is not so much 
incidentally, we alluded to the Protocol of | “their extraordinary and unprecedented 
1901 and the manner in which one of its | “nature, as that the Powers concerned per- 
chief stipulations—that providing for the | “ mitted this laaguage to be made use of to 
proper administration of the Harbour Dues | “them. Had Russia been warned off the 


—had been silently permitted to fall into 
oblivion through the benumbing action of 
that most deadly of soporifics, “ Interna- 
tional Concord,”” It is only right to add 
that there is one point on which there has 
been no paralysis, and in regard to which 
the “Concord” has shown itself indeed 
very much alive. We, of course, allude to 
the penalties demanded from China in part 
payment for the damages to life and 
property caused through the crazy escapade 


-of the Empress ‘{'sz’n1, who had usurped, | 


without the requisite strength to- control 
her ticklish steed, the reins of government. 
Wise in its generation, the Concord had 
assessed the damages at £67,500,000 ster- 
ling, but had so manauvred the incidence 
that, while the crime to be punished had 
been committed by Peking acting under 
the inspiration of the Dowager Empress 
and her satellites, the indemnity to be 
exacted was carefully saddled on the pro- 
vinces, who had taken no part whatever in 
the émeute, and. even bevond this had tuken 
active steps to preserve the peace of the 
Empire. Stranger sti!l was the allocation 
of the penalties, which for the most part 
were to be applied in an exactly reversed 
proportion to the losses undergone by the 
several members of the Accord. A table 
of percentages will be interesting, as while 
the other parts of the Protocol were given 
wide publicity, this, which in the clue it 
gave to what was really the ruling feature 
of the Concord, has been steadily suppres- 
sed, even by those whose apparent interest 
it was to have the miscarriage of justice 
publicly exposed. The following were the 
percentage rates which each of the Powers 
forming the Concord were to receive :— 


Russia .., ... 28.97 
Germany .. 20.02 
France... ... .. 15.75 
Great Britain we 11.08 
Japan... ... 7.73 
United States 7.32 
Italy ... 5.91 
Belgium 1.89 
The Rest 1.38 


Actually the amount of Russia’s claim 
was-in ‘sterling £20,003,116 12s, 11d. 
Germany’s of nearly fourtcen million mak- 
ing a bad second. As this was a matter of 
entente it was held on the part of the other 


‘premises when these -rudeuesses com- 
‘ menced, and the insolent demands of her 
‘ representatives been treated with the con- 
“tempt they deserved, we should have 
‘heard nothing more of these pretences.” 
Unfortunately Britain, in her weak but 
honest desire to have in the sup- 
posed interests of peace some settle- 
ment arrived at, took of all others the 
course most especially fitted to hasten the 
| inevitable war by conniving at these glaring 
and inconsistent exactions. The subsequent 
course of events has proved, what at the 
time was shrewdly suspected, and what 
iought to have been perfectly well known to 
the British Government, that Russia, so far 
from being entitled to the countenance of 
the other Powers, had actually been herself 
the first and main instigator of the Palace 
Plot, and had actually gone so far as to 
promise to Li Hune-cxana and his mis- 
tress immunity in case of their expelling 
the British Minister from Peking. Lr was 
too cautious in his methods, and was quietly 
shelved by the more truculent actors in the 
Plot, which eventually fell into the hands 
of bunglers like Yune-Ltv and Tuna Fov- 
HSIANG who made the mistake of rousing 
a general anti-foreign campaign in which 
Russia was included, and against which 
| Kussia was ostensibly bound to act, while 
secretly screening the. chief consp‘rators 
| from the punishment due to their deserts. 
It was for this service, and not for any 
pretended wrong suffered by herself, that 
Russia demanded her twenty million 
pounds; and the ettempt to blink this fact, 
disgraceful as it was to British honour and 
British prudence, has more than anything 
else contributed to the loss of British pres- 
tige inthe Far East; which in turn, by 
paralysing her best ment efforts, now 
unfortunately too late, to bring about more 
wholesome conditions, has rendered neces- 
sary the present war. In it, it is hardly 
necessary to add the honours are not 
Britain’s, and we hope the lesson of our 
previous diplomatic bungle will not result 
in our again tying our bands in the 
entangling meshes of another pretended 
“Concord.” Unfortunately, judging from 
recent utterances both on the Continent 
and at home, the warning is mor? than ever 
necessary. 


Powers to be “bad form” to ask any ques- , 
tions. The use made of these pretended : 
indemnities has betome matter of history. : 
While the greater number of the Powers pro- ' ERIE 
‘ceeded to divide the amounts amongst those (Daily Press, 2nd May.) 

who had been the actual sufferers, these{ The Hongkong General Chamber of Com- 
two proceeded to use the indemuities in still] merce has,eit is satisfactory to note, 
further weakeuing China. Russia on the declared, in no uncertain manner, its inten- 
security of the capitalised amount at once | tion of urging on the prosecution of the 
raised a loan of some fifteen millions sterling, | desired railway communication between this 
which she applied to warlike preparations || Colony and Canton. The Committee 
in Manchuria, under the false pretence of || had not, as yet, taken up the question, pro- 


THE KOWLOON-CANTON 
RAILWAY. 


sufeguarding her new railway; while Ger- 
many, whose credit in financial quarters was 
better, did not have formally to pledge the 
amount, but neverthel-ss made use of the 
windfall in still further pushing her in- 
terests in Shantung. Regarding Russia’s 
actiun in the settlement a writer in reviewing 
a couple of months after its close the events 
of the year 1901 made the following 
remarks, Russia had been using her in- 
fluence in the Accord to screen the worst of 
the conspirators in the Palace Intrigue: 


bably for two reasons: they had no mandate 
from the members, and, being a cosmopzali- 
tan body, it was perhaps considered by 
them that so purely a British question 
should hardly be dealt with unless the 
members generally were in favour of it. 
The Chairman introduced the subject at the 
tail of his speeech as the most important of 
all, though not in the list of those dealt 
with in the Report, and he proceeded to 
speak in strong terms of the vital necessity 
existing for immediate action in the matter, 


ee 
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Mr. Hewerr did not hesitate to advocate 
a subsidy by the Governmént-for the section 
of the railway running through British 
Territory. It would, he admitted, be a 
departure from British Imperial policy, and 
he quoted Earl Percy in proof of this, but 
he considered this was a case that should 
properly form an exception-to the rule, both 
on account of the difficult nature of the 
country through which the line would have 
to pass and also because the delay in the 
construction of the line is endangering the ~ 
welfare of the Colony. .In these con- 
clusions all those who have the interest of 
the Colony at heart—whether British or 
nancBeiesl= ais agree, and it was in that _ 
conviction that the members - present so 
warmly applauded the observations made 
by the Chairman and other speakers 
present. 

The quotation from Messrs. Inperr & 
Co.’s circular made by Mr. BE. S. WHEALLER 
was also, very strikingly to the point, 
Referring to the Shantung Railway, 
it said:—‘A feature which is becom- 
“ing rapidly noticeable in the Northern 
‘trade is the transference of business from 
“Chefoo to Kiaochau; the facilities for 
‘loading. and unloading cargo there and 
“the rapid transit by rail to the interior 
“are creating an exodus from Chefoo and ~ 
“the establishment of the same hongs in 
“Kiaochau. It is said, that important 
“ markets in the interior cin now be reached 
“in one day whereas formerly the same 
‘class of cargo did not reach its destination 
“under three weeks.” This statement of 
fact is impressive and to the point. It shows 
the absolute necessity for the establishment 
of the most rapid means of communication be- 
tween Hongkong and the interior of Kwang- 
tung, and especially with its greatest centre, 
Canton. It is idle to say that there is no 
prospect of any alternative line being built 
or port founded, but there is really no cer- 
tainty on the subject; and it is the 
peremptory duty of the British Governmeut 
to see that the position of Hongkong as the 
commercial gate of South China is not 
endangered from any quarter. That position 
has been slowly and laboriously built up 
during the past sixty years by its merchants 
and traders, until ongkong has become 
the third port in the Empire in volume of 
trade, aud it should be the constant care of ~. 
the Government to conserve and foster 
that trade. What the German Govern- 
ment have done in Shantung could easily be 
done by the British (lovernment in Kwang- 
tung, but they are not expected to make a 
railway 252 miles long; théy are simply 
asked either to construct a railway twenty 


miles in length threugh British territory, 


or to guarantee interest on such a line. 
Personally we should prefer;to see the 
Hongkong Goverment empowered to make. 
the line to the frontier of the New Territory, 
the Colony and the Imperial Government 
sharing the cost between them, and leasing 
it to the Company responsible for the con- 
struction of the railway from Canton to the - 
British frontier. The -reason for this is 
simple. We want to see a final period 
put to the sickening procrastination shown 
by the concessionaries. It is now five years 
and four months, if not more,| since they 
secured the concession, time enough —as has 
been recently demonstrated—to ‘construct 
railway of two hundred and fifty| niles and 
place it in running order; and not one sod 
has been turned of this which may truly be 
termed one of the most promising railway 
routes in the whole of the Celestial Empire. 
If negotiations are to be opened with the 
British and Chinese Corporation for the 
granting of a subsidy or other arrangement. 
of the kind, more time will elapse before 


{ 


ai ie 


* 18th February, public discussion on the 


felt that it is useless to go on talking when 
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operations can be commenced, and the | step was taken by the Shanghai Chamber's 
threatened danger may become a fact before Committee, which sent-to Hongkong on the 
anything definite has been decided upon, | 25th June, a proposed draft memorial, the 
Tf, on the other hand, the Hongkong | scope of which the Hongkong Committee 
Government will take the initiative and was glad to find had been confined to em- 
grasp this nettle boldly, a commencement phasising the need of « national coinage for 
could be made at once with the line, and | China. Tientsin, on the 15th July, wrote 
this uction would stimulate the concession. expressing agreement with the Hongkong 
aries of the line from Canton to take ad- and Shanghai views, with one slight amend- 
vantage of their concession and not run the | ment providing for the closing of the pro- 
risk of having it cancelled in favour of some | vincial mints, Hongkong, however, urged 
More enterprising capitalists. Whatever is | the substitution of « absorption" for 
to be done should be done quickly, however, | « closing” and carred the point. The 
for the matter will admit of ho further memorial accordingly was altered and on 
delay. To impress this fact on the Colonial the 6t ‘August was forwarde! to HE. 
Office, would it not be well to call a public | Mr. E. H. Conger, doyen of the Diplomatic 
meeting of the colonists and ask the | Body at Peking. This document ran as 
ActTINnG (¥ovEENoR to preside? It ig well follows .— “3 
known that Mr. May shares the views so| “ We, the undersigned Chambers of Com- 
forcibly expressed by Sir Henry BLAKE on | merce of Shanghai, Hongkong, and Tien- 
the eve of his departure, and in a matter | “tsin, respectfully beg to bring to your 
of such trancendent importance to the | « notice the serious disabilities under which 
Colony, we think that the Government and | this Country labours hy. reason of the 
the community should join hauds to attain | “ violent fluctuations in the gold value of 
the desired end. ‘The Chinese Community | “ silver, and the pressing need thereby oc- 
will also, we are sure, co-operate to bring | “ casioned for the prompt introduction of 
about 4 really imposing demonstration in |“ reme‘liul measures. : 
favour of the railway, and one that would : “In approaching this subject we are fully 
assure the Imperial Government of the | ‘aware of the difficulties with which it is 
| 


urgency with which it is regarded. “surrounded, but while in no way seeking 

' “to minimise these difficulties wa venture 

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  : “ to think that if the Treaty Powers shew 

AND THE CURRENCY QUESTION, | “their desire tu render to China their ayn. 

sa | “‘ pathetic assistance, she may be encouraged 

(Daily Press, 27th April.) | ‘‘to take the initiative in endeavouring to 

Since Mr. CHamBeRLain in August Inst | “ extricate the country from th» financial 

wrote to the Hongkous Government hig | « confusion into which it has drifted and to 

despatch with reference to the resolution on | « avert the ruin which further inaction 
the currency question passed by the mem- | “seems to threaten, 

bers of the local Chamber of Commerce at|  « Under Clause [I. of the Treaty recently 

a special g neral meeting on the previous ‘| “concluded with Great Britain, China 


“agrees to take the necessary steps to pro- 
“vide for an uniform National coinage, and 
‘it is in the fulfilment of this clause of the 
“‘trealy (which t+ be effective must include 
“the absorption of the provincial mints) 
“that we recognise the preliminary step to 
“the much needed reforms. 

“It is hardly necessary to point out how 
“essential it isto the Powers carrying on 
“trade with China—and no less to China 
““herself—that this question of an uniform 
up by Downing Street. But we are glad | “coinage, us a preliminary step to the 
to see, nevertheless, that the Hongkong | “ establishment of a currency on a gold 
Chamber of Commerce has not dropped the { “ basis, be taken in hand at once, nor, on 
question. In the report to be presented | “ the other hand, to demonstrate the dangers 
at the annual meeting this afternoun, .it | “ attendant on delay. It is only too well 
will be seen, the subject is dealt with. The | « known by traders that the constant 
report remarks that it ts no doubt too early | “ fluctuation of silver, converting asit may, 
to expect that any material result has been | « profitable contract into an ultimate loss, 
attained, up to the time of wiiting, in the | “ engenders a feeling of insecurity in all 
direction of furthering the cause of currency | “ commercial transactions which cannot tail 
reform with the Chinese Government. But | “to hinder the expansion of trade. 

Joint efforts of the Hongkoyg,Shanghai,and| « Moved by these considerations and feel- 
Tientsin Chambers cannot be entirely in | “ing contident that whatever measures may 
vain. As is shown by the report, and still |: « subsequently be found to he desirable or 
more fully in Appendix H to the report, it || feasible, the first step is the establishment 
was the Tientsin Chamber which made the ||« of a national coinage, as provided for by 
first advance, writing to Hongkong on the “treaty, we respectfully beg that the re- 
25th of lust May, stating that it was con | « preseutatives of the treaty powers in 
sidering the dralting of a memorial t» the| « Peking lose no opportunity of urging 
Diplomatic Body at Peking ou the subjec | « upon the Chinese Government the im- 
of instability of exchange and its disastrous | “ perative necessity of taking this matter in 
effects on China’s trade. The Tientsin Com. | « hand without delay.’” 

mittee had good reagon for believicg that A short letter of acknowledgement was 
the Chinese Government was takirg | received from Peking, the Diplomatic Body 
action, and ther fore sugges :dythat the | expressing itselt as.“ highly interested ” 
two southern Chambers sHould join the | and “ greatly appreciating the efforts and 
Tieutsin Chamber in a memorial, The | zeal” of the three Chambers. And there, 
Hougkong Coumittee, however, seeing the | as far aa we know, the matter rests. But 
difficulty of the proposed memorial, which it is impossible that the memorial can fnil 
would probably necessitate the Committees | to hasten in some degree that promised 
discussing the terms very fully, advised as | reform of China's currency to which we in 
a first step the establishment by China of Hongkong are forced by those who govern 
@oH .uniform natioual currency, as was | us to look for our own future relief from 


provided for by Article XJ. of the 1902 the difficulties of an ever-fluctuatiog ex- 
(Macxar) commercial treaty. The next! change. 


subject has practically ceased. It has been 


the home authorities have declared their 
belief in the inexpediency of further dis- 
cussion at the present stage on the possibi-: 
lity of a gold standard in Hongkong aad 
have pronounced that it is “out of the! 
question ” to consider Hungkoug apart from | 
Chins in the matter. There has appeared 
no way of getting round the position taken 


A LIBEL ON HONGKONG, 


(Daily Press, 25th A vil.) 

It another column to-day je republish 
from the London Daily Newe & sensational 
article entitled -“ A Plagué Voleano,” 
written by Surgeon-General G. J.H. Evarr, — 
who in the years 1896-1898 was Principal 
Medical Officer to the British troops in 
Hongkong and China. We dv not quote 
this article because we wish to endorse the | 
statements made therein, for ‘we can but 
consiler many of them most mischievous 
and harmful—of such a nature, in fact, that 
they should never have been published in a 
journal likely to have influence in a wide 
circle of people: It is true that the Daily 
News is now a notoriously violent and 
undiscriminating partisan of a-certain class 
of “Liberal” ideas, and that among its: 
heroes is Sir Wintram Hazcovegt, the author 
of the comparison of the | peste Chinese 
immigration to South Africa ‘with the 
Middle Passage of slavery days. We should 
not expect, therefore, to find a judicious 
statement of facts on any debatable question 
in the columns of the Daily News. But for 
such a mass of exaggerations, such an out- 
burst of “yellow” journalism, we were not 7 

repared. Now we do not deny—it would 

be foolish to do so—that Hongkong is an - 
overcrowded and insanitary city, that in the 
summer moaths its climate is enervating, 
aud that plagué has-had for some years a 
strong hold upon it, though this year there 
have been up to the present only a few 
sporadic cases, several of them demonstrably 
imported. But this is different from say- 
ing, ps Dr. Evart does, that “human 
imagination fails to conceive the overprowd- 
ing and the filth of the conditions under 
which the Chinese workers dwell”; that 
there is nothing “ to compare for downright 
degradation of life equal to that to which 
the splendid Chinese workman is exposed ” 
in Hongkong; that for eight months in the 
year “a most exhausting damp heat pre« 
vails”, that this Colony is “a plague 
voleano, ever belching forth the flames and 
the fumes” of plague; or, in short, that 
Hongkong is a “ Hell.” Such statemeuts 
are simply untrue. We have certainly 
never posed as defenders of locat sanitary 
arrangements ; in fact, we have always been 
foremost in condemning the many faulte, 
and have borne a part in the agitation which 
finally led to the Public Health and Building 
Ordinance now in operation. We cannot be 
accuse therefore of attempting to whitewash” 
the authorities of this Colony or to minimise 
the sins of those who allowed the city of 
Victoria to grow up as it has grown, in 
defiance of the laws of health, We must, 
however, most emphatically protest against 
the dissemination of what, if written by 
anyone but an honourable man, could ay 
be called deliberate misstatements. 8 
have only mentioned above a few of the 
absurd exaggerations in Dr, Kivarr’s indict. 
ment. We might go through the article 
nod point out many others equally gross, 
were it worth while. But it is not. The 
article bears on it plainly the stamp of 
scaremongery. Its headlines alone would 
be enough to show that. Designed as an 
argument against the importation ‘ of 
Chinese labour to South Africa, it is'doubt- 
less effective. But is it an honest argu- 
ment? We may be prepared to agree 

itis a mistake to take Chinese labour to 
South Africa; but this would not justify us 
in painting an absolutely unreal ‘picture of 
Hongkong, “the depot of plague -sup ly.” 
Dr, Evatr appears to us to have lent him- 
self to an unworthy attempt fo prejadice a- 
case. Therefore, although no one ‘is more 
earnest than’ we are in the cause of sanitary 
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reform in Hongkong, which now we believe 
is being seriously if tardily undertaken, and 
though we have opposed the importation of 
Chitese coolies in South Africa if any other 
expedient can be found, we nevertheless 
mist repudiate Dr. Evart’s barmful and 
unjust libel on thia Colony, which in health 
statistics ranks high in the East. The 
Surgeon-General may have been writing of 
Hongkong as it'appeared to him in 1898, 
Even if that be so, he damages his case by 
sensational exaggeration; and he has no 
right to apply his remarks to Hongkong of 
the present day. e trust that the readers 
of ¢ Al: os will not form their 
- opinions of this Qdlony from what Dr. 
VATT says. vu 


BRITISH POLICY AT WEIHAIWEI. 


cre 
(Daily Press 28th April.) 

In the. correspondence columns of the 
London Times at the end of Murch, Admiral 
C..C. Penrose Firzgeratp brings up 
again or rather joins in the resuscitated 
discussion of British policy at Weihaiwei. 
The Times special war correspondent on the 
Haimun, telegraphing by the new wireless 
apparatus from Chinnampo on the 2st 
ultimo, denounced this policy os “ casual in 
the extreme,” a criticism which inspired 
Adiniral FirzaErrap to write. The Admiral 
bas particular reasons for so doing, seeing 
that his opinions, with those of his chief, 
Admiral Sir Epwarp Seymour, have been 
quoted in the House of Lords. As he points 
out, Admiral Seymoour,- serving at present 
on full pay, is not permitted.to publish his 
--opinions ; but he himself is not under such 
restrictions. Admiral Firzgeracp stat:s 
that bis views are still unaltered from what 

they were three years ago, when the 
Government asked for them; he cannot 
answer for Sir Enwarp, but at any rate in 
1901 both were adverse to holding Weihaiwei 
in an absolutely unfortified condition. 
They thought, continues Admiral Frrz- 
GERALD, that the cecision to keep the British 
flag flying on the island, even if we only 
called it a sanatvrium and a watering-place, 
but with a certain amount of coal, other 
stores, hospital, playgrounds, &., withiu 
ninety miles of Port Arthur, but without a 
single gun mounted to protect the place 
even against a cruiser raid, was to create a 
strategically false position, as the admiral 
in command of the station would either have 
to haul down the flag, destray the stores, 
embark the sick, and “cut and run” on the 
first threat of war, or else he would have to 
tie his squadron to the place to protect it. 
Admiral Fitz@ERavp is glad to be able to 
quote Admiral Fremantie, who was for 
three years in command on this station, 
who ulso endorses the Times correspon- 
dent’s opinion. He then proceeds to 
demolish the statement of Sir James 
Hope, produced hy Sir Spencen WaLPoLe 
in defence of the Government, that 
both Chefoo aud Weibaiwei are worth- 
leas. He says that, while Ch2fuo is out of 
the question as being a treaty port, the 
conditions at Weihaiwei since Sir Jamzs 
Horse visited it forty-four years ago have 
so changed.as to render his opinion at that 
time irrelevant to the present. The harbour 
has been deepened, and the water question 
has been solved. Adwiral Firzaezratp 
agrees with the Times representative that 
in Weiliaiwei.we possess the finest harbour 
inthe Yellow Sea, for thnt is so not only 
actually, but. still more so potentially ; 
if you want to make ao extra berth fora 


battleship at Weihaiwei you huve to dredge |: 


out about 3ft. of mud overa given area, 
and if you want to increase the accommoda- 
tion.of Port Arthur to the same extent you 
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must dig out 30ft. of the same material, or 
anything else there may bo underneath it, 
as the available area is mostly dry at low 
water. In fact “any comparison between 
Weibaiwei and Port Arthur is as the 
Guildhall ‘to a rat-trap.” The letter con- 
concludes, ‘‘ My idea of the proper policy to 
be pursued with regard to Weihaiwei may 
be summed up in three words—Fortify or 
quit.” : 

Now it is certainly remarkable that these 
three, Admirals Seymour (three years ago, 
at least), FirzgeRaup, and Fremantte, 
who have all been first or second in com- 
mand ef the British Fleet in China waters, 
have all expressed themselves strongly 
against the policy of the non-fortification of 

| Weihaiwei, and that this policy neverthe- 
less has been decided on by Great Britain. 


But, in justice to those who directed the 


policy in question, we must allow that in 
Admiral Sir Cyprian Brincz, who only 
last month retired from the China com- 
mand, they have a very strong advocate. 
In the same number of the Times in which 
Admiral FitzGeraup's communication ap- 
pears, there is u very able letter signed 
simply “J. R. T.,” in which great im- 
portance is attached to the opinion of 
Admiral Bripez, whom the Times has 
described as “entitled to speak on such a 
subject with the high authority which 
belongs to intimate local knowledge, to wide 
naval experience, and to a strategic insight 
and historic grasp which place him in 
the very front. rank of living writers on the 
teachings of naval history and the principles 
of naval strategy.” These remarks of the 
Times, it may be remembered, occurred in 
an article on a paper read by Adwiral 
Bripce before the United Service Institu- 
tion at Hongkong in February, 1903, on 
“The Supply and Communications of a 
Fleet,” which vigorously supported his own 
advice (9 the Government against the organi- 
sation of Weihaiwei asa secondary base for 
the supply of stores, ammuuition, and coal to 
British warships in North Chinese waters. 
“J. R.T.” then develops the argument—not 
new, but still potent—that Weihaiwei’s 
proper defence is a predominant fleet, with- 
out which no fortifications would enable it 
to hold out. He says:—‘ Poit Arthur and 
“ Vladivostock have been fortified at great 
“cost and heavily garrisoned: Suppose, 
* instead of spending the money on brick- 
“laying, Russia had devoted it to such an 


* increase of her naval power in Far Eastern: 


““ waters as would have given her undisputed 
“command of the area of maritime conflict 
“with Japau. Is it not certain that in such 
“a case no Japanese sailor or soldier would 
“ever even have set eyes on Port Arthur or 
“ Vladivostock, still less have been in a 
“ position to attack and possibly to capture 
“them?” The argument, though clever, 
strikes us as a little specious. No one 
would wish to see the Fleet here anything 
but sufficiently powerful to inspire respect. 
But it cannot be guarante-d against all 
accidents, and an unfortified Weihaiwei 
tnight, in some conceivablo circumstances, 
be exposed to risks which would not threaten 
a: place fortified sufficiently to stand a 
blockade. However, we havo no wish to 
intrude on a controversy between experts. 
It merely seems to us strange that some of 
them, most able men with Far Eastern 
experience, should beso very strongly op- 
posed to the Government view. 


The latest Bangkok papers announce the 
death of the mother of the Queen, H.H. Chow 
Khoon Chom Manda. —At the ‘first day of the 
April Race Meeting Mr. W. A. G. Tilleke’s 
stable secured four “firsts,” including the 
Revenue Farmer's Purse of 400 ticals. 
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FRANCE AND SIAM. — / 


—_-_+~@——_—— 
(Daily Press, 26th April.) = ¢ 

The much-vexed question of Franco-Siamese 
relations seems at last really close to 
settlement. As our readers. know, & new 
treaty has been concluded and only waits to 
have its terms put into operation.. The 
abortive agreement of 1902 which, favour- 
able though it was to France, did not satisfy 
the French Colonial party, has been super- 
seded by another giving France further 
privileges, and the outcry of the grasping 
Colonials, if not entirely silenced, seems at 
Teast deprived of force. M. Ertenwn, the 
well-known writer on France’s foreign affairs 
had ina number of the Dépéche Coloniale 
early in March ano article in which he 
pointed out the advantages of the new 
treaty. A great argument of the objectors 
was that France agreed to evacuate Chanta- 
boon—in accordance with the treaty of 
1893! In that year, when France dnd Siam 
signed a convention, it was stated at the 
end of the document that France would 
continue to occupy Chantaboon until the 
execution of the stipulations of the conven- 
tion, “arid particularly until the complete 
and pacific evacuation of. the Siamese 
posts established both on the left hank -of 
the Mékong and on the islands in the river, 
as well as those in the provinces of Battam- 
bong and Siem-Reap and within en. 
miles of the right bank of the Mekong.” 
Now Siam claimed very soon after the signa- 
ture of the treaty that she had fulfilled the 
conditions, but France has persisted in the 
occupation of Chantaboon in spite of all 
protests In 1902 she promised to give 
back to Siam this guarautee of good be- 
haviour as she considered it, but of course: 
the 1902 agreement, fell through, and Chan- 
taboon still remains French. The Colonial 
party have made vigorous denunciations of 
the idea of surrender, stating that France, 
has spent about 12,000,000 francs in public . 
works there, all of which will have been 
wasted if the place is restored to Siam. 
They have algo alleged that Chantaboon is 
important to the defence of Indo-China in 
view of the war proceeding between Japan 
and Russia. ‘Apparently they think that 
Siam will be emboldened by Japan’s 
success to attack Indo-China—truly ridicul,, 
ous though the idea may seem to us. 
However, M. EriznNe pays little attention 
to such a suggestion, and says that Krat, 
the port on the coast further south, which 
by the new treaty is to be given to France, 
is worth at least as much as, if not more _ 
than Chantaboon, which is not a protection 
to Cambodia or to Indo-China generally. 
Iu his opinion the great disadvantage of 
the old treaty was that it left quite vaguely 
defined the frontier between the Great Lake 
and the sea. Krat now, however, becomes 
French, and while the 25-kilométre neutral 
zone of the treaty of 1898, sacrificed by the 
treaty of 1902, is still formally abandoned, 
the new treaty offer compensations which 
have their importance. Siam, it is true, has 
access now to the Mekong, but France 
receives concessions in the chief trading 
centres of the right bank. Railways may — 
be constructed along the river wherever 
navigation is impossible. Likewis» the 
grave question of French protégés, a fruitful 
source of irritation between France andSiam, 
is now settled. A very important conces- 
sion made by Siam is that concerning:the 

licing of the provinces of Angkor, Battam- 
bang: and Sisophon. The police service 
will be Cambodian, under F'retich officers, 
which would seem to be tantamount to the 
recognition of local self-goverament under 
French control. If France, therefore, pushes 
through rapidly the railway system asked 
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for by M. Brau, Governor. 
China, and improves the river routes, these 
provinces will become commercially depen- 
dent on the French possessions in the 
neighbourhood. In fact though M. Errenne 
does not make a point of this) the process 
of absorption of the three provinces into the 
Indo-Chinese Colony of Paine is likely to 
start as a result of the new treaty. All that 
Siam can hope to get from it, on the other 
hand, is the long-promised restoration of 
Chantaboon and a cessation of the open 
hostility of the French in Indo-China. 

As is well known, the new, Anglo-French 
agreement did not fail to take into con. 
sideration the views of the two great Euro- 
pean neighbours of Siam. We have heard 

-no aetails of the understanding on this 
point, but according to the outline furnish- 
ed by Reures in his telegram of the 11th 

. instant, the two parties, “disclaimingall ideas 
of annexation of territory and being resolved 
to abstain from anything opposed to existing 
treaties, agree that their action shall be expr. 
cised freely iu the spheres of influence east 
and west of the Menam basin respectively,” 
It may be remarked that such language 
looks rather ominous for Siam. The “ free 
exercise of action in spheres of influences ” 
—the spheres defined by the Anglo-French 
declaration of January, 1896—will not leave 
Siam much say in the matter of administra- 
tion of territory outside the Menam basin 
itself, But unfortunately Siam is so weak, 
and her best friends see so little hope of her 
regeneration, that her dependence, more and 
more, on her neighbours seems inevitahle. 


HONGKONG JOTTINGS. 
————~) 
(Daily Press %5th April.) 

Unless he be a Chinaman. I suppose there is 
no one living in Hongkong to-day who can 
claim to have been a resident in this “isle of 
fragrant waters” ever since it became a posses- 
sion of the British Crown sixty-three years ago. 
I think I am correct in saying that the oldest 
resident, both as regards age and length of 
residence, was Mr. Dorabjee Nowrojee, who has 
left the Colony during the past week for Bom. 
bay. He was over eighty years of age, and had 
resided in Hongkong for fifty-two years. He 
started one of the first bakeries in the Colony, 
and has for many years held the contract for 
supplying the needs of the British fleet in these 
waters in that connection. But old residents 
will remember him chiefly by his connection 
with the Hotel business, and also as the founder 
of the Kowloon ferry service. At one time Mr. 
Nowrojee was the lessee of the Hongkong 
Hotel, and later of the Peak Hotel. He started 
the old Victoria Hotel at the corner of Pottin- 
ger Street, and when that building was pulled 
down, he opened the New Victoria Hotel. 
Later, on completion of Queen's Buildings, he 
acquired a lease of part of the block and opened 
the King Edward Hotel. Even this does not 
exhaust the list, for the Kowloon Hotel pro- 
perty also belongs to him. Until about a year 
ago, Mr. Nowrojee was keeping in fairly good 
health, but latterly he had been confined to his 
bed by the infirmities of old age. His departure 
from the Colony the past week was marked by 
many. evidences of the respect and esteem 
generally entertained for him among the Parsee 
community, and the best wishes of a ve large 
. circle of friends of all nationalities go with him 
on his return to the land of his birth. 


The great interest taken in the subject of 
public band performances in Hongkong may be 
Judged by the anxiety of residenta to express 
their views in the columns of the Daily Press. 

have no desire, however, to join in the fierce 
contest between “ Semibreve,” “Gold Lace,” 
and others, for fear I should receive some of the 
acrimonious letters which the Editor has decided 
not to give to the-public. It is fairly evident 
_ that the. civilian portion of our population does 

enjoy. the military. bands and “wants more.” 
There is tobe.a performance by the Foresters 
on the Parade Ground to-day ; but undoubtedly 
_ the Gardens. are. more. popular venue. It is 


Last Tuesday's entertainment by the Hansa’s 
excellent band was 
unseemly, 
It was rather unfortunate that the 
Club's first meeting should not have been 
| favoured with propitious weather on mented 
| There was good sport. the fields were fairly 
‘ large. and dividends at the Pari-mutuel pre 
satisfactory. The only thing lacking was clear, 
bright weather. There is no doubt the dull. 
lowering aspect of the sky kept many people 
away ; indeed in the early part of the alistivon 
the rumour got abroad that the gymkhana had 
been postponed. and thisgmust have affected the 
attendance. I trust the Club will have better 
j luck next time. 
1 


| IT saw a paragraph on Saturday with regard 


q 


ito forthcoming publications by Hongkong | 


| authors. Ax it was not quite correct, I may 
state the real facts. There is a book of poetry 
{or verse—for I shall not try to forestall the 
erdict of posterity) by a Hongkong official, 
Which should by this time have been issued by an 
Oxford publisher. There is also u prose transla- 
ion of Cantonese love-songs by another junior 
official in the Government here. This has been 
advertised already. so that it is no breach of con- 
fidence to reveal that the author is Mr. Cecil 
Clementi, Assistant Registrar-General. The 
| publisher of the latter is the Clarendon Press of 
| Oxford, 


The difficulties under which the Fire Brigade 

lave to carry out their work owing to the want 

Of water from the mains are made worse by a 

| habit the Chinese have of opening all the ‘taps 

1in the yeighbourhood whenever tho water is 
turned into the mains. thereby reducing the 
pressure toa minimum so far as the hoses are 
concerned, and making the spread of the fire 
easy. This was very apparent ut the fire in 
Bonham Strand West yesterday morning. It 
was about fifteen minutes hefore water could be 
got from the mains, and when it did come, in- 
stead of being at full pressure it was wofully 
weak. I suppose the taps in every Chinese 
house within the radius of a mile were running 
full force. filling every available ressel. 


The new ordinance to provide for and regulate 
the employment of pilots will be a really very 
good thing for mariners visiting this port. 
The many vessels employed on coastwise trade 
do not require pilots. nor do a large number of 
less frequent visitors, but, on the other hand. 
master mariners coming to Hongkong for the 
first time like to have agsistance in finding 
berths for their ships. The P. & O. and some 
companies employ their own pilots, but the 
majority of craft requiring outside guidance 
bargain with Chinese boatmen in the offing. 
Last’ week. for instance, the skipper of 
a steamer from Japan—he had never been 
to Hongkong before—was asked £¥ by 
a Chinaman to. bring his ship in. The 
Captain replied that he would stay outside 
altogether rather than pay such an exhorbitant 
sum, and the Chinése boatman brought his price 
down to £5, which was agreed. On landing, 

6 Captain was very disgusted to find that the 
usual price was twenty-five or thirty dollars 
Mex. 


(Daily Press, 2nd May.) 

The past week has seen a measure go through 
the third and final reading in the Legislative 

uncil which should be of the greatest benefit 
to this Colony. I refer, of course, to the Peak 
Reservation Ordinance, which is now law unless 
some fatal influence at Downing Street undoes 
the work of our local legislators. That this 
may not be the case is earnestly to be hoped. 
The ordinance has been through its due three 
readings and has been received in a sensible way 
by the representatives of the Chinese com- 
munity. ‘These gentlemen have recognised that 
iti is to the general public welfare that 
Europeans should have a small area in which 
they can live more or leas in accordance with 
their own home conditions. They have there- 
fore raised no foolish race-ery with which 
embitter the discussion. This aspect of the 
question has happily never arisen. The pro- 
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' ties not undo the good work ! 
{ 
i Colonel L. F. Brown, of the Royal Engi- 
| Deers, who was in command of the Garrison 
{here before the coming of General Hatton, 
gave public expression recently to his high 
opinion of the value of the New Terri and 
particularly of the slopes of Taimoshan 
as a manwuvring field for ‘troops. There 
‘is no doubt that the uplands of the 

| Territory form an ideal place for such & purpose, 
Most of the numerous high hills ; 
would make excellent health-rasorts for Hong- 
kong residents. At the present time the only 
drawback is the difficulty of conveyance. But 
| for this, I believe there would havebeen a 
‘sanatorium or hydropathic established in the 
| district some timejago. If once the railway or 
‘tramway is ‘constructed through the New 
Territory such anjinstitution should be among 
the first. attendant developments. 


In certain circlés in Hongkon just now it is 
& subject of discussion whether the new Cricket 
Club pavilion being erected at’ the City Hall . 
end of the ground is going to interfere with the 
public right of way across the pitch. As is 
well known. the Government, requires the 
entrance gates at all four corners to be kept 
open during the daytime. As the new pavilion 
is being built right athwart one of the present 
xates there is a danger according to some 
observers that it may interfere with the public 
privileges in the matter of the use of the ground. 
If entrance is to be made through the building 
itself directly from Queen's Road there should 
certainly he an extra gate provided clear of the 
club-house for the use of the public who may _ 
desire to walk across the field or to witness the 
matches on it. 

Hongkong for s small place (as far 
European community is concerned) is not 
destitute of literary talent. I mentioned last 
week that a book of translations from Cantonese 
love-songs|by Mr. C. Clementi was announced, 
and that another Government official was about 
to bring out his poems. The latter author is 
Mr. R. F. Johnston, as a local paper stated ; but 
The Last Days of Theodovic was not, I believe, 
written in | office hours, as suggested by that 
Journal, bu before Mr. Johnston reached Hong- 
kong. Another Hongkong poet seems to have 
arisen, to judge by a short poem in the Daily 
Press of Saturday. Really the last lino of Mr. 
Anderson's “ Red Sea” is worthy of Kipling ; 
but perhaps the author will not thank me for 
the inevitable comparison. But he challenges it 
by the dialect’ which he adopts. 


aq ite 


T have alluded before to the noticeable lack 
of !games among Chinese boys. Pedal shuttle- 
cock appears to be the leading favourite. 
There is another, however, that one may see 
practised in quiet by-streets. It is a sort of 
trial of strength. Two boys grasp the ends of 
a bamboo pole, and standing erect and using one 
leg as stay each tries to dislodge the other from 
his standing place by pushing the pole straight 
from the shoulder. There seems to be 8 knack 
in it, for sometimes a little fellow will force back 
an opponent considerably heavier than himself. 
Chinese boys, by the way, have taken very 
kindly to some of the European games, parti- 
cularly football, in which , pastime small armies 
of tatterdemalions may be seen engaged any day 
at the Happy Valley. 


I often wonder whether there is much a 
in the practice that obtains at the Naval Yard, 
the Docks, the Kowloon Godowna, -and other 
big works, of searching tho employees as they 
pass out of the gates. The Indian watchmen 
perform the searching operations in what ap- 
pears to be a somewhat perfunctory fashion. 
Certainly the Chinese do not submit: to the 
ordeal with a very good grace. It Must be a 
humiliating thing for a. respectable: mechanio or 
tradesman to have to submit-to be searched, and 
as for the coolie class, there could not boa batter 
incentive for them to become thjeves and adopt 
every wile to hoodwink the searchers. 
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At the Robinson Road-Chater Road corner, 
Kowloon, there is a building site now used as a 
vegetable-garden. I am told that during wet 
 weather—and the south-west monsoon is near at 
-hand—the place is unendurable. What with 
odours from sodden leaves, and warm vapours 
from loose earth, to say nothing about the mos- 
quito-breeding facilities, neighbours, it is said, 
have a distinct grievance. At any rate, the 
Sanitary Board should investigate the matter. 
As the weather of late has not been very wet I 
cannot judge myself, although I visited the 
garden. In dry weather, certainly, there is not 
much amiss. One cannot advocate Chinese 
vegetable gardens in town. 

BANYAN. 


THE WAR. 


— 
[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS. | 


Lonpon, 28th April. 
A Japanese detachment has crossed the 


Yalu by @ pontoon from a point to the 
South of Wiju. 


~“Lonpow, 28th April. 
Admiral Skrydloff has started on his 
journey eastwards. 


TRLEGRAMS TO 8H-NGHAI. 

We take the following telegrams from the 
N.-C. Daily News :— 

“Tokyo, 17th April—The Customs official 
at Syongchin reports that Russian troops have 
arrived: there, but their number is unknown. 
Russians are appearing at Kyougsyong, destroy-, 
ing the telegraphs. ‘I'he situation is disquieting. 
The Japanese Consulate and residents at 
Syougehin have retreated to Gensan.” [Syong- 
chin and Kyongsyong are both in the far north 
of Corea, in the provinoe of North Hamkyong.] 

“Tokyo, 18th April.—it is reported from 
Gensan that 33 Riassiad cavalry reached 
Syongchin on the morning of the 16th instant, 
and immediately occupied the telegrap’ office. 
This is considered here as ouly a diversion on 
the Yalu operations. The ceparture of the 
Japanese Consulate and 58 residents from 
Syongchin was made at the eleventh hour, but 
most composedly. Two Canadian missionaries 
and a Japanese pastor ere remaining at 
Syongchin.” ae 

“Tokyo, 17th April—Yesterday the Japanzse 
Government despatched a steamer to Sakhalin 
to bring back the Japanese who have been win- 
tering there.” 

“Tokyo, 19th April_—Japan’s military pre- 
parations are steadily proceeding aad the 
Japanes3 military spirit in North Corea is 
running high. The abattis, the wire entangie- 
ments, and the mines laid by the Rassians on 
the right bank of the Yalu are regarded by the 
J apanese as child's play.” : 

“Tokyo, 18th April.—It is stated on good 
authority that the military situation has been 
advan by four months, thanks to the com- 
mand of the sea having been obtained more 
early than was expected, and to the smart move- 
ment of the Japanese troops. This has un- 
doubtedly caused a considerable disturbance of 
the Russian plans.” 

“Tokyo, 18th April.—‘n reference to the 
latest engagements at Port Arthur, it is under- 
stood that the laying of the mechanical mines 
on the 12th and 13th inst. was a resumption of 
the rather unsatisfactory attempt on the 10th 
of March. The Russians app:rently ignored 
them, and thus incurred the disasters that befel 
them. lt was a wonderful piece of work. The 
steamer Koryo Maru, commanded by mining 
experts and supported by destroyers, satisfac- 
torily submerged the mines amidst excessively 
great dangers compared with those incurred in 
the blocking business.” ; 

“Tekyo, 20th April—It is gathered from 
despatches received from Sasehothat the enemy's 
searchlights at Port Arthur, hitherto four in 
number, have been increased to six, but the rain 
and wind onthe 12th and 13th instant suited 
the Japanese. destroyers snd torpedo-boais, 
_ which approsched the harbour more closely than 

ever. ‘The: Russian dereteer Bestrackni 

received Japanese shells in her engine-room 
and sank in a few minutes. The Petropavluvsk 
also ‘sank from striking a mine, smoke and 


-had to be made to warm them. Approaching 


steam rising up from her for several minutes. 
Thereupon the crews of the Japanese destroyers 
all stood up and clapped their hands 'oudly.” 

“Tokvo, 20th April—-Upon hearing of the 
death of Admiril Makaroff, tho Japanese 
men-of-war held a memorial rervice. It is 
reported in the despatches from Saseho that the 
martial spirit of the squadron is running higher. 
Officers and men, including the Admiral, are 
drdased for action aven in the open sea, and 
neyer get regular sleep; yet their health is 
unaffected.” 


"Tok: 0, 20th April.—It is reported from 
Gdisan that 35 more Cossacks arrived at 
Syongchin yesterday afternoon, and immediately 
burnt the Japanese houses there.” 

“Tokyo, 2ist April—lt is reported that 33 
Russians who arrived at Syongchin on the i6th 
ingtant hav« reached E+ukchyong, midway 
between Syongching and Gensan.” 

bao Qist April.—It is reporied that ths 
sudden sinking of the Petropavlovsk was due to 
her striking the mine forward of her powder 
magazine.” 

| Tokyo, 2lst April—The Japavese people 
ave perfeotly free from excitement. Tue 
‘prevailing idea abroad that the utterances of 
the Japanese Pres: already suggest. a relap3e 
into the chronic disease of pig-headed hatred of 
Western nations is entirely unfounded. The 
enlightened sections of the population urge that 
a |victorious end of the war does not imply any 
sues in Japan's moderate and reasonable 
demands with regard to religious tolerance. It 
is. urged also that the existing system is a4 
ste as possible, and the Government is taking 
pains to uphold this principle.” ; 

i“ Tokyo, 21st April.—In thea latest engage- 
ent, the temperature at the time of the 
Sapartar of the destroyers and torpedo-boats 
far Port Arthur was 20 degrees below zero. 
The crews were able to stand the cold them- 
selves, but the compas:es congealing, endeavour 


the harbour without any lights, they skilfully 
leiaed the enemy's searchlights, which the 
Japanese bombard: d as they passed, after com- 
pleting the laying of the mecha:.ical min’s, on 
the forenoon of ithe 13th instant. The Port 
Arthur batteries were unable to fix the range, 
owing to the very close approach of tho Japa- 
nese. The fighting capacity of the Russian 
squadron is now reduced by eighty per cent, and 
it is believed that Port Arthur will be d.s- 
perat. ly defended by the shore batteries.” 
i Pcxing, 22nd ,April.—Several telegrams 
received from the Tartar Generals of Kirin and 
Féngtien provinces have stated that the Russiaa 
Government is vexing China whenever and in 
whatever way it can find a chance. The in- 
clination must ke to make Chioa abandon its 
attitade of neutral.ty. The Chinese Govern- 
ment seams to have decided to take a strong 
policy agains: Russia. A few days ago the 
Government telegraphed to Vicoroy Yuan Shi- 
kai to makes war preparations secretly, and at 
the same time telegraphed to General Ma in- 
atructing him to keep a quiet and careful watch 
and await later orde-s. A Chinese from Chao- 
jang states that General Ma's troops in that 
place are estimated at thirteen battalions, and 
it is believed that as soon as fighting breaks out 
between Russia and Japan near Newchwang, 
General Ma will transfer his camp to Chinchou 
to prevent the escape of the Russian troops.” 
“Tokyo, 22nd April.—The proposal is gaining 
strength to transfer the Imperial headquarters 
to Hiroshima.” 
_ “ Peking, 23rd April.—Seventeen mechanical 
minus have beep laid by the Russians in the 
Liao river, covering a distance of five miles 
between the forts and the mouth of the river. 
They are operated by electricity from the forts 
Twenty-eight guns aud two search-lights Lave 
een pat up on the forts. A foreign journalist 
who has arrived from Newchwang states that 
the Russian troops near Newchwang amount 
altogether to about threo thousand men and 
sixty guus. T.:e Russian troops over all Man- 
churia do not exceed 170,000 in number.” 
ie Tokyo, 24th April_—According to Viceroy 
lexieff's report dated the 22nd, there was 
another skirmish on the Yala on the 21st inst., 
near Y ng-ampho. Forty Russians who were 
on board three junoks were re ag | th 
Japanese who immedia‘ed repulsed them. ‘I'wo 
Japanese were killed, three Russian privates 
were killed, -n officer and cleven privates badly 
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injured, and an officer and fonr private 
slightly injured.” _ 
THE GENSAN AFFAIR. 

As we suggested’ in our leading artio'e on 
Saturday, furthér details pat a different com- 
plexion on the incident of the sinking of a 
Japanese. transport at Gnsan. We have 
received from Mr. Noma, the Japsuese Consul. 
the following copy of a telegram received by 
him on Saturday :— ; 

“Tokye, 29th April. 10.55 p m. 

‘ As the 9th Company of the 37th infantry 
regiment (on peace strength) were returning to 
Gensan on the transport Atnshu-maru, regis- 
tered tounage 2379, after reconnoitring Yiwon 
and the neighbourhood of the province of 
Haugyongdo, they were stopped, at 11.15 pm. 
on the 25th inst., off Sinpho, by threa Russiau 
cruisers and two torpedo-boats. The cruisur 
Rossia then approached close up to the Kinshu- 
maru, ‘The captain of the transport, accom. 
panied by the supsrint nding naval officers and 
two others, went on board the Rossia, where 
they were apparently detained. ; 

“The enemy gave an hour's respite for sur- 
render, but the soldiers, in strict discipline, 
oheying an officer’s order, refused. At 1.3a.m., 
the enamy discharged a torpedo.:whereupon our 
soldiers, forming themselves into line on deck, 
exchanged fire with enemy, during which many 
of our officers and men perished. At about 2 
a.m., another torpedo was discharged, and hit- 
ting engine-room split the trahsport into two. 
Some coolies and merchants had previously 
taken to boats, and were subsequently joined by 
some soldiers. Afte- explosion, boats then 
rowed to the westward, and after indescribable 
sufferings the men reached Sinpho on the 27th. 
They wera 45 petty officers and privates; 6 
coolies and 3 merchants. Most of the crew 
and the coolies appesred to have been taken 
hy the enemy. All military, except above men- 
tioned survivors, believed to have diad. Death 
of Company consists: 2 captains, 2 first and one 
second lieutenant, one ensign, 73 privates, and 
two interpreters” Of surviving soldiers, ten 
slightly, one serious y wounded.” 

. THE RAILWAY AT NEWCHWANG 


In a letter from a Newchwang man which we! 


have seen he says the place is alive with repor- 
ters who have nothing to do but report a lot of 
“rot and-lies.”’ The rumour that all the engin- 
eers on the Chinese Imperial railway had to 
retire on Kopantsze was untrue, the report hav- 
ing emanated from Chinese sources. A fort- 
night ago the trains were still’ running. 
What the railway people intended to do was to 
give the Russians no excuse whatever to take 
the line. Orders have been issued-that the en- 
gineers have to keep as near the firing-line as is 
consistent with safety, and if Yingkow gets too 
hot to drop back a mile or two, stop the trains 
short, and run toand fro with a shunting engine, 
getting all available news regarding the move- 
ment of the belligerent forces and bringing -it 
to the telegraph office. All the spare rolling 
stock, engines and engineering plant have been 
sent well into the interior for safety, so that if 
the Russians do commandeer the railway there 
is nothing for them to work it with. The 
Hunghutse sre guarding the Sinmingting 
Railway for the Chinese, and swear vengeance 
on the Russians if they do take it ; and as there 
are 7,000 of them all well armed—though 1,000 
have only Mauser pistola—with plenty of 
ammunition, they will be a difficult lot to tackle. 

It is a wonder, says the correspondent, that 
the Japanese have not cdéme to the neighbour- 


in troops and making entrenchments, bat all on 
the south of the town and the Russian railway ; 
nothing but patrol is done on the north side. 
T wo of the engineers of the Chinese yn eter 
Railway were arrested as spies but were released 


children have left. Martial law has been 


removed from the Harbour. 
THE COSSACES. 

A Japanese officer, who has had a chance of 
meeting the Cossacks in North Cores, has re- 
cently forwarded the following report to the 
Government. The Cossacks do not carry any 
baggage. They eat fowls raw and even candles 
when Garey The Coreans are 


The Cossacks wear overcoats of soft leather 
lined with sheepskin, and often camp outside of 


i 
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hood yet. Every day the Russians are pouring ~ 


after the usual apologies. AJl the women and 
declared and the light-ship and buoys have bean 


by . 
the primitive state of living of the. Cossacks. 
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cottages, without going inside. They might 
almost be likened to wild beasts. They live 
shepherds, and lie down in the field. Thoy 
therefore travel fifty miles a day without 
difficulty, and it is hard work to capture them. 
Their horses are often fed with rica instead of 
iProper food. The speed of thé horses is not 
“much superior to that of the Japanese hor O8 ; 
but the Cossacks can travel faster than the 
Japanese over the hills, through forests and 
_ over rough coun The Cossacks are timid, 
_more afraid of death than was expected. This 

View has been confirmed by peveral reports 
received from scouts: During oar 


at Teishu on the 28th ult. the Coskacks were fully 
aware of the inferior position’ of the Japanese, 
but they utterly failed to take the aggressive. 
After two hours’ firing they retreated suddenly 
on seeing the advance of the Japanese Infantry. 
Lieutenant Yugami with twenty men was able 
to hold his position against sev. nty or eighty 
Russians during the engagement. This may 
be regarded as proof of the Japanese soldiers’ 
courage; but on the other hand it shows the 
Cossacks’ lack of a.warlike spirit. 
WABNING TO VESSEL8 BY RUSSIA. 

The following information, received officially, 
regarding action taken or contemplated by the 
Russian military and naval authorities in the 
North, is notified in a Government Gazette 

_ Extraorainary :— 

1. Submarine mines having been laid at the 
mouth of the Liao River, vessels entering the 
port of Newchwang are required to observe the 
regulations the Russian authorities have 
enacted. 

2. If vessels do not show lights within the 
fighting sphere by night or flags by day, or fail 
to reply when warned bya gun to answer 
tari they will be treated as enemies, and 
saok, . 


RUSSIA'S STRENGTH AT PORT ARTHUR 
AND VLADIVOSTOCK. 
The following report about the strength of 
the Russian land forces in Port Arthur and 
environs is the latest to hand :-— 


Third Infantry Brigade . ... 8,000 men 
Seventh ,, i ie . &000 
One Company Cossacks ... 150 


Two Companies Artillery... ... ... 600 
Two Battalions Sappers and Miners 1,000 


Heavy Artillery—one brigade... ... 2.400” 

Half Battalion Sappers and Miners 300 

Torpedo Corps—one Company 200 ,, 
Total 20,650 


In Vladivostock it is stated that there are at 
the present moment 8,000 infantry, consisting 
of the 29th, 30th, 3lst, and 32nd regiments, 
b: sides a brigade of heavy field artillery. 

' THE FIRST ACTS OF HOSTILITY. 

A report from the local officials at Wiju to 
the Corean Government shows that Rossian 
troops-began to cross the Yalu into Corea on 
the Znd February and fom that date until the 
lith February the number crossing totalled 
4,500. ‘‘hree thousand of these remained at 
Wija, 1,000 moved to Chhosan, 108 miles above 


Wiyn, and 500 proceeded towards Anju. Thus’ 


it appears that Russia commenced acts of war 
four days before the rupture of diplomatic 
relations by Japan. 

THD “ PETROPAVLOVSE ” LOSSES. 

The Tokyo authorities have received particu- 
lars regarding the casualties on the Kussian 
flagship Petropaviovsk, which was sunk on the 
13th inst :—The Commander-in-Chief ; 3 senior 
flag officers ; 10 junior flag officers ; Vice-Com- 
meander; ‘3 Lieutenants; 1 Chaplain and 596 
sailors, including petty officers, were killed. 
Tbe Commander and one officer escaped, serious. 
ly wounded. Grand Duke Cyril, 5 officers and 
33 petty officers and sailors also escaped, but all 
were more or less injured. 

MI-CELLANEOS. 

Extra sentries have been guarding the 
Russian Legation at Peking lately. 

A Tokyo telegram states that Lake Baikal is 
already opened and steamers have been able to 
cross. If true, says the P. & T. Times, this is 
unusually early, and in view of the present 
weather we hardly credit it. It is possible that 
the ice-breaker has been at work. 

The Russians are buying up all the obtain- 
sble coal in Fengtien, being willing to pay even 
a fair price for hard coal. The Tartar General 

- protests against such supplies being furnished, 
but his protests are of course in vain. 


a 
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CHINA: OVERLAND TRADE REPORT: 


Mr. Kreuther, of the Russo-Chinese Bank, 
has been appointed French Consular Agent at 
Noewohwang. 

H.M.S. Espiegle's departure from Now- 
chwang was the signal for some cordial ex- 
pressions of regreton the part of all nationali- 
ties, as the best of relations has been preserved 
between the Russian uwuthorities and community 
and the gunboat. M. Grossi, the Civil 
Administrator, and all the Russian au‘horities 
took leave of the boat in person. She would 
doubtless Lave left earlier, but it is believed she 
remained cn until the qualified acceptance of 
Martial law by Great Britain was indicated, and 
also to emphasise the fact that Newchwang is 
s{illa treaty and nota Russian port. Russia 
has given assurances of consideration for British 
interests in the port which the British Govern- 
ment have accepted, and that at the conclusion 
of the war full treaty rights shall be restored. 

It is now stated—the source being an Italian 
Press agoncy—that in the Iste successful attack 
on the Port Arthur squadron, ending in the 
destruction of the Petropavlovsk, the Japanese 
fleet was concealed among the islands of the 
Miaotao Gronp, in the Chili Straits, and 
intercepted the retreating Russians. 

L’Echo de Chine has a tole_ram from its 
Chefoo correspondent, stating that the Japanese 
have disembarked troops af Kinchou to the west 
of the Yalu. The tlegram is somewhat 

uzzling since no Kinchou is known in the 
immedia'e neighbourhood of the Yalu. Au 
important city cf that name is situated at tho 
head of the Liaotung Gulf, in close proximity 
to the railway, and this would tbe a good deal 
west of the Yalu. 


HONGKON : .EGIS: ATIVE 
COUNCILi.. 


—————_ 


A meeting of the Legislative Council was 
held on the 26th ult. in the Council Chamber. 
Present :— 

His ExcenLency THE OFFICER AD- 
MINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT. F. H. May. 
C.M.G. 

His ExceLtency Masor-Generat VIL- 
LIERS Hatton, C.B. (Commanding the Troops). 


Hon. A. M. THomson (Acting Colonial 
Becretary). 


Hon. Sir H. S. BERKELEY (Attorney- 
General. 
Hon. L. A. M. Jounston (Colonial 


Treasurer). 

Hon. A. W. Brewin (Registrar-General). 

Hon. Captain L. A. W. BARNES-LAWRENCE 
R.N. (Harbour Master). _ 

Hon. P. N. H. Jones (Acting Director of 
Public Works). - 

Hon. Sir C. P. Cuater. C.M.G. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, C.M.G. 

Hon. WEI A Yox. 

Mr. R. F. Jonnsron (Clerk of Councils). 

FINANCIAL. 

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on 
the table Financial Minutes (Nos. 24 to 26) and 
moved that they be referred to the Finance 
Committee. ; 

The AcTING CoLoniaL SECRETARY seconded, 
and the motion was agreed to. 

The Acting CoLoNnraL Secretary laid on 
the table the Report of the Finance Committee 
(No. 5) and moved its adoption. 

The AcTING CoLONIAL TREASURER second- 
ed, and the motion was agreed to. 

_ PEAK RESERVATION. _ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the third 
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance for 
the Reservation of a Residential Area in the 
Hill District. 

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY second- 
ed, and the motion was agreed to and the Bill 


The Council adjourned sine die. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Finance Committee was 
held after the Council, the Acting Colonial 
Secretary (Hon. A. M. Thomson) presiding. 

The following votes were approved :— 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE. 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of 
$2,000 in aid of the vote, Public Works, Extra- 
ordinary, to meet cost of erecting a public 
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urinal on the northern side of the hill close ‘to . 
the upper tram station at the Peak. 
TREASURY EXPENSES, 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to yote a sum of 
$3,280 in aid of the vote, , for the 
following Staff required from 1st ay to 3lst 
December, 1904, to collect Crown Renf, ete:, in 
the New Territories — ; . 

: ‘PERSONAL EMOLUMENTS, 

Clerk * at $600 per annum ... —8400 
2 clerks * at $480 per annum each= 640 
For Taipo ¢ 2 clerks at $600 per 

annumeach.. .. ... .:. ...== 800 
For Taipo ¢ 2 clerks at $480 per 


annum each... 


—_—— $2,480 
OTHER CHARGES. 
planense “Colector ae) 
MS sae see eee tee Or ieee 800 


. $3,280 


* Temporary Shroff ($480) and Aasistance 
($144) under vote Treasury not now required. 

+ Shroff ($540) under vote Colonial Secro- 
tary’s Office not now required. ; 

CLEANSING TANKS. 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended fhe Council to vote a sum -of 
$5,100 in aid of the vote Public Works, Extra- 
ordinary, to meet the cost of supplying and 
erecting sixteen tanks in Nos. 9 and 10 Health 
Districts, Victoria. 

This was all the business. 
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IN COREA. 


——————_--_ -@ 
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. | 
SEOUL-—-A STUPENDOUS CESSPOOL. 
1 Seonl, 16th April. « 

The streets of Seoul are covered several feet 
thick with the accumulated filth of centuries, 
and now the Corean authorities have suddenly 
started trying to clean the place completely in 
aday ortwo. It has dawned on them that they. 
ought to assume an appearance of modern civili- 
sation now, and make some show of emulating 
the Japanese. In fact, the Coreans are begin- 
ning to feel ashamed of their dirt in presence of so 
many strangers. There have never been drains 
in Seoul. In several parts of the town old 
streamlets still survive, struggling down from 
the adjacent hills to the big river, struggling 
through huge superincumbent accumulations of 
rubbish and garbage, the deposit of centuries of 
lazy life. These poor little hillside streamlets 
degenerate into a sort of substitute for drains, 
and they are in fact almost stagnant, almost 
waterless -ditches of filth, They might be 
called drains, perhaps. 

But generally speaking, Seoul is in about the 
condition one would e to find in an 
undrained, well-stocked) farmyard that had 
not been cleaned. out in any way for a 
thousand years. The Corean seems to say, 
drowsily, “Why trouble to carry rubbish 
away? Leave it alone, it soon gets trodden 
into the ground, and you will never see 
it again. Then you save so much carrying.” So 
all “matter which is not wanted ” simply stays 
where it happens to fall. A walk through Seoul 
is a wade through orange-peel, fish-bones, 
eggshells, rotten cabbage, dead rats, mangy 
dogs alive in more ways than one—these are a 
few of the predominant, features of the Corean 


capital. 

Buildings there are almost none at all. There 
‘are mat-huts by'the million. It really must be 
the greatest collection of pigsties in the world. 
I have been a good deal in the interior of 
China, and I thought some of those towns 
reached the very top notch of putridity, but I 
apologise to them. 

Seoul is, in short, a city of hovels. The 
Imperial Palace would be considered not very 
glorious for a district magistrate in the pros- 
perous sections of China. The great Temple of 
Heaven, which I suppose is the No. 1 josshouse 
of Corea, is shabby and bare and discreditable 
compared with the Man Mo Temple in en A 
kong. The foreign legations, two little hotels, 
the railway-station, and possibly three or four 
other foreign buildings, are all right, and in the 
Japanese quarter there is a fairly good little 
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Japanese town, but the rest of Seoul lis com- 
posed of huts and hovels, from and to end of the 
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I think their predominant { carry about 80 wires, for there is a lot of new 


city. Theyiare not all made of mats alone; 
some are of mud, with lumps of uncut stone 
embedded in it ; and some of the roofs are of 
tile, very rough and poor. And the| Corean 
shops are correspondingly wretched little things. 
Shopkeeping is siete done by Chinese and 
Japanese; and as faras I can see, all’ akilled 
labour is Chinese or Japane too. 


At any rate, if you hear a sound of 
sawing wood, of chipping stone, of hammering 
nails, the whirr of a sewing-machine, any noise 
of active labour, and if you go to kee, you 
usually find it is not a Corean at work! They 


- seem generally to do little else but fetch and 
carry, talk, and look on. : 

-To some readers, the recital of the manifold 
uncleanliness of the Coreans will seem horrible 
and disgusting, and some may think such 
things would be better unwritten. But there is 
need that these things should be known an 
understood, not merely as showing the desira- 
bility of some strong Dower taking this‘country 
in hand, but for the additional reason that the 
conditiona may have an important influence on 
the actual course of the present war. Seoul is 
8 breeding-ground of epidemic diseases. Every. 
year Corea loses many thousands of lives by 
epidemics, and there has practically never been 
anything done to prevent them. Seoul usually 
has the largest death-roll because it is the 
largest dirt-hole. The civilised world is greatly 
concerned when s few hundred people are re- 
moved quickly and almost painlessly by being 
shot, or blown up, or bludgeoned. or drowned : 
it is something that interests people greatly. I 
think it is a matter of greater concern when 
many thousands die, not in a flash of a moment. 
but gradually and with awful sufferings. in the 
agonies of cholera and other scourger. 

The Coresn official records show that there 
were over 370,000 deaths from cholera in 1786, 
{noluding 60,000 in Seoul; the Crown Prince 
was one of the victims. Thirteen years later 
there was another epidemic, of a kind not quite 
clear, but it may have been the “ black plague.” 
In 1815 the land was ravaged by a ‘rind of 
typhus, and 1821 saw one of the worst visitations 
of cholera ever known. In Seoul alone, ten 
thousand people died in ten days, and 
the disease extended ita ravages into 
the following year. Then in 1832 began a 
series of famines and epidemics, chiefly cholera. 
continuing uninterrupted for nine years. 
Typhus again swept over Seoul in 1833, and 
there are men now living who remember see- 
ing the corpses piled in thousands just inside 
the South Gate, awaiting interment. The 
people, desperate with hunger and suffering, be- 
came riotous, and stormed the Government 
granaries, but found that all the grain supposed 
to be stored against famine had been stolen by 
the officials. The Prime Minister was chiefly 
responsible, and had to fly for his life, hiding 
for months in the provinces. This brings the 
terrible record down to the present generation, 
which has been much the same. Ten yearsago, 
the Japanese army fighting against the Chinese 
{n Corea had an immense sick-list, and lost ten 
times as many. lives by Corean epidemics as by 
Chinese bullets. 

Just now, with chilly days and freezing 
nights, germ-life is comparatively inactive. but 
the warm weather is close at hand, and will 
bring out the danger now dormant. Seoul 
lives on the surface of a stratum of ancient and 
modern filth that must be yards deep. In the 
vast majority of the houses there is no 
attempt at sanitation in any shape; but 
merely by usage, one corner of the mud floor 
come to be recognised as the general latrine, and 
the sewage is left to meander out through a hole 
in the wall, at the floor level. Some few houses 
attain the distinction of establishing a cesspool 
just outside, but in most cases the bare ground 
is cesspool enough. The reader may think 
such conditions prevail only among the very 
lowest andspoorest people who have no chance to 


manage better. countries there are ox- 
treme depths of, poverty, here and there un- 
avoidably Vacolatad 6 with squalor and filth. But 


in Corea it. is general. Dirty habits and dis- 
gusting indolence characterise even the highest 
classes 


Yet there is mnch hope, if they are taken in 
hand, for they readily respond to external 
influence. In fact, they seem eager to be 


craving to be dominated, influenced, even bullied. 
Their apathy is only the sprawling of a “ scarlet- 
runner ' where nobody has provided it with a 
pole. They need someone to direct them, and 
they seem the most willing people in the world. 
They only lack a backbone of their own, and 
they seem only too willing to lean on anyone. 

When Marquis Ito was known to be coming 
to Seoul, there was a sudden rush (if such a 
thing is possible among Coreans !) to cleanse 
the Augean stables. The effort was weak and 
ludicrous, but it has shown a good disposition, 
and an augury for better performance in future. 
First, when the Seoul authorities were formally 
notified that the Marquis would come, as a very 
special messenger from Emperor to Emperor, 
it was unofficially hinted that the streets along 
which the distinguished visitor would pass 
were not quite a credit to the nation. So the 
Corean authorities very readily promised to 
have things cleaned up a bit, but they did not 
get to work on the execution of the promige 
till two days before Marquis Ito's arrival. 
Then proclamations were posted all over the 
city, telling the people that the streets 
were disgraceful and must be cleaned. It 
is characteristic that the proclamation was 
ia on plain slips of common paper. with 
na official heading. no Government seal 
nor Imperial coat of arms. no distinguishing 
mark at all. It has, in fact. neither heading 
nor signature. Translated, it reads about as 
follows :—" Dirt is disgraceful, therefore all 
householders must clear their street-fronts and 
gutters by the 18th of March. Thisis an official 
proclamation which must be obeyed or there will 
be penalties.” That is all. And the Coreans 
eathorsd in wondering crowds, staring at the 
placard on the wall, and hazarding guesses what 
it might be about, till some clever man came 
along who could read. He would spell it out 
aloud. laboriously, and interrupt himself at 
intervals with a running fire of comment. and 
the rest would listen and sometimes all talk at 
once. They are great talkers. and their language 
is one of those that use up a laryze number of 
words to express any idea. Ten words of 
English need fifty of Corean. 

There isa similar ratio of words to deeds. 
If. there are to be ten men working there must 
be' fifty to look on and talk. That is how the 
cleansing of the city proceeded. A spade. for 
instance, takes five men to handle it; one is 
captain. and holds the spade, while two have 
ropes tied to it and help to tow the spade through 
the soil. and the other two men are to look on, 
and take alternate spells at pulling the ropes. 
This is the way fields are tilled, and it is 
the way the garbage is being scratched up 
in the streets of the metrepolis. The spade- 
blade is about the size of a wing-room coal. 
shovel. and some spades have a crew of seven 
men. Out of curiosity I timed one crew of six; 
they lifted into a basket about two cubic feet of 
rubbish in twenty minutes. About every five 
minutes all hands would knock off work to 

igcuss the weather, or the futility of human 
effort, and to give their nether garments another 
hitoh. Seldom can you see half a dozen Coreans 
together but at least one of them at any given 
moment must be hitching up his trousers and 
readjusting his waistband, for these people tie 
themselves together so negligently that they 
never stay tied long. 

hese gangs of coolies have been working in 
various parts of the city. listlessly digging up 
the dirt from roadside ditches and piling it in 
heaps on the roadway. It was quite a long time 
before they reached the next stage, the removal 
of jthe heaps, and by that time a good deal of the 
ff had slipped baok to where it came from. 
Itjis of the blue-black slimy sort, with an 
effluvium strong enough to stop a clock. The 
workmen carefully stacked this in mounds at the 
street corners in time for the arrival of Marquis 
Ito, and no doubt he regarded the heaps as 
lematic decorations, suggesting “The old 
order changeth, giving place to new.” 
front of the Emperor's palace I saw 37 
men lift one telegraph pole, while nearly 100 
workmen looked on. It was supposed to be a 
g of 150, and they had a Tot of poles to 
p in position, but the whole gang kept to 
one pole at a time, and took nearly an hour 
at|it. It was a big pole, certainly, two feet 
ck at the base, with a heavy top piece to 


ne 


characteristic, even more than apathy, is a | workbeing done in Seoul now, app, peer 
raise the 


iand telephone-poles. The gang wo 

‘end of the pole a foot or two, prop it, and rest 
a few minutes. By the time they had it nearly 
upright, with the foot of the pole resting on the 
edge of the pit dug to receive it, they fond the 
pit was too narrow, and it took about ten 
minutes to widen it an inch or two. The order 
had been issued that all these poles, which have 
been lying slong the roadsides for a long time, 
must be up in time for Marquis Ito to see; 
but it was only possible in the time to get about 
a tenth of them erected. : 5 

Still. it is important to note the willingness 
shown by the Corean officials to do whatever 
they thought the Japanesé would wish. Their 
intentions seem to be all right, and with 
patience and plenty of time all will be well with 
Corea under the Japanese stimulus. ee 

By the way, one of the commonest sights in 
Seoul would afford English working-men food 
for thought. Twenty Corean labourers with 

icks are set to dig up a bad piece of road ; they 
hate arigid rule among themselves that no 
man must work faster than another, “and so; 
when one stops to moisten his hands for a fresh’ 
hold of the pick, all stop; and the multiplied 
delays make the work go more slowly 
than in any other country I have ever 
seen. All picks rise simultaneously, then 
each man slowly looks round to see how 
the rest are getting on. Then the picks, 
poised aloft for several seconds, cautiously 
commence the down-stroke, but nobody dare let 
his weapon come down smartly, for fear he 
should gethimself disliked for spoiling the anison 
of the performance. The coolies are not quite 
clever enough to make all the picks clink 
exactly together, and so at the sound every man 
has to look at every other, to notice which one 
was out of time. The resulting slowness is 
such as “ passeth all understanding.” 

Reverting to the subject of epidemics, there 
is another crying evil that helps to make Corea 
a plague spot; in all the country there is no 
auch thing as waterworks. Surface-wells, visibly 
fouled by surface-sewage, are the main source 
of water-supply in the city, for the river is too 
far. In ‘het cpaiees quarter the wells go deeper 
and are kept pretty clear of drainage. But 
as a rule no Corean would take the trouble to 
dig a well ten feet deep if he found any water at 
five feet, and no such thing .as a filter is ever 
dreamed of in their philosophy. Tea-drinking 
and the boiling of the water would no doubt do 
much to lessen the dangér, but that the water is 
seldom made to really boil, and the poorer classes 
cannot afford to drink tea always. So death 
stalks over the land, and plucky little Japan 
will have to fight a greater foe than the Rus- 
sian arms. 


HONGKONG GENERAL 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 

The annual meeting of members of the Hong- 
kong General Chamber of Commerce was held 
on the 27th ult. inthe Chamber of Commerce, he f 
Hall. Mr. E. A. Hewett (chairman) presided, 
and there were also present Messrs. D. R. Law 
(vice-chairman), J. R. M. Smith, R. C. Wilcox, - 
A. G. Wood, N. A. Siebs, A. Haupt, and H. E. 
Tomkins (committee), Mr. A. KR. Lowe 
(secretary), Messrs. A Forbes, T. Cochrane, 
W. B. Dixon, !A. 8. Mihara, E. W.. Mitchell, 
E. H. Hinds, G. W. F. Playfair, W. D. 
Graham, J. R. Michael, A. Marty, Murray 
Stewart. O. I. Ellis, G. Currie, E. Ormiston, 
E. 8.-Whealler, C. H. Thompson, W. Danby, H. 


Wioking, A. J. Raymond, G. C. Moxon, J. J. 
Leiria, H. P. White, D. E. Brown, W. 8. 
Harrison, C. A. Tomes, H. Skott, and G. de 
Champesaux. 


The Secretary having read the notice 
calling the meeting, : 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen,—The first 
business is a purely formal one—to confirm the 
report of the annual meeting, 1903, and ‘the 
report of a special meeting held on, 12th August, 
1903, with regard to the election of a repre- 
sentative of the Chamber ‘of Commerce on the 
Legislative Council. -The minutes of these 
meetings were published at the time and I take 
it you will hold:them as read. I beg to miove* 
that these. be donfirmed. | ENS oe 


May 2, 1904.] 


Mr. D. R. Law se 
agreed to. 

The CHarmMan said—Gentlemen,—The re- 
ports and accounts of the Chamber for last year 
have been in your hands for some days and wo 
will therefore with your permission take them 


conded, and the motion wag 


convenience I will take the various matters 
dealt with in the report in due order, The 
question of the Brussels sugar convention has 
recently engaged the earnest attention of the 
Committee. In. order that full protection 
under this convention be secured for our 
‘ important local sugar indnstries, certain 
suggestions have been made to the Govern- 
ment here with a view to the possibilities 
of the future rather than to the actual 
needs of the present. At our last annual 
meeting we had to express regret that the 
Hongkong Government declined to accede to 
* our request that all those employed as pilots in 
_ the waters of the Colony should’be licensed. Ag 


The ordinance appears to fully meet 
the requirements of the case and we trust it will 
not he long before the pilots service is placed on 
a satisfactory footing. In August last His 
Excellency the British Minister to China while 
on his return to Peking. was good enough to 
agree to meet the Committee of the Chamber 
and in the report will be found the address 
presented to him which dealt with a 
number of important questions. Sir Ernest 
Satow fully discussed these Various matters 
and expressed his desire to do all possible 
to further the interest of our trade with China 
and his readiness to give full consideration to 
such representations as the Chamber might 
make to him. Last summer the Viceroy of 
Canton being anxious to increase the revenue of 
the Province endeavoured to revive the illegal 
taxation on foreign opium attempted the previous 
year hy his predecessor. The excuse for this 
impost being one very generally put forward by 
the native officials when additional funds are 
required, viz:—The payment of the war 
indemnity. A telegram was at once despatched 
to H. B. M. Charge @ Affaires af Peking pro- 
testing against this proposed violation of treaty 
and, thanks to the prompt action of Mr. 
Townley and the British Consul General at Can- 
ton. the tax has been * suspended * but it is very 
evident that it will be necessary for the Cham- 
ber to continue to keep a careful watch upon our 
tradal relations with China in order to prevent 
the officials from levying illegal taxes when 
pressed for funds. As mentioned at our last 
annual meeting the question of the compulsory 
adoption of gn official code vocabulary drawn up 
by the Telegraph Companies has heen again 
before us and a telegram was therefore sent to 
the London Chamber of Commerce protesting 
on behalf of this Colony against this proposal, 
The objections raised have been so universal 
among business communities that it is to be 
hoped this vexed question has been finally 
disposed of. With regard to the currency 
question, since our last meeting the decision of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies has been 
given, which is to the effect that “It was 
. out of the question to entertain the idea of 
adopting” a gold standard for Hongkong 
while China retained her silver standard.” 
As a first step therefore towards a reform 
of the currency in China a joint memorial 
from the Chambers of Commerce of Tient- 
sin, Shanghai and Hongkong has been forward- 
ed to the Diplomatic Body at Peking urging 
that no further time be lost. in providing a uni- 
form currency for China and the placing of the 
Provincial Mints under the control of the Cen- 
tral Goverment, but it is with regret that we 
find up to the present nothing further hag been 
done in this direction. From time to time 
attention has been directed to the Crown Agent 
system and some correspondence has passed on 
this subject between this Chamber and that of 
Ceylon. Inorder to more clearly form an opi- 
.nion on the matter a series of questions was 
drawn up and presented by our Representative at 
the Legislative Council. While the Committeeare 
not prepared to say that it would not be possible 
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to effect improvements in the working of the sys- 
tem, they are of opinion that it is decidedly to the 
advantage of the Colony that the Crown Agent 
system should be continued. During the year 
under review several questions relating to the 
shipping interests of the Colony hare engaged 
our attention. While it is admitted that 
regulations are necessary for dealing with 
vessels bringing explosives into the harbour, 
the Committee cannot but consider that the 
manner of enforcing the regulations constituted 
an unreasonable and vexatious restriction on 
the trade of the port and that the regulations 
might with perfect safety be modified. After 
considerable correspondence some slight con- 
cession was obtained from the Government and 
it now remains to be geen whether the result 
will prove satisfactory. The question of 
medical inspection of vessels is an old one, 
having been dealt. with by the Committee in 
1897 andagain in 1901. After giving the new 
scheme a fair trial the Committee are un- 
animously of opinion that the time has now 
arrived when the posts of Hhalth Officer of the 
Port and his assistants should be held by 
officials devoting their entire time to the work. 
to the exclusion of private practice ; in fact that 
the system should be here adopted which now 
obtainsin many British Ports where the num- 
ber of entrances and clearances is far smaller 
than in Hongkong, which now ranks as one of 
the largest shipping ports in the world. The 
Committee intend to again address the Govern. 
ment on this subject and trust. that on further 
consideration the reasonableness of their request 
will be admitted. They feel convinced that in 
this matier they can rely on the support of 
all those members of the Chamber who are 
directly interested in shipping. We are glad to 
be able to record that the Government has, after 
considerable correspondence, agreed to effect 
certain improvements in the Signalling of 
storm warnings, and trust that the practical 
expérience which will be obtained during the 
approaching typhoon season may show that the 
change effected will result in all that has been 
hoped for it. One other point affecting the 
shipping requires to be dealt with. refer to 
the tinbooile Immigrants Ordinance. This Bill 
as originally put before the Legislative Council 
was of such a nature as to give rise to the 
greatest uneasiness on the part of those 
whose business it is to protect interests 
of shipowners trading with the Colony. A 
protest against this ordinance was unanimously 
signed by the shipping companies here re- 
presented, and while the Bill was not abandoned. 
as we had hoped might be the case, still very 
important modifications were obtained in com- 
mittee and we can only regret that the efforts 
of our representative in this direction were not 
more successful. I consider it necessary to 
specially direct attention to this Bill. as the 
whole prosperity of Hongkong so largely depends 
upon the facilities and encouragement given to 
shipping to visit the port. I fear that this fact 
is sometimes lost sight of and that from time to 
time attempts at legislation are suggested, and 
not infrequently carried out. calculated to 
impose undue restrictions and expenditure on 
the shipping, which in the aggregate form such 
a tax. either by loss of time or by actual ex- 
penditure, as to tend to discourage shipping 
from visiting the Colony. It must he re- 
membered that the position of Hongkong as a 
distributing centre is not impregnable. This is 
a point which cannot be too strongly urged. 
Turning to questions of a wider interest which 
still-closely concern the welfare of our Colony I 
would refer to the opening of Kongmoon as a 
treaty port. and the establishment of a number of 
ports of call on the West River to the benefit 
of the large and increasing native passenger 
traffic. It is but right that acknowledgment 
should be made of the manner in which the 
officials of the Imperial Maritime Customs 
have endeavoured to prevent difficulties arising 
in connection with the work of opening this 
port and also of the able assistance rendered by 
Mr. Fox. 4. B. M. Consul. (Applause.) While 
on the question of new treaty ports I would 
also mention that the Committee of the Chamber 
has addressed the British Minister at Peking 
with regard to the advantage which would accrue 
to the Colony through the opening of Waichow 
to foreign trade. As you will recollect, Article 
VITI of the Shanghai Treaty of 1902 provided 
for the opening of this city, but as it willfpro- 
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Treaty becomes 0 
der efforts shoul 


I would add 


at in our opinion the Treaty port area should 


also include the sister city 


of Kwaishin,. The 


question of piracy on the West River continues 


to be one requiring constant attention, though 


T am glad to be able to add 


that during the’ past 


year complaints of this nature have not been so 
frequent as in the past. During the last few 


weeks however there have 


been some cases of 


piracy and it is evident that the local Chinese 


officials have 
deal with this evil. 
finally disposing of 


never attempted to seriously 
The only means of 
this. question is to 


break up the piratical villages, the positions 
of which are perfectly well known to the 


Chinese authorities. 


Although considerable 


time has elapsed since the question of the 
removal of the barriers in the Canton River 
was last dealt with officially by this Chamber, 
that matters were - 


we understood privately 
progressing favourably and 
barriers would be removed. 
that in this as in other 


that before long the 
We regret to find 
matters of hope for 


improvement no advance has been made by the 


local Chinese officials. 


While most scrupulously 


exacting due observance of the terms of the 
Treaties limiting our relations with China, the 


native officials 


removing the barriers 
instance of their bad faith, 


consistently evade their own 
obligations whenever possible, 


The delay in 
is yet one 
and it to be hoped 


that the necessary steps will be taken to compel 
the Chinese tio remove these barriers within the- 


time stipulated by treaty. 


The improvement 


in the lighting of the Canton River is another 


question which requires attention and 


e have 


reason to believe that the importance of this has 
not been lost sight of and that steps are being 
taken both by the Colonial Government and the 


Chinese Imperial Maritim 
with it. The great increase 


e Customs to deal 
which has of recent 


years taken place in the steamer traffic between 


Hongkong and Canton re 


nders it more than 


ever necessary that this improvememt should 
be effected with the least possible delay. Pro. 
gress with the new Commercial Treaties with 
China has been slow and the present political, 


situation in the Far East 


facilitate matters in this respect. 


is not calculated to 
The text 


of the New American and also the Japanese 
Treaties has been published and while ob- 


jections have been 


made to 


certain 


omissions in the former, they are both in some 


respects improvements on 


the British Treaty, 


It is satisfactory to find that the payment of 


duties in silver is ensured 
these Treaties. 


under the terms of 


We understand that the Ger- 


man T'reaty will also shortly be ready for signa. 
ture but so far as I am aware the text has not 


yet been published. The 
carried on at home with 


agitation now being 
regard to the fiscal 


policy of the Empire has naturally attracted 
much attention in this Colony, and while the 


time has not yet arrived to 
the question we have good 


deal seriously with 
ground for stating 


that the majority of the British business com- 
munity here is agreed that a change should be 
made so as to place British trade on an 


equality with . its 
markets. 


rivals 
I need only cite as an example one 


in the world's 


section of our business, viz. shipping. It is 
obvious that if we are to hold our position 
against foreign competitors equal facilities 
shold not be granted them with our shipping 
in British ports unless we in turn receive in 


their ports the 


same favourable treatment 


accorded to their own shipping. (Applause.) 
This in the majority of cases is denied-to us, 
The whole question of fiscal reform is as yet 
very much in the clouds but- nevertheless very 


nearly concerns the Colony 


, and the Committes 


will therefore continue to follow closely the 
movement at home and should it ultimately be 
decided to seriously deal with the whole question 
no doubt full opportunity will be offered us to ~ 


ive our views 
g 


on any 


matter which is 


calculated to affect the prosperity of Hong. 


kong. It must of course 


always be borne 


in mind that Hongkong, while a British 


Crown Colony, 


for shipping. Its local 


is chiefly a ade of call 
nctio 


ri ns are 


practically nel and its manufactures limited 


An enormous yolume of 
centage of which is non- 
for distribution to China, 


trade, a large re 
British, oantrea here 
the Phillipines and 


bably be some time before this section of that: 
rative the Committee consi- 


be made to have Waichow 
opened without furthur delay. 
that j 


more . 
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other non-British territories, and consequent 
we must atrain every nerve to attract this 
foreign trade to our port, and we cannot in our 
own local interests therefore regard this question 
of fiscal reform from the strictly Imperial point 
of view which may be possible or desirable in 
other outlying portions of our Empire. I have 
reserved to the last what I think you will all 
agree is to Hongkong the most important 
question as far aa this Colony is concerned that 
has arisen during the past few years although 
it has not aa yet been formally dealt: with 
by thix Chamber. I refer to the pro- 
pored Canton-Kowloon Railway. (Applause.) 
Throughout the whole of China we see new 
railways being projected and in some case 
actually completed. mainly, I rerret to say. 
by the enterprise of those other than British. 
The race ia to the awift and we cannot grudge 
the well earned succers of our commercial rivals 
who under other flags press forward where our 
British investors apparently fear to tread. 
The British investor I am informed on high 
authority does not care to put hix money into 
railways in China and in view of the aid which 
other Governments render their nationals while 
our Foreign Office refuses to give ux equal 
support it is not perhaps surprising that British 
concesrions for railways in China languish 
while we see foreign capital freely spent in 
developing foreign concessions. The Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ix 
reported at a recent gathering in London to 
have made a statement to the following effect : 
—Speaking on behalf of the Foreign Office. 
he says:—-We are alive to the importance of 
railway development in civilixing a country and 
in promoting its commercial development. 
So ites but in China we had not ourselves 
administrative responsibility and the work must 
be done by the fqresight motives and xelf- 
interest) of private capitalists, Thix I think 
fully explains, and in a manner justifies, the 
attitude of the British investor. Whether or 
notthe Under Secretary of State has been correctly 
reported I am not ins position to say but «von 
though he may not have made ure of the worda 
above quoted the policy of the Foreign Office 
as’ understood by us ix here clearly defined. 
The time has now arrived however whan an ex- 
caption should be made to this policy. Ax L 
lave already stated, the prosperity of this 
‘Colony depends upon its maintaining its posi- 
tion aga distributing centre for the trade of 
South China. This being the case it is imper- 
ative that the first railway line connecting Can- 
ton with the sea shonld be the Canton- Kowloon 
Railway. Tf funds for this line, estimated at o 
million anda half sterling, cannot he raised by 
other means, then our Foreign and Colonial 
Offices should join hands. This Colony should be 
allowed to guarantee for a term af years the 
interest on the capital required for the sec- 
tion of the line acroxs the New Territory or if 
necessary should construct and own the line, 
while the Home Government should for once 
in the interests of British trade in China, 
break through its traditions and guarantee the 
interest on the cost of that. section outside the 
Colony. (Applause). The distance ix some- 
where about 120 miles of which one-fifth would 
be in Hongkong territory and the cost of this 
section of the line would be about one-third of 
the whole. The importance of thix question, 
both from a local and Imperial point of view. is 
80 t that { make no apology for dealing at 
auch length with the matter. Since our last 
meeting the war cloud which has been hanging 
over our heads for so long had burst and we 
grieve to see two brave nations involved in 4 
contest which whatever the result may be must 
mean heavy loss in life and treasure to both. Al- 
ready the result of this conflict has been severely 
felt by the business section of this community and 
we hope, not entirely on'‘selfish grounds, that the 
struggle may ‘be brief, tending to shorten the 
period of distress and to minimise the disastrous 
results of the war. Before I take my seat I 
feel I should like to refer to matters of more 
direct personal interest. Our late Governor, 
Sir Henry Blake, after many years spent here 


has now been transferred to another sphere of 


activity. A somewhat unusually long inter- 
regnum has occurred between his departure and 
the arrival of his successor but we wero glad to 
find that H.M. Secretary of State has appointed 
for Administrator so arate and able an 
official a8 the Colonial retary, (Applause). 
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Still another official who while not connected 
with the Government of Hea aria | has been 
closely linked with the trade of the Colony has 
r =r left us. I refer to Mr. James Scott, 
H.B.M. Consul General at Canton. It was 
with sincere regret we bade Mr. Scott farewell, 
particularly in view of his health having so 
seriously suffered during the discharge a | hia 
onerous duties. I believe I am right in saying 
that there ix good reason to fear Mr. Scott 
may not return to China and I take this oppor- 
tunity therefore of placing on racord our high 
appreciation of the energy and ability always 
diaplayed by him in the execution of his work. 
I feel confident that all those members of the 
Chamber who have had dealings with Mr, 
Scott, will readily endorse what I say. 
Applause.) While it is the object of the 
‘hamber of Commerce to deal with all 
questions relating to our trade as they arise, 
and so far ax may be to provide for future 
contingencies, it is well occasionally to 
give a giance backward and to recall 
those who have worked in the past and 
by whose labours we now benefit. 
During the past year a very notable figure has 
disappeared from the scene, and while it is per- 
haps somewhat invidious to make special refer- 
ence to one when so many did good work, still 
the unique position he occupied must be my 
excuse tat mentioning the name of Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir Henry Keppel. Admiral Keppel 
aa we all know specially distinguished himael¢ in 
the earlier days of the Colony by his brilliant 
services under fire, and also against the piratical 
craft which then xwarmed in these waters, while 
later he was very closely connected with the 
hixtory of Hongkong. He hax now passed 
to hix rest full of years apd honours 
leaving behind him a reputation which all 
must regard axa high example of good service 
foarlexsly,rendered in the interests of the Empire. 
We have recently had hefore ux in a for- 
sibls tic perthoadvanlaicare nich lies with thoxe 
who hold the command of the sea and it is good 
on occasion to recall the debt. wa owe to His 
Majesty's xenior service and to remember that 
their presence hero means security to our trade 
in these far distant waters cad ensures the 
safety of all those who dwell under the shadow 
of our wide-flung flag. (Applause) I bes to 
move the adoption of the report and accounts. 
Mr. EB. 8. Waeaiier—Mr. Chairman. I 
have very great pleasure indeed in seconding 
the proposal. I think that from the report 
and the Chairman's speech it must. be evident to 
all the members of thix Chamber that the com- 
mercial affairs of thix Colony haveheen very well 
cared for, and our thanks are due to the Com- 


after those things both great and small. ‘There 
are one or two things which the Chairman has 
referred to which I would like to mention. 
With regard to the question of explosives on 
hourd xteamers I can only say it seems 
dificult to understand why it ix that ‘we 
do not have similar regulations here to those 
that exixt elxawhere. The Government has not 
told us, as far as °I understand. why 
‘special regulations are applied here. With 
regard to the Medical Officer of the Port wa 
have so far asx things po. and can be with a 
gentleinan in private practice, perhaps as 
efficient a xervice ax wacan get, but for one of 
the biggest shipping centres in the world that 
service is not nearly good enough. My 
experience last year when I was travelling —and 
I was in most of the ports in this part 
of the world two or three times—was 
that on most occasions on which I visited 
Hongkong it took an immensely longer time 
than in any port in China or Japan, Manila.or 
Port Arthur or Dalny, for the medical officer to 
got on board the steamer ; and I think that is an 
unsatisfactory state of affairs in one of the 
principal shipping ports in the world. (Ap- 
plause.} Perhaps one of the most important 
points to which reference has been made is the 
currency question. Well. it is satisfactory to 
see that it is not quite asleep. but ax I do not 
understand the currency I will leave that to 
somebody else. The most important thing to 
which the chairman has referred, and it is one to 
which I do not notice any reference in the re- 

rt, .is the question of tho Canton-Kowloon 

ilway. That, I think, is a question of abso- 
lutely vital importance to Hongkong. It iss 
question on which we may find the progress of 


mittee for the way in which they have looked 
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Hoag tone entirely ‘reste. It is a question on , 
whic 


the vitality of Hongkong may depend, 
and I think it is one of those yehioh ¥ we 
should ask the committee to keep careful watch 
on to do everything they can to keep*be- 
fore the Government, and to do all they can to 


‘gee that the present concessionaires do some- 


thing. I believe there is no concession in British 
territory, and there must surely be some way of 
getting some activity pat into thia business. I 
believe that either shortly before or shortly 
after the concession was obtained, about -five 
years ago, aconcession was also obtained for a 
railway from Tsintan to Tsinanfu. I do not 


-think there was much difference between the 


datex. And this railway of 250 miles is now in 
operation, yet nothing is done by tho conces- 
sionaries to build the railway between here and 
Canton. I think this is a vitally important 


question. The China Association at their 
meeting referred to this question, sand 
in their report the question was 


discussed whether the railway should go by way 
of Waichow. But that is a detail. What we 
want is-a railway with its terminus in British 
Kowloon. If seems to me that the railway 
uestion is one of the very utmost importance. 
There is no place in China to which a railway 
iaso important as it is to Hongkong and there 
ig no place where there is leas done to get it. 
(Applause.) I beg to second the motion. 

r. J. R. Micaast—Mr. Chairman,—I am 


sure the members generally will a. with me 
that the record of work done during the past 
year has bean very satisfactory, an the com- 


mittee are to be congratulated upon the result 
of their efforts. Iam very glad to see that the 
heavy fluctuations of exchange, which continue 
in an even aggravated form, are now awakening 
some interest in the currency question. I sin- 
cerely trust that the efforts now being made b 
those affected and assisted by the powerful ad- 
vocacy of the Chambers of Commerce here and 
in North China, in support of the Commission 
on International Exchange from the United 
States of America to frame a workable scheme 
for securing stability of exchange, will soon 
prove successful. ho 
soon learn thata possible basis for the currency of 
China haa been evolved, and that we 
arrive in sight of some settlement of this great 
hindrance to the development of legitimate 
trade. There is another subject in which I am 
sure every person interested in the welfare of 
this Colony must take a keen interest. I allude 


to the projected Kowloon-Canton Railway. We 
want, Mr Chairman; to see thatenterprise removed 


from the domain of projects to that of accom- 
plished facts. It is high time that the railway was 
completed instead of waiting for commencement. 


I hope the Chamber will use the whole weight © 


of its influence with the Government to induce 
them to assist with that section of the line 
which. has to pass through British territory. 
With this at any rate something can be done by 
ua, and the sooner it is taken in hand the better. 
(Applause. ) 

r. WHEALLER—Mr. Chairman, with your 
armission I should like to read apropos of what 
} said just now about the railway question an 
extract from theciroular of Messrs. Ibert & Co., 
dated Shanghai, 22nd April:—‘ A feature which 
is rapidly becoming no ceable in the Northern 
trade is the transference of business from Che- 


foo to Kiaochanu; the facilities for loading and. 


unloading cargo there and the rapid transit by 
rail to the interior are creating an exodus 
from Chefoo and the establishment of tha same 
hongs in Kiaochau; it is said that important 
markets in the interior can now be reached in 
one day whereas formerly the same class of cargo 
did not reach its destination under three weeks.” 
I think that emphasises the importance of 
railways. (Applause. ; 
The CHAIRMAN— 
the remarks made by Mr. Whealler and Mr. 
Michael I can only say that the members of the 
committee ofthis Chamber. fully realise, as 1 am, 
sure we all do, the very vital importance which 
attaches to the subject of the construction of-a 
railway connecting the trunk lines. of Chins 
withthis Colony. AsIhopeI ma beclesrin my 
remarks just now, the question hitherto has not 
been dealt with formally by the committee of this 
Chamber as certain concessions, we understood, 
were still area reas = reggae 
were ‘engs, upon the attempt to carry ou 
their concession. But as it appears to be the 


at-any rate we shall - 


ntlemen, with regard to . 
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wish of this Chamber as here represented that 
-the committee should officially take up this 
question, T can only state that the committee 
or this year, whoever they may be, will, I am 


Written to the Daily Press protesting against 
the imputation levelled by that paper against 


Japan for the discriminating treatment accorded 
in Japan to Hongkong 


quite sure, deal with this very important matter Japanese manufactured sugars, a letter wag serit 
(A pplause,) I may add that I have reason to | to the Consul calling attention to certain in- 
believe that the ongkong Government is as 


fully alive to the importance of 
as we are and that the 
Mr. Whealler Ba now in an extract I thin 

from Mesars. Ilbert's circular are admitted by | 
us all. As business men it is made clear to us 

that any port which is left out in the cold in || 
the matter of railways must go to the wall. 
and Chefoo is a very good example of what 
would happen to Hongkong if we are not the 
first to be connected to China by railway. 
With regard to the currency questien, as you 
know, the Chambers of Commerce of the three 
Latin a La in this part of the world have 

the 


this question 


accuracies in his letter, and the opportunity was 
the 
facts stated by 


taken to point out that, although discrimina- 
tion alluded to in his letter may have been aimed 
chiefly against bounty-fed Continental sugar, it 
obviously applied equally to sugar from Hong- 
kong not bounty-fed and there was wanting any 
levidenca of a desire on the part of Japan to 
|treat Hongkong products ax J apanexsa products 
jare treated in this Colony. 


LICENSING OF PILOTS. 

It will be remembered that a long correspon- 
dence with the Government took place in 1902 
with the object of making it obligatory on the 
‘part of the pilots plying for hire within the 


Diplomatic Body on the ‘waters of the Colony to regi 
r i 0 ' Q gister themselves 
a eee their polite with, and prove their qualifications before. a 


at present; but, as we |! Board having the requisite authority from the 


sympathy || 

all know, the reform of China's currency ix |’ Government to act, and 
t 
i 


: ; although, as was pointed 
provided for by Treaty and it s matter jout, similar regulations wits ih force Aelia 
which will be dealt with very Bromptly with the coxswains and engineers of steam 
by the committee of this hamber, !llaunches, the Government could not then see its 
who will continue to urge the _im- || way to extend the principle to pilots. 

portance of this upon the Diplomatic Body |' The Committee again brought the matter 
until, we hope, at no distant time reform will forward in December last and instanced the 
be acoomp ished. (Applause). flagrant incompetence of the pilot on board the 

The motion was agreed to. 


8.8." Tjipanas”’ when she steamed over the wreck 
iof the “ Pakshan,” which happened to be in- 
differently buoyed with danger signals. The 
|Captain was fined for negligent seamanship by 
the Harbour Master, who would neither re- 
cognise the part played by the pilot nor allow 
thim to give evidence. 
he Government replied that the matter wax 
lreceiving attention, and recently 2 Bill. has been 
‘introduced hy the Government dealing with the 
question. 
BROKERAGE ON 8TOCK& AND SHARES. 
: The committee proposed to the Stockbrokers’ 
[Association of Hongkong that brokerage should 
| be borne by the seller only. as the present system 
in vogue of charging both buyer and seller with 
brokerage precluded the brokers from actin 
impartially for both parties. Unfortunately 
the association wus unable to see the force of 
the argument, contending that the danger of 
partiality would only be accentuated by the 
change inasmuch as a broker might eonsides his 
duty was due more to the seller from whom he 
| Would receive his commission than to the buyer 
from whom he would not receive any brokerage, 
whereas under the present system it is the im. 
perative duty of a broker receiving his commis- 
sion from both sides to see. to the best of his 
ability. that both bnyer and seller are treated 
with the greatest impartiality and in accordance 
with the ruling rates on the market. 


SIR ERNESTSATOW 8S INTERVIEW WITH THE 
COMMITTEE. 


Following the precedent set on former visits 
pf H.B.M.'s Ministers at Peking to the Colony, 
ta Committee took the op rtunity of inviting 
Sir Ernest Satow. G.C.M. +H. B. M.'s Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary in 
China. to meet them and receive an Address on 
the various questions awaiting settlement relat- 
‘ing to the Colony's commercial dealings with 
\China, amongst which were :— 

i Obstructions in the Canton River. 

: Registration of Native-owned Junks under 
Foreign Flags. 

| Piracy on the West River. 

' Inland Navigation Rules. 

, Absconding Chinese Debtors. 

| National Coinage for China. ‘ 

| Payment of Customs Duties in Gold. 

| British Commercial Treaty of Shanghai, 


The CHAIRMAN moved the confirmation of 
the election to membership of the following -— 
Messrs. Goddard and Douglas, Barretto & Co.. 
Lamke and Rogge, E. F. Wilks & Co. Chun 
On Fire ce Co.. Ld., Shiu On 8. 8. Co. 
Id., Osaka Shosen Kaisha. Java-China-Japan 
Lijn, China and Japan Telephone and Electric 

o., Ld, Deacon, Looker and Deacon, Mr. E. 
H. Sharp, K.C., Mr. G. C. Moxon, Mr. A. M. 
Essabhoy, and Messrs D. Macdonald & Co. 

Mr. G. W.F. Prayrarr seconded, and the 
motion was a to. 

Mr. A. Forses moved the re-election of the 
committee for the ensuing year. with the ex- 
ception that Hon. C. W. Dickson (who oes 
home shortly) be succeeded by Mr. W. J. Gres- 
son. 


Mr. J. R. Mic ag seconded. and the motion 
was agreed to. 

This wag all the formal business. 

The CHarrMan thanked the members for the 
honour they had done the committee in re- 


electing them. 
The meeting then ended. 


We understand that at 
mittee held afterwards, 
re-elected chairman and 

hairman. 


¢ 


a meeting of the com- 
Mr. E. A. Hewett was 
Mr. D. R. Law vice- 


The following is the report :-— 
ing the past year. which was somewhat 
encroached upon by 1902 Report. fewer subjects | 
lave sigsied the attention of the Chamber, but 
much satisfactory work has nevertheless been 
accomplished in certain directions. 
8UGAR CONVENTION. | 

A copy of this Convention. which came into 
force on the lst September. 1902, was published 
in the last Report. “Since then much progress 
has been made by the Permanent Commission 
in putting through the necessary legislative 
machinery in order to comply with the terms of 
the Convention. 

As the ial Government undertook;.on 
behalf of the Colonies not possessing responsible 
Governments (of which Hongkong is one) to 
take the necessary measures to prevent bounty- 
fed sugar whishi aa passed in transit through 
the territory of a contracting State from enjoy- 
ing the benefits of the Convention in the mar- 
ket to which it is. being sent, local legislation 


became necessary, and a Sub-Committee, com-. 1902. ; 
posed of the Chairman. Vice-Chairman, and | | Proposed Increase of Taxation on Opium at 
Hon. -C. W. Dickson, was therefore- appointed | Canton. 


to watch the effects 


of the findings of the Per- | |. The meeting took place in the Chamber 


manent Commission on the import and export | Room on the 6th August. and. after the Address 
sugar trade of Hongkong. At the Govern- had been read by the Chairman, His Excellency 
ment’s request various suggestions have been 


herein, taking them seriatim, asking for further 

ormation on several points, of which he made 
otes, and promising to give his early attention 
to all on his arrival in Peking. He concluded 
by expressing his gratification at having been 
aftorded the opportunity of meeting the Com- 
mittee and thus being able to interc ge views 
with them, and addedan assurance of his readiness 


so to discuss the subjects touched upon 


this Colony. The Colonial Secretaty for the 

time being had been appointed aa the “ Fiscal 

Authority” in Hongkong. 

JAPANESE MARKETS AND HONGKONG SUGAR. 
The Consul for Japan in Hongkong having 
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sugars as compared with | this interview will, 
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at all times to consider questions whioh might 
be brought to his notice by the Chamber. 

The Committes have reason to believe that 
strengthen the Chamber's 
future relations with H.B.M.'s Foreign Office 
Representative in China and lead to even more 
ready and sympathetic ‘acquiescence with the 


views from time to time laid before His 
Excellency. 2 
ADDITIONAL TAX ON FOREIGN OPIUM 


AT CANTON. 

A proclamation issued by the Vioeroy’s 
authority with regard to the re-imposition of an 
additional tax on foreign Opium in the Two 
Kwang Provinces appeared in Canton in June 
last, and as prompt measures were necessary in 
order. to prevent the collection of this illegal 
tax. a telegram was despatched to Mr. Walter 
Townley. H. B. M.'s Charge d'A ffaires, Peking, 
protesting against the proposed re-introduction 
in modified form of the tax which 
was successfully opposed after negotiation 
extending over seven months in 1902. Fall 
details Followed by letter. and support also. 
solicited from H. E. the Governor and Mr. 
Consul-General Scott. Energetic steps were 
taken by Mr. Walter Townley and Mr. James 
Scott at Peking and Canton respectively, with 
the result that in August last the Committes 
had the satisfaction of learning that the 
exaction had once more been stopped. 

OFFICIAL CODE VOCABULARY. 

Since 189U the Telegraph Companies have been 
striving toimposeon the Mercantile Community 
of the World an Official Code Vocabulary, and - 
with equal regularity this Chamber along with: 
many others, chief of whom was the London 
Chamber, has strongly protested against such 
an arbitrary measure, which would have had the 
effect of forcing a higher rate of expenditure 
upon those who use cables by restricting the 
number of words and signs at their disposal and 
alxo throw upon owners of private codes great 
inconvenience and expense through the necess- 
ary umendment of their codes, which in many 
cases have been compiled at great expense and 
years of work. . . 

The support of the Home Government Postal. 
Authorities was obtained, and instead of the 
compulsory vocabulary, the International Con- 
ference decided to alter the rules relating to 
codes, and after lst July, 1904, any combination 
of letters not exceeding ten in number will be 
passed as a code-word, provided that it is pro- 
nounceable according to the use of the language 
to which code-words have been limited, ether 
combinations of letters will be counted as five 
letters to the word and the prohibition-of letter 
cyphers which hitherto prevailed, is removed. 

THE CURRENCY QEESTION. 

The resolution passed at the Special General 
Meeting of Members held on 18th Fe ; 
1903. in favour of the Straits Currency Com- 
mission extending its inquiries to Hongkong 
with a view to ascertaining whether reform of 
the Colony's currency arrangements is advis- 
able, was communicated by H. E. Sir H 
Blake to Mr. Chamberlain, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, who in reply referred to the 
resolutions passed at the conference between de- 
legations from United States, China, Mexico, 
and Great Britain regarding the monetary 
systems of silver-using countries and ‘the 
establishment of a National Currency in the 
Chinese Empire, Resolution No. 2 reading as 
follows :— 

* That'a national currency for the Chinese 
Empire, consisting of silver coins which 
shall be full legal tender throughout 
the Empire, is urgently desirable.” 

~ As soon as practicable, steps should be taken 
for the establishment in China of fixed rela- 
tion between the silver unit and gold.” 

Mr. Chamberlain py joins it would be 
inexpedient to appoint a Commission to inguire 
into the Hongkong Currency arrangements as ~ 
it appeared to be out of the question to entertain ; 
the idea of adopting a gold standard of 
in the Colony while China remains a silver 
standard country. : : 

The Tientsin Chamber having. been informed 
that the Chinese Gevernment were anxious. to 
take action with regard to its Currency invited 
the Shanghai and Hongkong Chambers of Com. 
merce to Join in drawing up a Memorial to the 
Diplomatic Body on ied with eg Be ect of 
instigati ietic that Body 
with’ the wine Ot the Chineee Authorities. 


ry 
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Your Committee advised that the first step to- 
wards 8 solution of thia complicated question 
should be the establishment of a uniform nation- 
al currency, as provided for by Article 11 of the 
British Commercial Treaty of Shanghai of 
1902, as until reform in this direction was car- 
_ Fied ont, it would not be possible to gatisfac- 
torily deal with the question of stability of 
exchange in China. The Tientsin and Shang. 
hai Chambers agreed to this courso of action, us 
well as to the proposed absorption, instead of the 
closing, of the provincial Mints, and the Joint 
Memorial from the three bodies was despatched 
. to each Member of the Diplomatic Body in 
Peking, the Doyen of whom replied that the 
Diplomatic Body was highly interested and 
greatly appreciated the efforts and zeal of the 
signatory Chambers of Commerce. Nothing. 
however, has transpired os to what efforts have 
since been made to further the matter with the 
Chinese Government, but it is no doubt too 
early to expect that any material result has been 
attained in this direction at the time of writing. 
THE CROWN AGENTS AND CONTRACTS WITH 
PRIVATE FIRMS. 


The Ceylon Chamber having asked for the 
opinion of this Chamber with regard to the 
working of the Crown Agent System in Hong- 
kong, the Chamber's Representative. Hon. R. 
Shewan, p uta series of questions at a subsequent 
’ meeting of the Legislative Council. and from 
the answéts given by the Government and the 
Report of the Commission appointed by H.E. the 
Governor in 1901 to inquire into the working 
of the Public Works Department, the Com- 
thittee came to the conglusion that the cost to 
the Colony through the employing of the Crown 
Agents was not incommensurate with the ser- 
vices rendered. The advisability of all Govern- 
ment supplies being purchased locally was dealt 
with, and the view expressed that public works 
of “a special nature or of urgency’ might be 
entrusted to private firms. The Ceylon Cham- 
ber's reply contained an expression of thanks 
for the information sent from Hongkong. 

PROHIBITION OF COOLIE IMMIGRATION 

AT SINGAPORE. 

The Committee of the Singapore Chamber 
wrote in June last explaining the reasons which 
had prompted it to support the Government in 
connection with the prohibition of the immigra- 
tion of coolies from Hongkong on account of 
Xe prevalence of Plague in this port end inguir- 

ing whether some means of examining Chinese 
passengers could not be devised of so stringent 
a nature as would reduce to a minimum the 
chances of Plague cases occurring on the voyasre 
or on arrival at Singapore. After full considera- 
tion, a reply was sent expressing the opinion 
that no examination would be adequate to 
prevent Plague occurring on the voyage, and 
pointing out that the profit on the trade would 
not permit of any further expenses being 
incurred by the steamship owners here. A 
suggestion was made that if Chinese labour is 
nece to supply the labour market of the 
Straits Settlements, it might be of advantage to 
found a segregation camp on one of the 
numerous adjacent islands from which the 
transfer of the coolies into Singapore could be 
regulated in accordance with the requirements 
of that Colony and at the expense of the 
employers of labour there who profit by employ- 
ing Chinese coolies. 

There is reason to believe that the Singapore 
Government recognises that the only way out 
of the difficulty would be the adoption of some 
such system, as the Chamber of Commerce there 
recommended the extension of the existing 
quarantine station and segregation camp on St. 

‘John’s Island. 
EXPLOSIVES ON BOARD 8TEAMERS IN 
THE HARBOUR. 

The Government were approached with the 
object of restricting the disabilities under which 
steamers ing small quantities of dangerous 
goods are under on arrival in the Harbour. The 
fact of the port being free emphasized the belief 

_ that at least similar regulations might be applied 
as are in vogue at the Treaty Ports of China, 
but the Government could not see its way to 
go as-far in this direction. Some concessions 
were, however, granted, the value of which 
depend on the promptness of the Harbour Office 
cials in meeting incoming steamers, thereby 
preventing delay. It is hoped that before long 
the Government may be induced to do away 
with any unnecessary restrictions of this nature. 


current indebtedness. 
{ 


THE HONGKONG, WEEKLY PRESS AND 


TELEGRAM DEPOSIT SYSTEM. 

At the end of August last some internal 
arrangements in the Joint Administration of 
the Eastern Extension Australasia and China 
Telegraph Co., and the Great Northern Tele- 
graph Co., induced these Companies to cease 
the old system of demanding just sufficient 
cover from their regular customers to meet 
The new regulations, 
published at two days’ notice, demanded ao 
deposit in the joint names of the two Com- 
panies at a special Bank, « -sum of money 
equal to the average monthly account of 
eaush sender of telegrams, or if this were not 
agreed to. cash payments to be made for each 
separate message as sent. At the request of 
several Members of the Chamber. a strong 
protest was made against so high-handed a 
proceeding. A long correspondence ensued, in 
which it was pointed ont amongst other 
arguments that :-— 

(1.) Longer notice should have been given. 

(2.) The injustice of a person desiring to do 
business with only one of the two Companies 
being obliged to deposit his money with both 
jointly. | 

(3.) That to make the amount deposited equal 
fo an average month's telegram account was 
tantamount to making each depositor a creditor 
of the Companies for the greater portion of each 
mouth, which was more than the joint 
Administration were entitled to. and that a 
reduction of the deposit by one half would he a 
more equitable proceeding. 

(4.) That the claim by the Companies to the 
whole of the interest allowed hy the Bank on 
the deposits was unjust and contrary to custom, 
and the argument for the retention of the 
interest hy the Telegraph Companies as put 
forward by them on the ground of the credit 
allowed and trouble of bookkeeping was considered 
by the Chamber to be unreasonable. 

('.) That if all senders of telegrams elected 
to pay cash for each telegram sent, much 
expense. delay and consequent annoyance to the 


— 
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interests of this colony through the new arrange- 
ment not having produced the anticipated result, 
as in consequence of the Health Officer of the 
port and his deputy being engaged with their 
private practice in. various parts of the city, it” 
not infrequently happens that when their official 
services are required they are inaccessible. Dr. 
Keyt is thus often the only ‘officer available to 
attend the ships coming into the harbour, with 
the result that delays are of frequent occurrence. 
His Excellency has, however, not seen his 
way to follow the committee's: suggestion to 
employ a Government Official Without private 
practice but with a qualified assistant, and the 
comtmittee regret having to record this decision 
as they feel their suggestion is the only remedy 
for the delays now experienced. 
JUNKS FLYING FORSIGN FLAGS TO EVADE 
PAYMENT OF “ CHING-FEI" TAX LEVIED 
BY THE VICEROY OF THE TWO-KWANG. 


Following up the representations made last 
yexr. the Committee again drew the attention 
of the Government to the fact that a large 
niimber of trading junks using the. Harbour as 
native craft after leaving the waters of the 
Colony hoist certain foreign flags under Con- 
sular Authority and proceed to Canton as 
foreign craft. Mr. James Scott, H.M.’s Con- 
aul-General at Canton, referred to the matter 
in his Annual Report for 1902 as a state of 
affairs which is obviously unsatisfactory both as 
regards the Hongkong Government and the 
Imperial Maritime Customs in China. Certain 
suggestions were therefore made which; it is 
hoped. will be acted upon. so that the Harbour 
Master may be kept informed as to the names 
and registered numbers of such junks to enable 
him to refuse them the right of entry and 
clearance in the Colony. The improper use of 
alien flags by Chinese junks will then be dis- 
couraged. 

STORM , WARNINGS. 
Tha exertions of the Committee in 1902 were 


rewarded hy H. E. the Governor agreeing in 


May last to introduce the flag system of weather 


whole Mercantile Community would result. as | signals as worked at Shanghai for thé inform- 
the handling of cash in small amoudts is nota] ation of Shipmasters, but without displacing 
quick process, especially in this Colony. the cone system in use. His Excellency's 

In the end the Cable Companies agreed to opinion and that of his expert advisers was 
refund half of the sums deposited with them | stated as being that the cone system was a better 
und to allow the whole of the interest on the | and safer system and familiar to the local junk 
remaining portion to the depositor. A return population. It will be remembered that at the 
to the old «system would have heen wreterred | commencement of the discussion the Chamber 
but as the Companies find themselves unable to! suggested the introduction of a flag system, but 
accede to this plan, your Committee are! of | His Excellency then arrived at the conclusion 
opinion that the system now adopted is not | that an alteration “in the Hongkong system of 


without its advantages. 
MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PASSENGERS. 
In 1897 und’ again in 1901 the Chamber 
brought to the notice of Government the 


signalling storms was not desirable and that a 
system of flag signals to convey weather inform- 
ation was. for the reasons indicated by the Act- 
ing Director. not suited to local conditions. 


desirability of the appointment of the Health | Eventually the Chamber drew an extended code 
Officer of the Port being filled by an Official | of symbol signals for day, and lantern signals 
whose undivided attention would be devoted to | for night work, to meet the objections raised 
the duties of the position. and as a result of the | against flags as well as on economical grounds. 
representations then. placed before His Excell- | Now that the Government has introduced the 
ency the Governor, Sir Henry Blake madq} Shanghai flag system it is felt that at least a 
the following recommendations to the Secretary | fair trial may be given toit and objections raised 
of State for the Colonies:— © later if found -necessary. 

(a.) The appointment of a Second Health The Committee's suggestion that an addition- 
Officer of the Port who will be allowed no prac- | al signal station should be established at Cape 
tice of any kind. Collinson and Green Island was vetoed on the 

(6.) That in view of Dr. Jordan's long ser- | ground that these places were not in direct tele- 
vice as Health Officer of the Port, His Excell-| phonic communication with. and the signals 
ency recommended that he should be allowed to | could not be verified by, the Observatory Off- 
retain his private practice on shore. but only on | cials. 
the distinct understanding that when himself A concession was granted whereby all Mas- 
engaged in private practice he will always place | ters of Vessels or their Agents may now obtain 
at the disposal of this Government another Offi- | free special telegraphic information from the 
cer as his substitute to discharge the duties of | Observatory by calling at the Telegraph Com- 
Health Officer of the Port, and who will not | pany's Office in the Free or through the tele- 
take private practice on board ships. x phone on calling at the Police Station at Kow- 

{c.) His Excellency further recommended that | loon Point, and this will doubtless prove of ad- 
if Dr. Jordan was not willing to accept these | vantage to Masters of Vessels on the point of 
conditions, another Health Officer of the Port | sailing. ; . 
should be appointed in his place on the same The Acting Director (Mr: Figg) reported that 
terms as those offered to the Second Health | the Observatory was well equipped with Meteo- 


Officer of the Port.. 
The committee at that. time expressed the 
opinion that the above recommendations, if 


rological instruments. 
REDUCED CABLE RATES TO EUROPE. 
The hope expressed in last year’s Report that 


carried into effect, would. they hoped, put an | the repeated representations to the Cable Com- 
end to the delays in the inspection of vessels | panies on the subject of the excessive rates 
that had occurred in the past, and therefore | charged might not bé without effect at the In- 
agreedjto His Excellency's suggestions. ternationa) Telegraph Conference in May, 1903, 

This hope unfortunately was not fulfilled, and | fortunately turned out to be correct, as from the 
the Chamber found it necessary to again draw | 15th July, 1903, the rate to Europe was dropped 
the attention of His Excellency the Officer | from Francs 7 to 5.50, a reduction of over 20 
Administering the Government to the inconveni- | per cent. The competition of ‘the new Pacific 
ence and loss suffered by the large shipping Cable to Manila haa been the direct cause of the 


fiat eae 
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lower rates for which the Committee have heen 
agitating for years past. 
CONVEYANCE OF AUSTRALIAN MAILS VIA 


HONGKONG AND THE SIBERIAN - it 


RAILWAY, 

The Council of the North Australian League 
forwarded resolutions in favour of the quicker 
transit of London Mails to Australia and the 
desirability of inaugurating as soon as the 
Adelaide-Port Darwin Railway line is completed 
of a mail service via the Trans-Siberian Rail- 
way to China and thence wa Hongkong or 
Canton by first steamer service to Port Darwin. 

ELECTION OF A REPRESENTATIVE TO 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
H. E. Sir Henry Blake informed the Chamber 
that he had granted a year's leave of absence 
Gre Hon. R. Shewan as from the 5th August. 
1 and therefore requested the nomination of 
a temporary Member of Council in hig pace, 
A special General Meeting of the Members was 
held on the 12th idem. at which Mr. H. Ey 
Pollock, K. C.. was elected by 63 votes to 54! 
for Mr. E. A. Hewett, His Excellency after. ! 
wards signified his approval of the nomination. ; 
IMBECILE PERSONS INTRODUCTION 
ORDINANCE 1904, 

This bill. which became law on 23rd February, 
1904, was introduced in the Legislative Council ! 


last August nnder the name of “Imbecile lamig-'; 


ration Ordinance.” Its conditions were so: 
onerous that the Chambcr strongly opposed each; 
stage in Council through the Acting Repre-. 
sentative of the Chamber, Mr. H. E. Pollock, : 
K.c., and the Government were induced to 
somewhat restrict the proposed liabilities under 

which Owners. Charterers, Agents, Consignees 
and Masters of vessels were to be subjected to 

for landing persons in the Colony who after. 

wards became lunatic. etc.. and ac narge on the 

rates within 6 months of suclr landing. The 

period of 6 months was finally reduced to three 

months, the aggregate expense limited to $5.0), 

exemption permitted if it could be proved that 

such person became lunatic, etc., after embarka- 

tion at the port or place from which he shipped 

and the right given to demand from the 

Authorities a certificate of refusal of permission 

to land. 

With these concessions the Committee had 
to be content, but they regard with some 
concern the recurrent desire of the Government 
to saddle the shipping interest with expenses 
which threaten to deprive Hongkong of its 
advantage as a cheap transhipping port. Your 
Committee have had in mind throughout their 
deliberations on this Ordinance that the reten- 
tion of freedom from direct taxation and the 
repression of useless restrictions is the policy 
which the shipping passing through the harbour 
should be treated if its present volume is to be 
maintained or increased. 

The shipping Firms and Agencies supported 
the action of the Committee by addressing a 
petition to His Excellency the Officer 
Administering the Government in which very 
strong arguments were brought forward for the 
withdrawal of the Bill. but unfortunately His 
Excellency refused to comply with the wishes of 
the Petitioners, 

MEMBERS. 

The present membership is 144. showing an 
increase of 8 Firms and Public Companies and 
3 private individuals, who now number 117 and 
27 respectively. 

Messrs. Deacon and Hastings and Edwards, 
Piry & Co.. Ld., have resigned their member- 
ship, and the Holland-China Trading Co. took 
over the membership of Messrs. Hota s'Jacob 
& Co. 

The following have been admitted to member- 
ship subject to confirmation at the Annual 
Meeting :— 

Mesars. Goddard and Douglas, Barretto and 
Co., Lamke and Rogge, E. C. Wilks and Co., 
Chun On Fire Insurance Co. Ld, Shiu On 
8. 8. Co. Ld, Osaka Shosen Kaisha, Java- 
China-Japan Lijn, China and J apan Telephone 
and Electric Co. Ld, Deacon, Looker and 
Deacon, Mr. E. H. Sharp, K. C. Mr. G. C. 
Moxon, and Mr. A. M. Essabhoy. . 

THE GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

Since its election at the last Annual Meeting 
in May last, the only changes taking place 
have been the temporary substitution of Mr. 
H. E. Pollock, K. C., for Mr. R. Shewan as 
ex-officio Member in August last, and Mr. C. 
Michelau having left the Colony in J anuary, 
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1904, Mr. A. Haupt was invited to re-join the 
Committee. 
REUTER'S POLITICAL TELEGRAMS, 

Since the last Meeting the Committee have 
made a contract with the Reuter's Telegram 
Co., Ld., for five years ata monthly subscription 
of $500. 

PROPOSED DIRECT PARCEL POST EXCHANGE 
BETWEEN HONGKONG AND UNITED 8TATES 
OF AMERICA. 

The Committee have pleasure in reporting 
that the joint representations of the Chamber, 
and that of Amoy to the Hongkong Government 
which were strongly supported by H.E. Sir 
Henry Blake. and ‘referred to in last year's 
report, have had a satisfactory issue. 

Parcels may now be sent direct from Hong- 
kong by post to places in the United States, and 
there ix little doubt that this service will 
rapidly prove a great convenience and incentive 
to trade. 


ARBITRATIONS. 

During the year 8 differences between buyer 
and seller were referred to the Chamber by 
Members, and the expert survey reports made 
on the goods in dispute were in all cases accepted 
by the applicants. 

As one of the objects of the Chamber js to 
encourage reference to arbitration in trade 
dixputes instead of by redress in the Law Courts, 
the Committee consider it satisfactory to place 
on record the increased inclination on the part 
of manufacturers and merchants in Europe to 
require surveys to he conducted under the 
auspices of the Chambers of Commerce. 

: FINANCES, 

The Pinnacle Rock Fund amounts with in- 
terest to $4,256.84 and is separately invested, 
partly in Hongkong Hotel Co. 6 per cent. De- 
bentures purchased on 3lst December last at 
par, and the balance in 44 per cent. Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank Fixed Deposit. No de. 
mands have been made on the Fund during the 
year for discovery of rocks dangerous to naviga- 
tion. 

The income shows a sutisfactory increase 
j over that uf the previous year. chiefly resulting 
| through the increased membership, but on the 
‘other hand the expenditure has been greater. 
The surplus is $694.27, bringing the Reserve 
Fund up to $12,847.29 at the end of the year, 
~ It will be noted that in order to obtain a 
larger income in future years. the Bank De. 
posits on general account have been withdrawn 
| and re-invested on 31st December last in Hong. 

kong Hotel Co.. and Hongkong & Kowloon 
| Wharf & Godown Co. 6 per cent. Debentures 
bearing interest at 6 per cent. and 5 per cent. 
per annum respectively. 
_—_———— 
ANOTHER FIRE AT THE 
| KOWLOON GODOWNS, 


NO. 9 GODOWN RAZED TO THE GROUND. 


| Fire broke out at No. 9 Godown, of the 

Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf & Godown Co., 
, at about midnight on on the 28th ult. The first 
: engine on the scene was that of the Godown 
Company, and the second an engine from the 
; Naval Yard. The blaze soon spread right over 
| the building, merchandise stored therein being 
| Of aninflammable nature. At one corner there 
! seemed to be spirits, or kerosene oil. the 
' fire there showing very fierce. The sky was 
| lighted for miles around, great tongues of fire 
\ rising high into the air. Two steamers lying 
, alongside the wharves were covered with sparks 
| it being found necessary to use hoses as a safe- 
: guard against their catching fire. Eventually, 
i the fire became so hot. ate had to let go their 
, moorings and anchor in the stream. Consider. 
‘ing the enormity of the conflagration there were 

very few spectators, most people at that time being 
‘ in the “ land of dreams.” Perhaps there were 300 
' Yookers-on. Engines continued to arrive, the 
j Government fire-float crossing from Hongkong, 
| and a manual! being dragged from the Torpedo 
Defot. The contents of the building consisted 
of matches, matting, candles, truxses of hay, and 
other inflammables. ; 

The roof crashed in at about one o'clock 
allowing the flames to ascend without obstruc- 
| tion. It was a grand sight, the Brigade and 
Sailors fighting the flames, while marines and 
Indian regulars kept the public out of the way. 
An attempt was made to get some of the 
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merchandise out of the godown, but all they 
could manage was to rescue a few candles. 

The fire was under control by 2 o'clock, there 
being any amount of, water from the different 
sources. 

The Brigade and sailors worked “like niggers,” 
bursting in locked doors with plombs so as to 
get at the burning-stores, The disaster, luckil : 
was confined to a single block, a one-story build. 
ing. There were no great explosions, only one 
or two minor reports evidently due to kerosene 
tins. 

Godown No. 9, Mr. Osborne, Sec. of the Go- 
down Co., states, is insured for $22,000.00 with 
Hongkong Fire and China Fire, half each—- 

robably total loss. The fire was caused by 
fists from arrack (a rice-spirit from J ava) be- 
coming ignited by a gas-lamp. Men were work- 
ing in the godown at the time of the first ignition 
when the atmosphere surrounding the arrack 
suddenly burst into blue flame. Arrack was in 
course of being landed from lighters ex ss. 
Tjtlatjap, and some of the cases leaked on to the 
godown floor, thus causing the fumes. The 
importation of arrack ig of comparatively 
recent date and there seems little doubt that it 
also caused the fire on 10th. 
a 


FIRE ON THE “SUNGQGKIA VG.” 


At 5.58 p.m. on the 30th ult. Central Police 
Station got notice by telephone that Mesars. 
Butterfield and Swire had received a telegram 
from Waglan Lighthouse, to the effect that 
the China Navigation s.s. Sungkiang was flying 
signals meaning she was on fire. At that time 
the steamer bore eastsouth-east, distant some 
three miles. . 

The Sungkiang arrived at Hongkong not 
long afterwards, and proceeded to Quarry Bay 
Wharf, where she was met by the fire-float, in 
charge of Chief Inspector H. G. Baker. There 
were six Brigade men aboard the float. The 
steamer’s story briefly is ag follows :-— : 

She left Hongkong for Manila on Friday 
afternoon, with a full cargo of general mer- 
chandise and a number of passengers. Next 
morning—Saturday—when about 100 miles 
from Hongkong, it was discovered that fire 
had broken out in No. 3, the after-hold. 
This contained a great variety of freight, 
matches included, and it was these that got 
alight. Other goods in the same hold were 
cases of Tansan. the boxes and straw of 
which, of course, were inflammable, bags of 
sugar and rice, bales of cotton, potatoes 
and onions. Water was directed on the flames 
as well as possible, but the fire wag difficult to 
getat, and it gained on the ship in spite of all 
efforts to extinguish it. There was nothing for 
it but to put back to Hongkong ; so the captain 
altered his course, pointing the ship's nose 
in the direct" opposite direction to that she 


had been going. On arriving here and making . 


fast alongside at Quarry Bay the fire-float ex- 
tinguished the flames by pumping 12 feet of 
water into the ship's hold. Next morning this was 
pumped out, and the vessel proceeded to an 
anchorage off the Royal Dutch Petroleum 
Works, where she began to discharge the 
damaged cargo. A quantity of rice, sugar, and 
cotton has suffered by water, and an amount 
of goods, also, were more or less burned. 
The Sungkiang, it will be remembered, recently 
received a thorough overhaul, new decks, and 
extensive repairs at the hands of the Hongkong 
& Whampoa Dock Co., at the Kowloon es. 
tablishment. 


THE “SADO MARU ” AT 
HONGKONG. ‘ 


of her voyage from Europe to Hong mag 
aru. was 


quently, on the 17th February, going to ae 
wr ; 


for coal. At the Welsh port she 


a 


FS 
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smokeless. “ black diamonds,” leaving for Cape 
_ Town on the 28th February. . 
" wRUNNING THE GAUNTLET, 
Pye careers ie course, au not advertise her 
parture, but sli out of the narrow waters 
of the Irish Set kato the vast Atlantic almost 
unknown to anyone. Her Japanese characters 
on the bow were painted out, while the course 
taken was a very wide one. Engines were not 
by any means opened out. but on the other hand 
the vessel’s speed was husbanded, the twin- 
sorews simply churning the water so as to 
drive her along at a very moderate speed. The 
engineers, however, had always to be ready for 
firing-up. Thos, while there were little or no 
risks of a break-down, the good ny was always 
repared to show a clean pair of heels to any- 
ing “her own weight"; she could have done 
144 or 15 knots at a push. 
UNDER COVER OF MIST. 
opto ming the vicinity of the Western 
Islands there was. naturally, great excite- 
ment. There had been reports that an 
enemy's ship was lurking somewhere around 
Tenerife, waiting to send shell across the bows 
of any ship flying the “ Rising Sun.” Luckily 
the sky became murky and a most agreeable, 
ander the circumstances, “pea-soup ~ fog set in. 
Under cover of this no one entertained Tears for 
the vessel's safety, and the danger point was 
goon passed. 
When the weather cleared a long line of 
smoke showed far down on the horizon, that 


being the only part of a ship, enemy or other- . 


wise, seen on the voyage. 
* TROUBLESOME NEWSPAPER MEN. 

Arriving at Cape Town on the after- 
noon of the 22nd March the vessel was 
besieged with reporters from local dailies, 
all demanding news of the first Japanese mer- 
chant steamer to visit the port. 

“Yes,” said our informant, an Englishman, 
by the way, “the Sado Maru was the first 
apanese freighter to point her noxe at Table 


_ Mountain." 


A VISIT TO DURBAN. 
Orders were awaiting Capt. Anderson to 
roceed at once from 
atal, for bunkering purposes. 
fore was kept up, and the anchor was weighed 


next day. At Durban the ship went along- 


side, allowing inhabitants to walk sboard 
by the gangplank. No Japanese steamer had 
visited Durban before. The- people there, fired 
with admiration for what they were pleased to 
eall the “Oriental Britain,” treated the visitors 
extremely well. © 

THE VOYAGE EAST. 

Setting out from Durban on the 30th March 
Capt. ‘Anderson again used: his former caution. 
going wide of the track of steamers. This 
circuitous route terminated on the 16th April. 
when the Sunda Straits were reached. Two 
days later Singapore showed up, the vessel 
proceeding on her passage to Hongkong next 
day, the 19th ult. She is now loading 
merchandise for Japan, at the Kowloon 
Wharves. : 

The report that the Sado Maru was chased 
in the Mediterranean by a Russian cruiser when 
on her recent voyage home is false. War had 
not then broken out. ~ 


FLRE BRIGADE EVOLUTIONS. © 
—— 
SMART DISPLAY IN HONGKONG. 

The Hongkong Fire Brigade 
i jon on the 29th ult. 
the back of the Ko Shing Theatre in Queen's 
Road. The spot was well chosen for the purpose. 
A large number of spectators, mostly Chinese, 
gathered around. 
~ At2.30 p.m. the men were lined out close u 
with their backs 5 ra the eastern 
There were some 36 Mae 
with red: facings and highly polished’ brass and 
black glazed helmets, the latter glittering 


. brightly in the sun. Tailed on were some two- 
yee Chinamen dressed much the same as the 


Europeans with the exception that they wore 
red) mushroom hats, similar to those of 
lukongs in the Hongkong Police Force. 
T'wo.escapes and several hose-reels had been 
brought-to the place; and other 
showed up around the corner. 
engines were on the Praya. 


ape Town to Durban 
Steam there- 


turned out for, 
at Sutherland’ 
Street Compound, off Des Vooux Road, and at’ 


rnalia 
Whe tee old 
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The Captain-Superintendent of Police, Mr. 
J. F. Badeley, Mr. E. R. Hallifax. Depw 
Ca poy Super venient of Police, and Mr. 

G. Baker, ief Inspector of Police, were dressed 
much the same as the rest in Brigade uniform. 

His Excellency Mr. F. H. May, and Mra. 
May, arrived in chairs at about 2.40, being 
received by Mr. P. P. J. Wodelrouse, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police. Accommodation had! 
been provided for them upstairs on the verandah 
of a house in Des Vooux Road. 

The evolutions commenced with a display in 
running out despatch-boxes. This was done 
from two quarters, Messrs. Badeley and 
Hallifax acting as timekeepers. Each man in 
turn had to connect, run out one length 
of hose, fix on the branch-pipe and hand it to an 
assistant, and run back and go through the 
motion of turning on the water. 

i The fire-escapes were then mancuvred. On 
squad of six men ran the fire-escape up against 
the building to be operated on, and raised the 
telescope ladder by means of winches. In the 
meantime another squad of ‘three men ran out 
the hose-reel, connected the coupling to the 
mains, brought the other end of the hose 
to the ladder. fixed on a branch-pipe. and 
haisted it the ladder’ to 


up a man 
rian in position. Both _ fire-escapes, 
the large one 75ft. long, and the other 


62ft., were manipulated, the small one 
exclusively by Chinese. There were’ three 
complete sets of Europeans, and three of 
Chinese. 

Ladder drill came next. On the word go a 
squad of six ran to a common bamboo ladder, 
which they hauled up to a honse by means of 
guy ropes. Three other men in the meanwhile 
manipulated a hose in the same manner as with 
the fire-escapes. 

Finally there was a general display, two 
escapes and two ladders simnltanecusly being 
called into requisition. Six seperate lines of 
hoses were rushed from the Praya, where they 
were coupled on to fire-engines—there were 
three fire-engines—two on to each engine. 
AN ready. the pumping was commenced, 
with the result that a very pretty 
spectacle was to be seen. Siv jets of water, 
two from branch-pipes held by firemen on top 
of the escapes, two by men on the bamboo 
ladders, and two from the ground, sprang into 
the air, the clear liquid breaking into fine spray 
towards the top of its ascent. There was a very 
fair force of water, that from the ground level 
going sufficiently high to go over an ordinary- 
sized Des Voeux Road house. 


KOWLOON CITY. 
Canton is known as the City of Rams. Kow- 


loon might with more appropriateness be styled 


the City of Cannons. Everywhere one goes 

one strikes up against ancient dismantled guns. 
| Indeed, guns are so plentiful in Kowloon City 

that they are employed even for the ignoble 
purpose of staying the flag-pole opposite the 

Police Station. 

New Territory, Kowloon is one of the most 

interesting. It is a typical Chinese city within 

or Cee: of Hongkong and it contains within its 

all the picturesqueness and all the in- 
salubrious smells that strike the Westerner. It 
is interesting to recall the fact that when -the 

Wow Territory was coded to Britain in 1898 it 
was not then contemplated to take over Kowloon 
\City, but when the British Government found 
out that the Chinese high officials had had their 
palms oiled in connection with the disturbances 
\ that followed upon the taking over of the New 

Territory, ny marked the sense of their dis- 
approbation of the officials’ conduct by forcibly 
‘taking possession of the city and exercising 
complete control over it. 

Visitors to Hongkong invariably make a 
point of visiting Kowloon City. It isin minis- 
ture a replica of Canton or Fatshan or any of 
the cities in South China. There one can seo 
life and industry in all their activity and colour. 
The city itself ocoupies a position at the head of 
Kowloon Bay which from a health point of view 

could not be surpassed. Alli the year round it 
is fanned by the sea breezes from Lyeemun 
Pass. When a hing the city from Kow- 
loon the visitor's eye is caught by the wide wall 
‘which rises from the to the summit of 
the hill surmounting the city—a hill covered 


eaaye of this 


Of all our possessions in the’ 


‘sppear to be not out 
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with huge black weather-worn blocks of ite 
that would have served as an inspiration for Mr. 
Crockett’s “Riddlings of Creation.” © When 
one looks down upon Kowloon City from the 
ill one would very probably 
ess that the number of its inhabitants was at 
least a thousand. It is with surprise therefore 
that one learns that there are no fewer than five 
thousand people resident there. - How on earth 
they all get doniieiled passes linman (other than 
Chinese) comprehension. 

In the course of a visit to Kowloon City the 
other day the writer. found out certain 
things about the place which are mostly 
unknown to Hongkong people. Of course old 
residentsareaware of the fact thatit used tobe a 
gambling-hell before it was taken over by the 
British, The Chinese who managed the fantan - 
shops ran launches free from Hongkong and | 
those who desired a “flutter” could get it 
without going as far as Maca». Many are -the 
stories told of fortunes lost and won at Kowloon 
City. It was a common thing in the days 
before British rule prevailed for roysterers 
from Hongkong to cross over snd venture 
their all on fai yat or sam fan as the case 
might be. 

When the British took over the city there 
was of course a stoppage of gambling and most 
of the proprietors of these houses cleared out 
to Macao or Canton. But the houses still 
remain unchanged. In structure they resemble 
the fantan gambling-hells of the neighbouring 
Portuguese colony or of the city of Canton, 
there being a vallery above the table from which 
those who desire to put money on any number 
lower down their stakes in a little basket. 

As for industries, Kowloon City does. not 
lack in this respect, yet it is difficult to under- 
stand how the numerous population find means 
to subsist upon. There are a vermilion-factory, 

a samshu (native spirit) factory, fishing, bamboo 
and rattan shops, silversmith-depots, and general 
shops galore. The streets are narrow and evil- 
smelling; pigs and their litters bask at every 
convenient point. while the town dogs, mangy 
and otherwise, mostly mangy, infest every court | 
and alley-way and bark defiance at the visitor. 

It is rather curious to note that the Chinese 
have practically deserted the old walled city of 
Kowloon and taken up residence on the plain . 
between this and thetses. Burton boasts in his \ 
Scottish history that Berwick walls could | 
accommodate on their top. carriage and pair. - 
Kowloon City wall—that is to say the wall 
facing Kowloon Bay—would allow of two 
carriages and pairs passing each other if the 
met. The wall is a massive structure and, 
all along. the ramparts are littered with _ 
old guns. The history of Kowloon has never 
been written, but if it were there is no 
doubt it would tell many a story of attacks 
upon the town by the old bloodthirsty China 
Sea pirates. 

There are over a hundred old guns lying dis- 
mounted about the place. Mr. May has sppa- 
rently been awake to the idea of utilising some 


of these monsters for decorative purpose, for at 


present five of them are being mounted on the 
mound alongside the Police Station, and .very 
imposing they should look when put into 
position. sa 
Inside the walls one meets with nothing but 
desolation. The houses here have been of a very 
superior class and the streets are wide and com- 
modiouws. Ag a rule the houses have been 
allowed to go to decay.. Even the temple, 
the home of Pa Sung, has been suffered 
to participate in the general ruin. Where 
once a mandarin took his after 
noon seista in the shade of his own licheo-tree, 
hans now roost and pigs grunt. Asin the case — 
of old Edinburgh of Allan Ramssy’s day the 
population has boiled over into the coun 
‘beyond the wall, but in contrast to Bdinbargh’s 
history they have deserted the walled city for the 
open country sud shown no desire to return 
to it. Except for a couple of achools in which 
the bo of the town are taught. how 
to soca their own language, and English, 
and tomark time and to drill one. ms 
say that. the walled city is -unoocupied. 
ALjoining it is a city of the dead, and the 
mouldering walls and‘falling beams of Kowloon - 
of place in such.s neigh- 
bourhood. Im one of the schools there are 
pence on the walls depicting such scenes of 
insport as the-sower that. went fortl-to 


| 
| 


_ one concludes that the actuals 


‘as & building fund for the Institution. 
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sow, Moses raising the serpent in the wilderness, 
the foolish virgins that failed to trim their 
lamps, and so on. In the next building one seea 
ancient pictures of the Yellow Dragon and all 
his satellites. 

It only remains to be said that Kowloon mys 
however poarch may be, is not a place 
visit at present. Plague is prevalent there and 
there is a rumour abroad: that if the worst comes 
to the worat the whole central part of the city 
may be demolished. Apart from the sentimental 
point of view, there can be no doubt that such 
8 step would not be out of place. 


NOTES FROM THE BOTANIC 
GARDENS. 


The seeds of Basil (Ocimum viride) obtained 
some months ago from the West Coast of 
Africa have now grown up into smail plants and 
are in flower. A few may be seen in a pot ou 
the lower pedestal on the left as one desce.ds 
the steps from the Fountain in the Old Gardens. 
It has a slight interest for Hongkong because 
it was once thought to be a specific against 
mosquitoes. 

Io the Orchid House is a fine plant of 
Hemerocallsi aurantiaca var. major which Mr. 
Wallace, of the Hongkong & shanghai Bank 
at Amoy, bus most kindly brought down for us 
from his beautiful garden at that port. 

The flower-border around the outer edge of 
the middle terrace in the New. Gardens so much 
resembles in general aspect the old-fushioned 
herbaceous borders so to be sven in such English 
gardens as Hampton Court, or in the garden 
for that matter of any old country honee, that 
cies must be the 
same. This is in fact largely the casa and 
shows that the vigour of some of our English 


flowers is little affected by the Hongkong 
climate. 


HONGKONG NURSING 
INSTITUTE. 


ea 
81k PAUL CHATER'S MUNIFICENCE, 

_A general meeting of subscribers to the 
Hongkong Nursing Institute was held at the 
City Hall on the 27th ult. to discuss the advis- 
ability of building a house for the nurse. Those 
present included Dr. Stedman (chairman), Dr. 
Jordan, Mr. and Mrs. Pinckney, Mr. and Mrs. 


Marons Slade, Mr. H. W. Slade, Mr. and Mrs.: 


Moxon, Mr. Siebs, Sir Paul Chater, Mr. 
and Mrs. Danby, Lady Goodman, Mr. Harrison, 
Mr. Kadoorie, Mrs. Goetz, Mrs. B, Wright, 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Johnstone, 
Mrs. Hastings, Mrs, Badeley, Mr. Cruickshank, 
Mr. Gresson, Mra. Ormiston, Messra. Tomes, 


J. H. Lewis, Forbes, Harrison, Smith, wad 


Gibson. 

‘Lhe CHarrMAN said that he regretted to say 
that he was the only member of the committee 
opposed to the scheme of building a house for 
the nurses, so he would vacate the chair to 
Dr. Jordan. 

Dr. JoBDAN baving taken the chair addressed 
the assembly, 1n the course of his remarks he 
stated that three years previously a public 
meeting had been called under the presidency 0 
Dr. Stedman to form a Nursing Lastitution, 
to-day called the Hongkong Nursing [nstitation 
With subscriptions they had thon been able 
to bring out two nurses who were h 
in the Peak Hospital. In 1902 the Govern- 
ment voted a grant in aid of $12,"U0 
At that 
time the committee did not think this sam suffi- 
cient, and applied to the Government for the 
amount for pur,oses of investment, so that th 
Institution might enjoy the interest on th 
woney.- Tha original arrangement with & 
Peak Hospital to house and board the on 
had continued for three years, but they 
‘just bean - obliged to form a new agreement 
to board for one year at an increased har, 
The old agreement was $1 50 per déam per n 
while she was off duty and io the Hospit-l, bu 
the new, one was $2 under simi ar coudition 
Besides, they wanted nurses to be a 
advertisement for their own institution, not fo 
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ing it and drawing out plans free of cost. The 
Sub-committee then had approached the Govern- 
ment as to the possibility of obtaining the land 
free of premium and at a nominal Crown rent. 
The matter was under consideration of the 
Government and the Committes had every 
reason to be -satisfled with the reception it 
received from the Officer ‘Administering the 
Government. Assuming the site came free of 
jpreminm, the building -was estimated 
(to cost $5,244, and it was propos- 
ed it should be a three-roomed bungalow. 
To get a net return of seven per cent. 
they required a rental of $45 per month on an 
invested capital of $5714, after deducting Crown 
rent, ingurance and repairs. The Committee 
|reckoned that the annual expenditure io a 
| building of their own amounted to $3,528, while 
‘the income calculated on last y:ar's basis wag 
$3,481, giving a small deficit of $47. He 
woald propose the following resolution :—That 
this meeting is of opinion that it is necessary 
in the interests of tho Institution that it should 
be provided with a building of its own to house 
its nurses and the Committee are hereby 
em owered to take such steps as they may 
deem necessary towards carrying out the 


Jobject in view upon the most favourable terms 
| possible.” 


Mr. M. SLADB in seconding the niotion said 
that if it was not cirried it would practically 
mean that they had no confidence in the Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. STEDMAN rose to °p ose tho resolution 
for different reasons, He felt it was being said 
that he filled the position of proprietor where 
the nurses lodged, Mrs, Dickson and himself had 
started the institution, and he had been Presi- 
dent ever since the beginning, It was not well, 
he agreed, for a public institution to have 
nurses at a private institation, but they could 
not afford to put them at an hotel. Three 
years ago when they came out they (the Peak 
Hospital) offered to put them up at cost price, 
viz., $30 a room, and $1 a day for food, 
washing clothes, servants, guests and coal. 
“Werking the expexses out if was found that 
each inmate of the Hospital cust $2.9U per 
diem, 8 they came to the conclusion that these 
nurses were costin. them about $2 day, and 
when they asked for §2 the Committee turned 
on him like one man and said he was 
trying to make profit on the Institution. 
This had led up to the present motion. It had 
been said that there was no guarant-e that 
prices would not be put up in another year. 
There was no guarantee, Could they say that 
prices in the Colony would not go up, or 
if the Peak Hospital failed, for instance, 
tbe nurses would have to go _ ont. 
They could not leok into th» future. The 
building, it was said, could be bailt for $5,000 
It was to be built on Barker Road, whore there 
was now a five roomed house which cost 
$18,0C0, or $3,620 a room. That rate made 
their pew home cost not $5,000 but $10,800- 
Their money invested was bringing in six 
per cent, so they had, also, to deduct that inter- 
rest in their estimate. Witha! this expendi- 
ture it would cost more than at the Peak 
Hospital. They would have to make up 
the deficit from somewhere Great difi- 
culty had been experienced in getting 
subscriptions fer the Institution. It was an 
institution for the better class of people, 
and -it. was not nice to tout for $10 sub- 
scriptions for the better class. They had 
had to get subscriptions through their friends. 
Bachelors did not subsoribe because when 
they got ill they went to Hospital and did not 
often have nurses in their private homes. If 
this scheme was put forward more subscriptions 
had to be got. Nurses, moreover, liked living 
atthe Peak Hospital because they had the 
company of other nurses. He could not consent 
to the two nurses living by themselves; 
they must have someone to live with. The 
scheme would fail aud they would lose the 
nurses altogether. If they bad money to keep 
a matron he was with the Gom:nittee heart and 
soul. . 

The matter was then discussed. Boarding 
houses were found impracticable b:cause they 
could not afford to let rooms for the number of 
days occapied, but preferred t) let them by the 
month. 

Srp Paut Cuater said if. the new house 
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sround and collect the deficit. He would per- 
aly atin their hands $5,000 to meet the 

eficit 


or the next fiv» years, (Applause). 
Considerable disenton Lawes Pr Mad. 


tian and Dr, Jordan followed, when Mr. Dansr 
interrupting the Chairman said that as 
Bir Paul Cha‘er in his usoal manner 

made sach & generous offer they 
had better strike while the iron was hot, | 

Mr. J. H. Laws thoaght they had better 
algo provide for a matron in. tie house or there 
would be a lot of scandal in time. 

Finally, after farther discussion, the follows 
ing amended resolution was put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously :—-That this meeting 
is of opinion that it is necessary in the fn 
terests of the Hongkong Nursing Institution 
thut it should be provided with @ building 
of its own to honse its  nures 
and the Committes are hereby ompowered to 
take such steps as they may. deem n 
towards carrying out the object in view upon . 
the moat favourable terms possible, the success 
of the enterprise being guaranteed by the 
generous offer of Sir Paul Chater. Any. such 
scheme that the Coummittes shall consider is to 
include provision for a matron. 


EET, 


es 
NEW TERRITORY NOTES. 


_—_—_ % 
[FROM A CORRESPONDENT.] 
20th April. 
CROPS. 


The recent rains have been weloomed by the 
farmers; they have softened the paddy-flelds 
and made plenghing- possible. Already much 
planting of sngar-cane hag been carried out, 
and occasional patches of early. paddy are also 
to be met with. 

INDUSTRIES. , 

I notice that Banyan” in his Hongkong 
Jottings makes referencs to the different New 
Territory industries of which a retara is at 

resent being compiled, Beside the industries 

e enumerates, there might also be mentioned 
the bean-cake factories, the salt-pans, and many 
others lesser industries and trades, 
_- BALT-PAN®, ‘ 

The method of making salt is primitive bat 
effective. In the low-lying broad valleys which 
are covered by tha sea at high-witer the sit- 
pans are placed, ae | of a square shape about 
ten yards across, The water is allowed to run 
into the enclosures to a shallow depth, and then 
the entrance is closed.. When the water has 
been evaporat-d by the heat of the sun, a thin 
layer of salt is left on the floor of the pan. 
This is sorap-d off, and the filling and drying 
processes ara repeated from time to time as 
quickly az the water evaporates, ' 

ROAD- MAKING, 

It is ramoured that a new road is pro- 
jected Y the Public Works Department, 
faeding rom the New Hoad ust before it 
commences to rise up the hill beyond Yau- 
mati, round by the coast as far as Capsuiman 

ass. ; 

CAPSUIMUN, 

Also I hear it stated that the old Custonts 
station at Capsuimun is Fol to be tenanted 
by a police patrol (proba ly tudians) for that 
district, and that the Harbour- Waster intends 
to put up a light there to facilitate the naviga- 
tion of this dangerous channel. . 

_ TELEPHONES, 

It may not be generally known that the 
whole of the Terri-ory is covered by s complete 
system of telephones, This ia a single-wire 
line at present and is borne upon wooden 
which have suffered greatly since their erection 
from typhoons and other climatic severities. 
Tho line «f poles between Autan and Pingshun 


(about four miles) is in a bad- state of repair 
and in about to be renewed. 


Sion Siegen hare rosie th 
number of a fortnightly Je evoted 
‘to the interests of Jews and Judtem in the 
East. The title given to the paper is Israel's 
‘Messenger. : 


Hongkong has not yet followed the exami 
i brethre 5 - Bq: 


fo of 


‘orm. 


Colony approve of the movement... The Associa. 
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Sa) age le 
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 


Canton, 23rd April. 
HEALTH AND DRAINAGE. 

The rains still continue, and cause a good deal 
of’ discomfort. The health of Canton is not, how- 
ever, bad; no cases of plague have been reported, 
and there is little, if any epidemic disease in the 
city. The general verdict of the doctors is that 
the year has so far been remarkably healthy. 
In Shameen, however, there has been a certain 
amount of ill-health. Several cases of typhoid 
fever and dysentery have been reported, and 
septic throats end oven cases are of frequent 
occurrence. This is attributed to the under- 
ground drainage system, which is to be altered 
during the year. The Municipal Council have 
decided to adopt the system of surface drainage‘ 
which although on the face of it, and indeed 
generally mpeakiige less healthy than the other, 
appears to be better suited to an island built up 
on sand, where there is constant sinking of the 
substrata. 

. ACCIDENTS. 

A blasting accident occurred on the 20th inst, 
on the railway, and was unfortunately attended 
with the losses of two lives, and injuries to ten 
persons. Explosions, on adarge or small scale. 
are, however, not infrequent where Chinese are 
concerned. On Wednesday a chapel in course 
of construction in the Sze Pai Lau collapsed, 
and several people were injured, so that there 
seems to be “bad joss” at work during thismonth. 
It is just. a Bh since the great gunpowder 
explosion at Wing Chai, which attracted a good 
deal of attention at the time. ; 

OFFICIALDOM. 

News in the political world is scarce. There 
are vague rumours that the Viceroy will not 
remain till the end of the year, but in this case 
I think “the wish is father to the thought.” 
Among officials Shum lacks popularity. One of 
his victims, the ex-Namhoi, fled last week 
from the country to escape the fate which was 
impending over him. 


AMOY. 


a ee 
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.| 


Amoy, 27th April. 
OBITUARY. 

The death of Dr. J. McN. Howie at Chang- 
poo on the 18th inst. of consumption robbed the 
English Presbyterian Mission of a worker of 
sterling wo and of unusual ability. Dr. 
Howie had been for some years in Chang-poo, 
a town between 30 and 40 miles from Amoy, 
where his medical advice and skill were much 
appreciated by the patients who visited his 
hospital from far and near. He fought long 
and {pluckily against the disease which finally 
claimed its victim, and showed the real grit that 
was in him by sticking to his work to the last. 
A -wife and two children are left to mourn his 
loss. It is not simply ‘his patients and his 
friends that knew him best that have their 
hearts filled with sorrow at his death. The 
native community have been so touched by his 
self-denial and by the love he has shown in his 
treatment of the suffering that in every home 
nearly in Chang-poo and the country round 
about men speak of him with the highest 
admiration. ; 

CONCERT. 


By kind permission of Rear-Admiral Grenet, 
his band from the Vettor Pisani gave a concert 
in the Club Theatre last evening. It is very 
seldom that Amoy residents have an opportunity 
of listening to first-rate performances of this 
kind, and no doubt the Club Theatre would have 
been filled on this occasion, but unfortunately 
the weather conditions were not all that they 
might have been, and this kept many away from 
hearing the best music we have had in Amo 
for along time. The audience listened wi 
evident pleasure to the skilful rendering of an 
excellent programme, and showed by their 
applause their appreciation of the good music 
they were trea to. The proceeds of the 
concert were devoted to the Amoy Chinese 


Hospital. ‘ 
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WATER POLICE FOR THE I.M. CUSTOMS. 

A steam launch was safely brought up from 
Hongkong the other day, our Harbour Master, 
Mr. E. Stevens, being in charge of the small 
craft, which proceeded under her own steam the 
whole way up. In addition to ordinary Cus- 
toms purposes the I.M. Customs will use this 
launch for police work, aided by a couple of 
gigs. Until recently the wily Chinese water 
thief has pursued his nefarious calling unblush- 
ingly. meeting with but little interference, and 
owners of cargo afloat have been considerable 
sufferers. In future the new police will ap- 
a any of the thieving fraternity or other 
aw-breakers that may come under their obser- 
vation, and ships’ officers can algo hand over offen- 
ders to their charge, knowing that they will be 
sdnt to the proper authorities for punishment— 
Consulgr warrants being first obtained when 
necessary. Any vessel desiring the assistance 
of the Amoy Customs Water Police should & 
the international codg flag A. A customs noti- 
fication on this ‘subject was published 
yesterday. 

NAVAL ITEMS. 

8.M.8. Thetis left for Shanghai on the 18th 

inst. 8.M.8. Tiger, which arrived from Foochow 
on the 19th inst., left for Hongkong on Monday 
last. Arrivals are the Italian cruiser Vettor 
| Pisani, with Rear-Admiral Grenet on board, 
, and the Marco Polo, both vessels from Woosung, 
: the former arriving on the 22nd inst. and the 
_ latter yesterday. 


| 

| MANILA NOTES. 
——_—___ -_¢ 

THE LUKBAN CASE. 

Judge Winthrop has handed down his 
decision in the case of the United states ». 
Vicente, Lukban and Cayetano Lukban. The 
court found them guilty in the manner and form 
ef theindictment. He sentenced the defendants 

five years’ imprisonment each, 4 fine of one 
thousand dollars each, and between them to pay 
the cost of the prosecution. 

The defendants appealed to the Supreme 
Court aud were admitted to bail in the 
sum of sight thousand dollars each... 

; _ Dr. Justo Lukban, practising at Wyndham 
' Street, Hongkong, is a brother of the two 
defendants, and, it will be remembered, is 
accused of giving Ricart+, the Filipino outlaw, 
money to assist him to return to the Philippines 
The Supreme Court proceedings will be 
interesting. 
A LAKE LANAO GUNBOAT. 

Mr. D. Trumbull, engineer for Farnham, 
Hoyd and Company, is going to Mindanao to 
superintend the setting up of the gu .boat on 
the lake. 


FRANK JOHNSON. 

The Veteran :-rmy of thé Philippines has 
again come to the front in the matter of logking 
after its soldier dead. It has been informed 
that one of its members, Frank Johnson, died 
at the legation hospital in Canton several weeks 
ago, and efforts will be made to have the remains 

‘returned to hig home in the United States. 
; Johnson was formerly engineer of the fire de. 

partment at Manila, und was « member of Law- 
tor Post, No. 1, V.AP. He came to the 
islands «8 a member of the Ist Washington 
Volunteers in 1898, and when that regiment 
was returned home 

hose wlio had decided to remain iu the 

rieot. Later he went to Canton, where he was 
cpeye as an engineer on the (‘anton-Hankow 
railroad 

. CUSTOMS APPEALS. 

Several important decisions have just been 
handed down by the Court of Customs Appeals, 
One of the decisions deals with a protest made 
by the firm of Messrs, Waruer, Barnes aud 
Company against classification made of a steam 
separator. The separator had been classed “as 
other machinery and detached paris not other- 
wise provided for.” Ths court held that a 
separator used in a sawmill was not dutisble 

uder the rules as it is sawmill machinery. 
1 “HE MULE CASE. 

' C. M. Hulet, charged with being one of the 
parties who had committed fraud upon the 
Government in the acceptance and purchase of 
mules for the use of Manila City, pleaded not 
guilty. The arrests in the case were made some 
months ago, when it was stated that four mulet 
in a lot of thirty-six that were inspected and 


he cast his lot among: 
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accepted were not sound and not worth the price 
that was being paid for them. Several 
Witnesses were examined, and stated that as a 
lot the thirty s:x mules were worth the price 
paid, an average of one hundred and fifty 
dollars each, as some were worth much more 
than that figure and others lees. The case was 
adjourned. 
. A PROPOSED PARK. : 
The municipal board has taken up the matter 
of makiog a park out of the exposition grounds, 
on Calles Padre Faura and Hertan, Malate, 
which was proposed some time ago by the 
insular Government. The insular Goverumont 
was willing to give the ground if the city 
woul! maintain it asa park, The secretary of 
the board has been authorised to inform tha 
executive secretary that if the ground in ques- 
tion is to be devo'ed to school purposes, the oity 
is willing to maintain a park about the build- 
ings, but if the ground or any part «f it is to 
be used for hospital purposes, the city is not 
inclined 10 make the improvements suggested, 
us the park would not be available for popular 
use, 


SUPREME COURT. 
—_—_—_q— 
Monday, 25th April. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


Berorre His Honour Sir WILuaAM M. 
GOODMAN (CHIEF JUSTICE.) 


CLAIM AGAINST HANKOW MERCHANT. 

Chan Yuk Chuen, merchant, 48 Bonham 
Strand, claimed under a writ of foreign attach- 
ment the sum of $5318 due by Cheang Yu 
Hong, merchant, Hankow. Mr. M. W. Slade, 
barrister-at-law (instructed by Mr. F. B. Deacon, 
of Messrs. Deacon, Looker & Deacon, solicitors) 
appeared for the plaintiff. : 

His Lordship asked if there had been a writ 
of summons served on the defendant ? 

Mr. Slade answered No; the expense of ser- 
ving @ writ at Hankow was so great. 

His Lordship remarked that it was not usual 
to begin ona writ of foreign attachment in that 
way. 
Mr. Slade admitted that it was unusual. But 
in this particular case they had told the defen- 
dant by letter that they were going to attach 
his property, so he knew all about it—he knew 
everything. 

His Lordship—You are proceeding under 
Section 469 ? : 

Mr. Slade—Yes. Continuing, he said that 
on 23rd July, 1903, defendant owed plaintiff in. 
respect of transactions between them a balance 
of 19.211 taels. Between that date and the llth 
September plaintiff sold goods for the defendant 
to the value of 15,382 taels and retained the 
proceeds. Deducting these proceeds from the 
original sum due there was still due 3829 taels, 
equal to $5318. It appeared that the plaintiff 
acted as agent for defendant here in Hongkong 
since about 1890, and very large transactions 
had passed between them. In the middle of last 
year the account between the parties stood at 
19,211 taels in favour of the plaintiff. In July 
plaintiff sent in an account to the defendant 
showing the state of the account between the 
parties. On receiving this account the defend- © 
ant in reply wrote a letter in; which he admitted 
that he owed money to the ‘plaintiff though he 
did not specifically mention the amount, but 
asked for time and suggested that the amoun 
of goods in thg hands of the defendant would 
be enough to settle the account and leave a 
balance in his favour; if that did not turn out 
to be so he hoped they would give him time to 

y off the balance due. As a matter of 

act it turned out that these goods when 

sold were not sufficient to pay off the whole of 
this sum of 19,211 taels ; the balance outstanding 
was now being sued for in this action. 

Lam Li Kok, manager of: the Yee Shun firm 
of which plaintiff is sole partner, proved the 
account. 

Li Yu Mui, garnishee, deposed that he was 
in possession of 2881 taels belonging to the 
defendant. 

His Lordship gave judgment for the plaintiff 
with costs, and directed that execution be issued 
against the whole of the property attached. 
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said, the Assessors consider they could have 
taken and ought to have taken. 

But I am of opinion that the Changon was 
alao to blame. 

T am advised that the Changon ought to have 

anticipated meeting the Ballaarat about the 
bend of the Bar, if the Changon kept on, and 
ought to have avoided that by holding back. 
The Master of tbe Changon as a fact did 
anticipate the two vessels so meeting when|he 
sounded the blast on his siren between the 
Lismore Light and the Fort Buoy. He says 
he came on because he did not know whether 
the other vessel might not be holding back 
and waiting for him. But as he came on 
he saw that the other vessel wag not hold- 
ing back, and even if he had in his min 
the Local Regulation which requires a vessel 
proceeding against the tide to hold back 
to allow a vessel proceeding with the tide to pass, 
the moment he perceived that, from whatever 
cause, the vessel coming down was keeping on 
he ought, when able to do so, to avoid meeting 
her at a place like the bend of the bar which; he 
ought to have known was a place where diffidul- 
ties might arise, or which, in his own words; is 
rather an awkward place. But more than this 
—having made out thatthe vessel was a P. & O. 
steamer, and was able therefore to judge that 
she was a large steamer, I am advised that he 
ought to have known that from the time that 
she began to cross the bar, and for some time 
before, with the wind blowing from the NE 
her holding back would have been attended with 
very great difficulties, and might have resulted 
in seriously obstructing the channel. It is not 
8 question of a large steamer having any diffe- 
rent right from a small steamer. It is merely a 
question of what under particular circumstances 
a largé steamer can, by an approaching ag 
be expected to accomplish, and in this case the 
Changon ought notto haveexpected the Ballasrat 
to be able to hold back until after she 
had passed the Gas Buoy. It is to be 
observed that there was no obligation ion 
the Changon to come on even if she had thought 
that the Ballaarat could hold back. She would 
not, by holding back at the time when I am 
advised that she ought to have held back, have 
been breaking any regulation requiring her to 
come on. At most it was a right which the 
Changon had to come on, and it has been laid 
down that one has no ee to stand in a 
difficulty upon a right, though it may be a per- 
fectly ie right, regardless of the safety of 
others, and that, although there may be a rule 
of the sea, yet a man who has the management 
of one ship is not to be allowed to follow that 
rule to the injury of a vessel of another where 
he could avoid the injury by pursuing a different 
course. ‘. 

By going on the Changon placed herself and ! 
the Bellaarat in a position which was likely to 
lead to a collision, and for this she is to blame. 

The Assessors are also of opinion and I concur 
in that opinion that those on board the Changon 
Were also to blame in failing to take proper steps 
to secure that the wheel was properly manned 
and that the engines were properly manned. : 

Hach side will pay half of the Court fees and 
half of the Assessors’ fees, and otherwise each 
side will bear their own costs. 

(Signed) H. 8S. WILKrnson. 
Supreme Court, 
Shanghai, 14th April, 1904. 
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THE KOWLOON LAND AND 
BUILDING Co., LD. 


CONFIRMATORY MEETING. ; 

An extraordinary general meeting of the 
shareholders of the above Company was held at 
the office of the Company at noon on the 26th ult. 
for the purpose of confirming the special reso- 
lutions yhich were ) apraei at the extraordi 

shareholders on - the 
instant. .There were present Mesars. T. H. 
Reid (chairman), A. ger, T. F. Hough, E. 
B. Shepherd, W. H. Gaskell, 8. J. Michael, M. 
8. Northcote, and A. 8. Hooper (secretary). 

The SkEcRetTary having the notice 
convening the meeting, : 

The CHAIRMAN said that the meeting! had 
been called to confirm the special resolutions 


at the extraordi eral 
holders on the Sioa 


meeting of 
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becoming more agreeable. 
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Mr. 8. J. MicHarL proposed that resolution 
A be confirmed, viz, in icle 81 the words 
“Five Hundred Dollars” shall be substituted 
for the words “One Hundred and Fifty Dollars.” 

Mr. M. 8. Nortucote seconded and it was 
agreed. 

Mr. 8. J. MIcHAEL proposed that resolution 
B be confirmed. In Article 102 the words “An 
Anditor” shall be substitnted for the words 
“Two Auditors.” 

Mr. E. B. SHEPHERD seconded. and it was 
agreed. 

Mr. 8. J. MICHAEL proposed that resolution C 
beconfirmed. In Article 108the word “Auditor” 
shall be substituted for the word ‘‘Auditors.” 

Mr. M. 8. NortTHcorE seconded and it was 
agreed. 

That was all the business. 


HONGKONG GYMKHANA CLUB. 
a eee 
FIRST MEETING. 


Patrons.—His Excellency F. H. May, C.M.G. 
(the Officer Administering the Government) ; 
His Excellency Vice-Admiral Sir Gerard Noel, 
K.C.B. ; His Excellency Major-General Villiers 
Hatton, C.B.; Rear-Admiral The Hon. A. G. 
Curzon-Howe, C.B., C.M.G., C.V.0.; Com. 
modore C. G. Dicken, R.N. 

Committee.—The Stewards of the Hongkong 
Jockey Club (ez-officio): P. Alderton, Esq. ; 
W. A. Cruickshank, Esq.; T. F. Hough, Esq. ; 
F. H. Lyon, Esg., R.N.; Capt. Nugent, R.A.; 
W. J. Gresson, Esq. ; 

Clerk of the Scales.—F. H. Lyon. Esq., R.N. 

Judge.—H. P. White, Esq. 

Starter.—G. C. C. Master, Esq. 

Second Starter—W. W. G. Ross, Esq. 

Timekeeper.—J. R. Michael, Esq. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.—F, B. 
Deacon, Esq. 

The Hongkong Gymkhana Club held their 


first meeting at Happy Valley on the 23rd ult. | 
commencing at 4 p.m. 


There were in all 
six races. At the outset the weather was wet 
and overcast, but later clear blue patches 
of sky showed between the murky clouds, things 
The ground, in con- 
sequence of recent rains, was very heavy, 
times as a result being poor. The 
number of spectators was not great, many 
being kept away by the wet. Botting, in a 
small way, was carried on to one side of a 
refreshment room conducted by the King 
Edward Hotel. The pari-mutuel on Saturday 
only collected money for winners. While 
dividends were not startling they were 
all fairly substantial, especially when it is 
remembered that the capabilities of the various 
horses are generally known. On the arrival of 
His Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Government the band—that of the Sherwood 
Foresters, under Bandmaster Bradley—struck 
up the National Anthem. In the course of the 
afternoon they rendered the following pro- 
gramme :— 


l. Two Step............ “ Anona ow... _.Grey 
2. Overture.:....... “La Sirene” 2.0... Auber 
3. Selection...... A Gountry Girl...... Monckton 
4, Valse.........00.. “ Sympathie” ...... Mezzacapo 
5. Spanish Dance...‘‘La Paloma”......... Yradier 
6. Selection...‘ Plantation Songs “.:, Chambers 
7. Gavotte...... “Immer Wieder ” ... Vandervill 
8. Valse......... “ Reine du Danube” .... PB. 

Regimental March..“ The Yor: 

The results were :-— 


THE GRANTH? “1 resented by Hart 

r all subscription griffins 
of any season that have never won an official 
race. Weight for inches as per scale. Un- 
placed runners allowed dlbs. Jockeys that 
have won an official race in Hongkong or 
China 2lbs. extra; 
allowed Slbs. Entrance $5. 5 Furlongs. 

Mr. W. G. Clarke's Standard, 10st 10Ib 


Mr. E. Howard's Teetotum, 10st 3lb 
(Mr. Gresson) 2 
Mr. J. Paterson's Zufall, 10st 12ib... Se 


Mr. Alleynian’s Modesty, 10st 121 


(Mr. Gillingham) 0 |- 


Mr. H. 8. Gaskell’s Arranapogne, 10st 7Ib... 
(Mr. Gaskell) 0 

Mr. H. A. MacIntyre's Persistence; 10st 51b 
(Mr. MacIntyre) 0 


‘Tue “ IcH1Ban” Cup:—Presented by G. C. C. 


non-winning Jockeys | Helene. 


(Mr. Clarke) 1/THe GyaKHana CLUB CHALLENGE CUP :— 


(Mr. Johnstone) 3 | 
b 


[May 2, 1904. 


Mr. Godfrey Master's Lumberer, list 3ib...-' 
~ (Mr. Alderton) 0. 
Mr. N. H. Rutherford’s Mongoose, 10st. 5lb 
(Mr. Robertson) 0 
The eight: ponies started off in company, 
Standard leading, Arranapogue second. At the 
Black Rock Teetotum and Zufall challen 
for second place, and at: the bend the order 
assumed that of the finish. Teetotum challeng- 
ed the leader in the straight, but without result. 
Time, 1 min. 21 secs. 
’ Pari-mutuel, $23. 


Tue Easr Pornt Cup :—Presented by th 
Hon. C. W. Dickson. For all China ponies 
weight for inches as per scale. Winners of an 
open race or open griffin race 5lbs. extra ; non- 
winning subscription griffins allowed 5lbs. 
J arg araselasey and allowances as per Race 
No. 1, Entrance $5. From the two-mile post 
once round and in. 

Mr. John Peel's Ca Canny. list ... ... ... 

(Mr. Johnstone) 1 

Mr. Percy's Discord, llst’5Ib... 0.000.000: 

, (Mr. Alderton) 2 

Mr. A. Babington's Rocket; 10st 121b ... ... 

(Mr..Gresson) 3 
Mr. G. H. Edwards's Sylph Rose, 10st 2lb ... 
(Mr. Clarke) 0 

Mr. J. R. Gillingham's Kid, 10st 12Ib...... 

; : (Mr. Gillingham) 0 

Mr. W. Inglis's Eclipse, 11st 4lb (Mr. Inglis) 0 
Passing the judges’ stand for the first time 

Eclipse had the lead, Rocket second, Sylph Rose 

third, and Ca Canny fourth. Kid tells long 

way behind. Eclipse, ridden furiously, continued - 
to make the running, being “played out” and 
easily overtaken in the Straight. Ca Canny 
won by about a length. 

Time, 2 min. 28 secs. 

Pari-mutuel, $9.50. 


Master, Esq. Hurdle race. For all China 
ponies. Weight 11 stone. Jockeys’ penalties 
and allowances as per Race No.1, but winners 
of a hurdle race or steeplechase on an off day 
at Shanghai or Hongkong to be treated as 
winning jockeys. Entrance, $5. From the 
grand stand, twice round and in. 

Mr. J. Lewis’s Starling, llst 2lb ... 1... 
(Mr. Alderton) 1 

Mr. G. Cooper's Chautauqua, llst 2lb.... ... 
(Mr. Cooper) 2 

Mr. J. Johnstone’s Ben Wyvis, list 2lbe ... 
(Mr. Johnstone) 3 

Mr. J. R: Michael's Pink Rose, 10st 12lb ... 
(Mr. Gillingham) 0 

Mr. W.R. Robertson’s Digby Grand, List 21b 
(Mr. Mackie) 0 
Starling at first took the lead, with 
Chautaqua and Digby Grand following closely. 

Pink Rose shortly after the commence- | 

ment fell behind, seeming to lose her wind. The 
jumping was very poor at first, but improved 


wi 8. 
Pari-mutuel, $14.60. 


Potro Pony Scurry.—For a Cup presented 
‘by the Cluf.—Open to all bona fide polo- 
ponies as such by the Committee of 
the Club. Catch weights not less than 11 stone. | 
Best of three heats, toberun without dismount- ° 
ing, each from the distance post in. En- 
trance $5. 

Mr. H. J. Gedge's Punch, list (Mr. Gresson) 1 

Mr. J. Johnstone's Vanity, list .... 0 0. ¢ 

(Mr. Johnstone) 2 

Mr. Carruthers’s Belle Helene, Hist: ....... 

. Cruickshank) 0 

Mr. H. J. Gedge’s Judy, 11st 3lb (fr. Gedge) 0 

Mr. J. F. Knox’s Wallflower, 11st 3lb ... = , 

ox 


Rigs Kn 

First Heat: 1, Vanity; 2, Belle Helene; 3,. 

Punch. . . 
Second Heat: 1, Punch; 2, Vanity; 3, Belle 


Third Heat: 1, Punch; 2, Vanity; 3, Judy. 
Pari-mutuel, $17.50. 


Value $—, (not less than $200). For all 
Chins ponies. Weight for inches as per 
scaie. Penalties ‘and allowances as per Race 
No. 2. Jockeys” penalties and allowances as‘ 
per Race No. 1. To be won by the pony 
scoring most marks in tlie races for the Cw 
by the end of the Club’s season, counting 4- 
for a first, 2 fora second and 1} for a third. 
The benefit of marks already scored to pass: 
with the pony on a gale. Any winner of the . 


OS ee 


aa 


’ Mr. T. C. Gray, reo. 12 strokes 


May 2, 1904.] 


race to carry 5lbs. extra for each win in sub- 
sequent starts for the Cup ; penalties accumn- 
lative up to loIbs. Five to start or no race. 
Entrance $5, to go in the purchase of a 
memento to the winner of each race. One 


mile. 
Mr. John Peel's Ca Canny, Ilst i. 
(Mr. Johnstone) 1 


“Mr. W. G. Clarke's Standard, 10st 51b 


(Mr. Clarke) 2 

Mr. Percy's Discord, lst 5b 3... 

(Mr. Alderton) 3 
Mr. A. Babington's Rocket,-10st 12Ib.. 
= (Mz. Gresson) 0 

Mr. W. Inglis'’s Eclipse. 11st 4b... 
(Mr. Inglis) 0 

Mr. J. H. Lewis's Muscatel, Ist 2... ... 
(Mr. Gillingham) 0 
Passing the Stand Eclipse had a good lead, 

Discord and Muscatel following neck and neck. 

After passing the Football Stand Standard and 

Ca Canny beat Muscatel for third place. To- 

wards the village Ca Canny draw ahead, with 

Standard second, Discord third. 

Time, 2 min 16 3/5secs. 
Pari-mutuel $9.80. 

THE “Primrose” Cup.—Presented by J. H. 
Lewis, Esq.—For all China ponies that have 
won no flat race of any description since the 
Ist January, 1904. Weight for inches as per 
scale. T'o be ridden by Jockeys that have not 
won an official race in Hongkong or China. 
Entrance $5. Half mile. 

Mr. G. H. Edwards's Sylph Rose, 10st 12\b 

(Mr. Clarke) 1 

Mr. H. 8. Gaskell’s Arranapogue, 10st 121b 

(Mr. Gaskell) 2 
Mr. J. Paterson's Zufall, llst Ib ....... 
(Mr. Knox) 3 

Mr. Alleynian’s Modesty, llst 0Olb  ... 

(Mr. Gillingham) 0 

Mr. E. Howard's Teetotum. 10st 6lb .. 

; (Mr. Deacon) 0 

Mr. H. A. Macintyre’s Persistence, llst 1lb 

(Mr. Macintyre) 0 

Mr. N. H. Rutherford's Mongooe. 10st 11]b 

(2ibo.w.) ... ... ....... (Mr. Lyon) 0 
Sylph Rose won this, the last event, after a 
good contest. Arranapogue was second. Zufall 
third. - : 
Time, 1 min. 3-2/5 secs. 
Pari-mutuel $10.60. 


ROYAL HONGKONG GOLF CLUB. 
The following cards were returned at the 


quarterly meeting held at Happy Valley from 
the 23rd to the 25th April, 1904 :— 


MCEWEN CUP. 
Mr. A. Broo e Smith... 91 — 11 = 80 
Dr. Martin. R.N.... ... 87 — 6= 81 
“Mr. C. M. G. Burnie x3 — 1 = 82 
“Mr. FE. V. D. Parr .. 92 — 10 = 8 
‘Mr. G. A. Parker, RN. 90 — 6 = 84 
Mr. J. Rodgers .. 96 — 12 = 84 
‘Mr. T. GC, Gray ... 100 — 16 = 84 
Mr. E. J. Grist . 88 — 8=R5 
Mr. C. H. Grace we 99 — 14 = 85 
Mr. W. Taylor .. 103 — 18 = 85 
entries 


BOGEY AND MARTIN CUP. 
Mr. E. J. Grist, receives 2 strokes... all squara 
Dr. Gibson, rec. 8 strokes... ... 0... 35 % 
Me. EH. V.D. Parr, rec. 8 strokes one down 
Mr. A. Brooke Smith, rec: 8 strokes ... 


. 
” ” 


Mr. J: Rodgers, rec. 8 st-okes... ... 3 down 
28 entries. 
POOL. 


Dr. W. L. Martin, RN. 87 — 6= 81 


Mr. C. M. G, Burnie ... 88 — 1 = 82 
Mr. E. V. D, Parr 92 — 10 = 82 
Mr. J. Rodgé 94 — 12 = 82 
Mr. L. D, Thomas 10! — 19 = 83 
Mr. T. ©. Gray 100 — 16 = 84 
Mr. E. J. Grist 8s — = 85. 


In the third round of the tournament now pro- 

gressing for the Golf Championship of the 
Colony two important matches were played 
on Sunday. The results were:—T. 8S. Forrest 
beat E. J. Grist (4 and 2); C. W. May beat 
C. M. G. Burnie (2 and 1). 
. The competition for the annual Captain's 
Cup is nearly completed, Dr. Drew, R.N., 
having reached the final and having to play the 
winner of J. E. Lee and T. C. Gray. 


| 
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H.K.C.C. TOURNAMENT. 

The position up to date is :— 
DOUBLES HANDICAP. 

Second Round :—Boggan and King scratched 
to Pinckney and, Grist; G@. H. Potts and E. 
Deacon beat Pye and Bell; Beattie and Man- 
ning beat Gittins and Dixon; Wood and Gale 
scratched to R. and H. Hancock: Martin and 
Strickland beat Orme and Fletcher: Atkinson 
and Smith beat Hallifax aud Newland; Beavis 
and Rouse beat H. A. Seth and H. M. Bain; 
Murphy and Boyd beat Sayer and 8. A. Seth. 
Scottland Gillingham beat Loureiro and H. D. 
Bain; Boyd and Smith. R.A.. beat Hooper and 
Knyvett; Edwards and Ward beat Bird and 
Birbeck : Craig and Holyoak beat Stodart and 
Goldring ; Tozer and Grimble beat Kirkpatrick 
and Miles ; Humphreys and Pearce heat Wode- 
house and Swan. 

Third Round:—Martin and Strickland beat 
Gray,and Dartnell, 6—0. 6—3,; Atkinson and 
Smith beat Beavis and Rouse, 8—G, 6—3; 
Beattie and Manning beat G. H. Potts and 
E. Deacon. 

Fourth Round:—Martin and Strickland beat 
Atkiason and Smith. 7—5, 6—1. 

SINGLES HANDICAP (CLASS A). 

Second Round :—H. W. Slade scratched to 
H. Pinckney; W. J. Newland beat C. E. H. 
Beavis; L. Murphy beat J. H. Swan; R. Han- 
cock beat J. R. Wood, A. Boyd beat G. N. 
Orme ; E. G. Barrett scratched to P. R. Wolff; 
E. Deacon beat A. B. Rouse: E. Humphreys 
beat H. Hancock ; E. R. Hallifax beat R. E. O. 
Bird; W. L. Martin beat A. G. M. Fletcher ; 
H. Humphreys scratched to A. Humphreys; P. 
Strickland beat P. R. Scott; A. C. Butt beat 
Whyte, R.A.; E. J. Grist beat J. Hooper ; 
H. W. Smith, R.A. beat T. §. Pearce; 

‘Third Round:—L. Murphy beat W. J. New- 
land; A. Boyd beat P. R. Wolff; E. Hum- 
phreys beat E. Deacon; E. R Hallifax beat 
W. L. Martin. 

CHAMPIONSHIP. 

Second Round:—A. Humphreys beat H. 
Humphreys; P. R. Wolff scratched to R. Han- 
cock; W. L. Martin beat C. A. Parker, P. 
Strickland beat A. C. Butt. 

SINGLES HANDICAP (CLA88 B). 

Second Round:—R. B. Beattie beat W. E. 
Craig; L. E. Dartnell beat W. King; R. Bog- 
gan ‘beat T. C. Gray; W. S. Allen beat R. 
Birbeck ; R. Manning beat 8. A. Seth; P. K. 
ge beat A. G. Ward; C. P. Chater beat 

. M. Bain. 

Third Round:—R. B. Beattie beat L. E. 
Dartnell. 

PROFESSIONAL PAIRS. 

Second Round:—Grist and Beavis - beat 
Wodehouse and Orme; R. Hancock and Slade 
beat|Kirkpatrick and Miles, R.A.; A. and E. 
Humphreys beat Butt and Parker; Boyd and 
Smith beat Pinckney and Scott; Martin and 
Strickland beat Beattie and Manning; Atkin- 
son and Smith beat H. Hancock and Chater. 

Third Round :—Atkinson and Smith beat R. 
Hancock and Slade. 


ROWING. 
——0 
V.R.C. SCRATCH RACES. 

Members of Victoria Recreation Club pulled 
off two four-oared scratch races on Saturday. 
A secretary's launch left Blake Pier. with 
rowers and spectators, at 3 o'clock. and after- 
war ds followed the races. The Pacific Mail 
launch, with Mr. H. A. Burke and Mr. H. Hobbins 
(Vice-Consul at- Hongkong for the United 
States), watched the first race. Mr. Hazeland’s 
sailing-yacht Seagull cruised around the vicinity. 
Another steam-launch, also, was the Starters’ 
launch. A Police launch kept the course clear. 

rs were Messrs. G. A. Caldwell and 
E. W. Mitchell. 

Judges. Messrs. F. D. Bain and T. Meek in 

the first race, Messrs. F. D. Bain and A. Chap- 


“I in the second race. 


THE FIRST RACE. 
he first race commenced at 3.30 o'clock. 
Shamrock had the inside berth, her course being 
slightly calmer than the others. Thistle was at 
No. 2 Station, Rose at No. 3. 
Shamrock got a bad start. Thistle secured s 
slight lead at the outset, the three boats next 
drawing level. Rose fell behind. Shamrock 


c 
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spurted ahead of Thistle, assuming a lead by 


about a length. Rose fell to about two or even 
three lengths behind. This was the position at 


half-mile. Towards the finish Rose recovered 
lost ground, the three beats, to borrow a turf 
expression, going neck-and-neck. A most 
exciting race and a close finish. The result 


Thistle ... free Ake at ens WA 
Rose... ae a 
Shamrock .. «0 0. 2. ww 8 


The crews were :— : 

Thistle—_R. Witchell (stroke), E. P. Musso, 
A. G. V. Riberio. J. H. Seth (bow), and T, 
Miller (cox). 

Rose.—J. Witchell (stroke), L. E. Lammert 
G. Cruickshank, W. T. Andrews (bow), and F. 
Lammert (cox). . : 

Shamrock.—C. E. A. Hance (stroke), E. F. 
Aucott, H. A. Seth, H. M. Bain (bow), and F. 
W. White (cox). : 

SECOND RACE. 

Thistle got the best start, Shamrock a poor. 
one. Thistle took the lead, pulling. it appeared, 
with too much “ beef” at the outset. Shumrock 
spurted ahead. but Rose was manipulated more . 
steadily than the other two. The competitors 
went together some distance, when Rose began to 
draw out,and Thistle fall behind. Thistle spurted 
well towards the end, coming in second to Rose,’ 
a handsome winner by abont. three lengths. 
The result was :— 


TOGO! be sae ak Ae Gadd ee aerate 
Thistle... 0.002. eee ae QD 
Shamrock wed 


The crews were :— 
Rose.—H. Rapp (stroke), H.C. Austen, J. P. 
Jordan, J. D. Cameron (bow), and F, Lammert 


(cox.). 

Thistle —L. A. Musso (stroke), T. E. Pearce, 
F. M. Roza Pereira, T. C. Swaby (bow), and 
F. W. White (cox), 

Shamrock.—F. K. Tata (stroked), H. SB. 
Holmes, A. V. Barros, E. Millar (bow), and 
O. R. Chunnutt (cox). 

In the second race, by the way, the time, 74 
minutes, was much better than that of the 
first race. 

PRESENTATION OF PRIZES. 


At the conclusion of the races Mr. A. 
Chapman, Chairman of the club, presented © 
prizes to the winning crews. He reminded all 


those who took an interest in Watet Polo that 
there would be a meeting at 5.30 p.m. on 
Wednesday next. He expressed pleasure in 
seeing so much “ new blood.” 


HONGKONG. 
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Mr. E. A. Hewett has been appointed member 
of the Medical Board. ; 

H.M.8. Espiegle, Comdr. E. G. Barton, 
returned from Weihaiwei on the 22nd ult." . 

Eighty-seven Army details arrived by the 
P. & O. 8.8. Chusan on the 22nd ult. . 

The Vengeance and Creasy: left on the 25th 
ult. The Rinaldo’ left for Singapore ‘yes- 
terday. 

It 1s notified in the Gazette that Lieut. E. G. 
Barrett, H.K.V.C., has been granted leave of 
absence for 12 months. i 

The Chinese gun-boat Chantung . passed 
through Hongkong Harbour, on her way from 
Canton to Samsui, on the 25th ult. 

A hotification with regard to quazantine 
arrangements against Hongkong in Nether- 
lands-India appears in the Gasette. 

Vice-Admiral Fanshawe, on-the Australian 
station, will in future carry his flag on H.M.S. 
Euryalus. This large armoured cruiser arrived 
at Hobart recently from England via Albany, 
to relieve the Royal Arthur as flagship on ne 
Australian station. ve 

Friday, being s Portuguese national fete 
day, known as the “Outorga da Carta Cont 
stitacional,” the anniversary of the signin the 
Charter of the Constitution (of © Portagal, by 
Dom Pedro IV in ore perky of Rio de Janeiro 
in 1826, was celebrated at Hongkong. _War- 
ships, British and otherwise, dressed ship, and 
salutes wore fired at noon. In the afternoon 
8 tes-party was given aboard the Portuguese 
battleship Vasco da Gama, yer the Portagu:s 
cruiser Adamastor also indulged in light 
festivity. At Macao the occasion was observed 


as 8 day, Government offices : 
sie mgr ele ey, Go = 


-HM.S. Andromeda, Capt, Nelson Ommanney 

. the relief for H.M.S8. Blenheim, arrived fro 

. Portamouth on the 29th ult. She left-Singapo 
24th ult., and had a fine ; 

Capt Greet, who is taking over command o 
the Qcean, vice Rear-Admiral Foote, arrive 
from England by the P. & O. ss. Chusa 
on the 22nd ult. 

On the 22nd ultimo the British fleet return-; 
ed from Mirs Bay, the vessels being the battle- ! 
ships Glory, Albion, Ocean, Vengeance, and’ 
Centurion, the cruisers Talbot, Gressy, and| 
Amphitrite, and the despatch-boat Alacrity. 

"ite. R. F. Johnston, Acting Assistant Golod 
nial Secretary and Clerk of Councils, who is 
proceeding shortly to Weihaiwei to take up |’ 
there the post of Secretary to the Government, to 
which he Mae been seconded for a year, was en« 
tertained to a farewell dinner on the 27th ult. b 
some of the leading Chinese gentlemen of thi 
Colony. A few European guests were alo 
present to meet him. | 

The return of deaths in the Colony during 
February shows a total of 332, of which 17 
were in the European and foreign community 

12 civilians, 3 Aymy, 2 Navy) and 315 among’) | 
the Chinese. 118 deaths were due to chest 
affections, 7 to malaria, and 3 only to plague. 
The British and foreign civil death-rate was 14.9 
per 1,000 per annum ; that for the Chinese, land 
12.9, boat 9.2, land and boat, 12.3; and for the 
whole civil community, 12.4. 

The Chilean training-ship General Baqueduno' 
Comdr. Luis Gomez. arrived from Singapore on: 
the 23rd ult. at the Foreign Warship| 
Anchorage. Her original port was Valparaiso,| 
Colombo being visited immediately previous to 
Singapore. She is bound on a long voyage so 
that the cadets and recruits may have a 
thorough training. The General Baquedano, 
which is of 2,330 tons displacement, 1,500 
horse power, and 13 knots speed, was 
built at Elswick, and like the majority 
of training ‘ships is full rigged. Indeed 
her tapering masts, numerous spars, and rigging 
make her look more like « frigate of the days of 
Trafalgar than a modern built vessel, con- 
structed as she was in 1900. The vessel is fitted 
with Belleville experimental boilers and 
carries a number of engineer cadets who are 
being versed in the working of these boilers ag 
well as a large number of ordinary naval cadets 
The vessel's armament consists of four 4.7-in 
guns, two 12-prs. two 6-prs, and sundry light 
machine guns with one torpedo-tube. She will 
“probably remain several days at Hongkong. 


Shortly “after 1 am. on the 24th ult. 
the fire-bell rang, summoning the Fire Brigade 
to Bonham Strand West, where an outbreak 
had occurred in the building forming No. 1 a 
that street and extending through to Winglok 
Street, No. 165. The Brigade under Mr. E. R. 
llifax was speedily on the scene, the hoses 
coupled and the engine get to work to pump 
water from the Praya. As usual, there was a 
long wait before a supply could be got. from the 
mains. Indeed, before the Brigade could got 
water the flames had obtained o thorough grip 
on the building, and the flames rose high in the 
air. No. 165, Winglok Street was gutted from 
top to bottom and the roof fell in. No. 1, Bon- 
ham Strand West was also gutted on the two 
top floors. By three o'clock the firemen had 
the ‘conflagration well in hand; an hour later. 
it was entirely extinguished and all danger 
of it spreading was over. These two build. 
inge—two storiessmare occupied by the same 
firm of merchants who trade under the pames 
of the Yee Fat and the Yee Hing Lung. 
No. 1, Bonham Strand West was used as the 
shop, No. 165, Winglok Street as a go- 
corm while the we foes were pes 
ivin, pisces e employees and as offices 
etc. 2 ere wate an gie-chatt and communica 
tion doors batween the two buildings. The! 
stook consisted of dried outtlefish, shrimps, 

i , and various other edibles. It is su 
poued thatthe. fire originated at the back of te 
godown, but. the cause is unknown. All 
persous who .were .on the premises at-the tim 
of the.autbreak contrived to make good thei 
escape.. ‘The-stook: was insured -for $37,500 wi 
the. Manchester, the South British, and th 

-. SWian. Companies. By 
owners of the shop the value of the stock is pu 
at $40,000. Mr. Hallifax -was assisted in the 


supervision ofthe. Brigade Inspector Lane | pieces, 
and Serseant R. Maadonla” \ Pe water at the place. 
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The following telegram from H.B.M.’s Consul 
at Newchwang is published in the Gazette:— 
“Vessels have been warned not to cross bar 
between dusk and daylight.” 


The battleships Albion, Glory and Ocean, and 
the cruisers Amphitrite aud Sirtia left on the 
28th ult. for Mirs Bay. It is understood that 
they proceed North on the 9th prox. after com- 


Senhor Conselheiro Romano, the Portuguese 
Consul-General, entertained a party of naval 
officers from the Portuguese wars ips Vasco 
da Gama and Adamastor at luncheon on the 24th 
ult. at his residence “ Duart,” Arbuthnot Road. 

For the first time this year a bad return was 
issued on the 25th ult. by the Acting Medical 
Officer of Health with regard to plague. Dr. 
Pearse reports 8 cases in the 48 hours ending 
at, noon on Monday, 7 of them fatal. All were 
Chinese, and two were imported. More cases 
have been reported since, bringing the year's 
total up to 54. 


By kind permission of Rear-Admiral von 
Holtzendorff, the Band of the Hansa gave ‘an 
orchestral concert;in the Theatre on the 22nd ult. 
This is the second occasion this season on which 
a. Band from a German warship visiting the 
port has given an orchestral concert in the 
Theatre. and the Hanso's band was favoured 
last night with a full house. An excellent 
programme was provided embracing selections 
from the works of Weber. Schumann, Gounod, 
Czibulka, Brahms, Schubert. Wagner and 
Stuart. We do not know that the Hansu’s 
Band has given a concert before in the Colony. 
but it is safe to say that they will be welcomed 
by lovers of music in the Colony whenever they 
are visiting Hongkong again. The entire 
programme was played in first-class style and 
each item it was evident was keenly enjoyed by 
the audience. In acknowledgement of the’ 
the enthusiastic appreciation of the audience, 
two or three extra pieces were played, the 
eoncert being brought to a close shortly after 
eleven with a few bars of the British national 
authem. ; 

On the 30th ult. there took place the funeral 
of InspectorJ. H. Gidley of the Hongkong Police 
Force. Mr. Gidley had been in bad health 
for some time past, suffering from Bright's 
disease, and he had only returned to Hong- 
kong after spending a period of leave 
in the Straita Settlements, to which he had been 
recommended to go with a view to a cure of his 
ailment. He was in the Police for about thir- 
teen years and was connected with the 
Detective Department, of which he was one 
of the most valued members, for about 
six years. He got a medal for the work he did 
in connection with the suppression of plague in 
1894 and last year he was awarded another for 
“his services in connection with Sir Henry 
Blake's experimental administration of First 
Street at West Point when plague was 
so prevalent there. Among the Police 
he was very highly respected and was gene- 
rally a favourite by reason of his genial, 
ways and obliging manner. He was married 
about three years ago when home on leave. 
Our sympathy for Mra. Gidley will be echoed 
by all who knew her husband. 


The sunken steamer Pakshan, formerly owned 
by Messrs. Bradley & Co., has been completely 
removed. It will be remembered that in 
June, 1902 a steamer, the Pakshan. 
lying off West Point, near Jardine’s old 
wharf, disappeared one night in a manner pro- 
bably never heard of before. An engineer, new 
to the ship, had taken the cover off a sea valve, 
allowing water to rush into the engine-room 
with such force that he was powerless to stop it. 
The steamer gradually settled downin 50 feet of 
water. Mr. E. F. Gibson subsequently made a 
fruitless attempt to raise the vessel, a having 
undertaken the task, was required to remove 
her in the only remaining way—by dynamite. 
He was not allowed to use more than 25 
{ pounds of the explosive at one tim, so the 
job was a very long one. To use his 
own expression: “it was like taking a 
hundred bites at an apple.” Mr. Gibson, af 
course, would have liked to clear the vicinity 
| of shipping and let one big charge 
did not suit the Harbour Master's views. All 
the material wag repiéved after being blown to 
i and there. is now some clear. six fathoms 
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pleting certain firing exercises. f | 


‘voluntary liquidation. 


off, but this. 


labourers are entering the Philippine: 
rosa, of course—and that the Iz 
ment is keeping quiet on the subject. — 
’ The Kiangnan Arsenal at Shanghai is to be 
removed to Wuhu, a site there having just been 
selected. ‘The cost of the removal is estimated 
at 3,000,000 taels. 
The shipments of Ceylon tea to Russia, days 
the Times of Ceylon, are continuing merrily, Pe 


whatever hardships thé Russians may have to | 
undergo in consequence of the war, ¢ 
suffer in thoir tea. a 


We have received from the Xobe Chronicle 
office Part I. of A Diary of the Russo-Japu- 
nese War, with aor and ulustrations, mae 


ey won't 


now in its second edition, and from the Kobe 
Herald office an illustrated War Supple ent, 
also well illustrated. Both are sxosllant pro- 
ductions and give a good idea of the enterprise 
of our Kobe contemporaries. i 

On the 22nd inst. Yuan, Taotai 
was telegraphically instructed by the Waiwtpu 
that the portrait of the Empress Dowager, to 
be exhibited at the 8.) Louis Exposition and 
after to be presented to the United States, was 
on its way South from Tientsin by the Hsinchi. 
The portrait (which was painted by Migs Carl, 
as we recorded sore time ago) is to be placed in 
the Temple of Longevity in Shanghai native 
city. pending the arrivaljof the American mail. 

The Courrier..d'Haighong of the 7th inst. 
says :—It will be recalled that by the terms of 
Article (| of the diplomatic instrument signed 
at Paris on the 13th. Febraary last, Siam is 

revented from maintaining in Battambong, 

isophon, and Siemrap an i but those of 
the native Police rontmenaed by French officers, 
If we are correctly: informed, the Governor- 
General of French Indo-China proposes to 
entrust the organisation) of this future militia 
to several Inspectors of His native guards, on the 
Tonkin list, whose pay! would be met by the 
budget of the Ministry for, Foreign Affairs. 

At an sara nines general meeting of the 
shareholderg of the Na, i Hotel, ‘Limited, 
it was decided that the ompeny’ soni go into 

The capital of the 
Company was 130,000 yen fully paid up, and 
there are first debentures to the amount of 
170,000 yen at 7 pér cent., and second debentures 
to|the amount;of 93,000 yen. Interest amounting 
to 5,950 yen is due on the first of- these deben- 
tures and 6,510 yen on the second issue. The 
receipts of the Company, it was stated, 
were under 5,000 yen a month. Mr. P. J. 
Buckland has been appointed liquidator subject 
to the approval of the Court at Hongkong. ~ 

The following can hardly: be classed as ‘War 
news.” It is a telegram from the Now! Krai, 
appropriately dated Liaoyang, lst April :—*The 
first encounter of the /trosps in Corea was a 
brilliant victory for the Russian arms. The 
Japanese lost ten times as y men as we did. 
According to the Coreans, the Japanese buried 
fifty dead. Five hundred Coreans were engaged 
to carry 120 wounded. The confusion was so 
great that the Japanese waved two red cross 
flags as a signal for mercy. : The total losses of. 
the Japanese from the commencement of hosti- 
lities to the middle of February are two ironclads 
damaged, one cruiser ‘sunk, eleven destroyers 
sunk, and in addition, one cruiser damaged at 
the battle of Chemulpo.” =. ; 

The Manila Sunday Sun for the past two 
months has been conducting a very vigorous 
campaign against the management of the, 
Orpheum Theatre in Manila. We mentioned 
the grounds of complaint and the outcome of the 
quarrel the other day. Briefly, the Sunday Sun 
alleged that the house was run chiefly for ‘the 
liquor license and that the actresses were 


of Shanghai, 


| allowed to drink in the private boxes with patrons 


of the show. The ment ejected Mr 
O’Brien one night because <4 aaa eal rae 
had appeared ‘in hi r, and the Sun's edi 
tusrenpon aingunsed this “paper. would: pa: 
for its seats in future and insist on its — - 
ence. The Sun a ee cos 
Levy and Jones are proposing to open houses” 
simailar to the Orpheum in Shanghai,and Hong- 
kong, with the permission ofthe authorities, and 
ae ogee Levy is in-Shanghai making; arrenge- 
ments now. ‘ . 


The Austrian Lloyd 8.8, E. Frans Ferdinand 
arrived from Japan esterday, and Capt. C. 
Matcovich reports that, 

up three men and s woman from a water’ 
craft. The lookout-man observed a 
drifting palpleesly. at the mercy of the waves. 
Steaming close up, it was seen that she had 
people aboard in great distreas. Waves were 
washing over the craft, breaking into sheata of 
white foam as they curled over the bulwarks. 
It was a little wooden Japanese ship, named the 
Leasyocht, of 67 tons burden, as was 


ogged 


vessel, 


ds 
learned. Capt. Matcovich put out a life-boat and |" 


ordered a rope-ladder to be prepared. Three 
men and one woman were rescued. The natives 
had been caught unawares by a fierce squall, 
sails being blown to ribbons, and the hull strained 
to such an extent that the united efforts of the 
crew with bailers could. not keep water from 
gaining on the hold. -The E. Franz Ferdinand 
was some 200 miles from Moji at the time. The 
poor shipwrecked people had been several days 
in di sometimes seeing a steamer in the 
distance, and making frantic efforts to attract 
attention. Time-and-again their hopes were, 
dashed to pieces when they saw the vessels 
recede. Being in the track of steamers, they 
were at last sighted. Had one of the many 
belts of fog experienced during her voyage 
from Japan swept over the vicinity at that 


‘time it might easily have been otherwise. 


COMMERCIAL. 


a nn 
SILKE. 


From Messrs. A. BR. Burkill & Son’s Circular 
dated Shanghai, 16th of April:—The home mar. 
kete are reported quiet and quotations show no 
change. Raw Silk.—Some business has been dona 
in Tsatlees at a slight decline in prices, whilst 
coarse silks which are scarce have received soma 
attention from buyers. Hand Filatures.—<Are in 
small demand, Crack Chops for America being 
very scarce. Steam Filatures.—A considerable 
business has been done in these, chiefly low grade 
chops, but a small improvement in demand for 
the better chops is also to be noted ; these latter 
sre not very plentiful and are relatively firmly 
held. Yellow Silks.—Stocks are practically ex- 
husted. Wild Silk.—Tussah Filatures are wanted, 
but much higher prices are now being asked for 
the best chops for Autumn delivery. Waste Siik. 
—In Gum Wastes we do not hear of any tran- 
sactions. Some 1,200 piculs Tussah Waste 60/40 
have arrived from Newchwang, and a further 800 
piculs are expected. Most of these arrivals are 
under contracts made some time ago. Dealers ask 
Tls. 80 for 60/40 cargo. 


SUGAR. 

Hongkong, 29th April—The position of the 
market is the same as when last reported. 
Shekloong, No. 1, White...... $8.35 to $8.40 pels. 
. Do. i 50 


» 2, White...... %45 to 7.50 ,, 
Do. » 1, Brown...... 5.85 to 5.90 ,, 
Do. » 2, Brown...... 5.70 to 5.75 _,, 

Swatow, No. 1, White...... 8.20 to 8.25 ,, 
Do. » 2, White.......7.40 to 7.45 re 
Do. » 1, Brown...... 5.75 to 5.80 ,, 
Do. » 2, Brown...... 5.60 to 5.65 _,, 

Foochow Sugar Candy .........12.70 to 12.75 _,, 

Shekloong is ae T eee 10.85 to 10.90, 


RICE. 


Honaxona, 29th April—Some demands having 
come forward the prices are slightly advancing’ 
Saigon, Ordinary ......... ser seeeeeceese+ $2.90 to $2.95 

Round, good quality soos 3.70 to. 3.75 

LOD ceesssccecsrcscscecerseessvees 3.80 tO 3.85 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 3.30 to 3.85 


» Garden, i No. 1.1.08 3.45 to 3.50 
” White, COR Conc rcanenccnes ceeesveences 4.20 to 4.25 
» Fine Cargo .........ccccsscssesseae 4.40 te 4.45 
OPIUM. ; 
27th April. 


’ -Quotations are:—AHowance net to 1 catty. 
Malwa New ..... ......$1000 


Malwa Old. ....cisc0es $1069 to $1080 do 
Malwa Older....... . € 
Malwa V.Old ©... 
Persian fine quality ....8890 to 
Persian extra ‘fine - .... ' to — 
Patna New J...5......... $1845 to — per chest. 
Pataa Old: sermescesereensQlB02$ to — do. 
Benares New ...........0$1945 to — do. 

to — do. 


Benares Old ............81837$ 


on the voyage he pokes last quotations. § about 1,700 bales, 


| must be rapidly ruining out 
+ continued 


COTTON. 
Honexone 22nd April :—Limited ‘business at 


Boa ieey ee 29.00 to 31.00 pioul 
On ge New , Rangoon 
an Dacca seve Ceecesres } 31.00 to 82.00 ” 


Shanghai and Japanese, 82.00 to 88.00 ” 


Tungchow and Ningpo, 32.00 to 83.00 
Bale :—100 bales. 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 

Honexona, 22nd April.—The prices ruling are 
as follows :— 

Corton Yarn— 

Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20, ...$ 90.00 to $128,00 

English—Nos, 16 to 24, ... 114.00 to 120,00 

; » 22 to 24, ... 120.00 to 128.00 

» 28 to 82, .,. 136.00 to 142.00 


» 88 to 42, ... 155.00 to 170.00 
Reported sales 100 hales. 


Corton Precs Goons— per piece 
Grey Shirtings— lbs. .........2.30 to 2.40 
: 7 Ibs. ......0.. 250 to 2.80 
8.4 lbs. ..,.., 3.60 to 4.25 
9 to 10 Ibs....4.830 to 5.50 
White Shirtings—54 to 66 rd. 2.90 to 3.25 
\ 58 to 60 ,, 8.50 to 4.00 
64 to 66 ,, 4.25 to 5.75 
Fine......... 6.00 to 8.50 
Book-folds 6.00 to 8.00 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... 0.85 to 1.76 
T-Cloths—46lbs. (82 a Ord’y.2.80 to 2.80 
7ibs, he ») » 2.50 to 3.00 
6lbs. (32 ,, ), Mexs.'2.60 to 3.00 
Tbs. (82,,), ,, 3.10 to 3.80 
8 to 8.4 eee in.) 8.80 to 4.05 
ills, English—40 yds., 13} 
gs riety } 4.75 to 7.80 
Fancr Corrons— : 
Turkey Red sbitnee tte 1.90 to 4.25 
Brocades—Dyed ......... evesereee O14 to O18 
DamasKs— per yard 
Chintzes—Assorted ............ 0. 9 to 0,22 
Velvets—Black, 22in. ......... 0.28 to 0.45 
Velveteens—18 in, ..........0..0. 0.18kto 0.22 
. per dozen 
Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk 0.75 to 1.00 
WoouLens— «~ per yard . 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops 0.75 to 2.50 
German .cscessessececcseserseesssee 0.60 tO 0.85 
Habit, Med., and Broad Cloths 1.25 to 4.00 
per piece 
ong Elis—Scarlet, 7-10 lbs. 7.80 to 9.50 
; Assorted ...... «» 7.95 to 9.65 
ee ek 13.00 to 35.00 - 
Lastings—30 yds., 81 inches Pa 
nee Assorted § 12.50 to 21.¢0 
Orleans—Plain, 31 in. ......... 10.00 to — 
per pair 
Blankets—8 to 12 Ibs. ......... 4.50- to 9.50 
Fine quality ......1.25 to 1.85 
M sTaLs— per picul 
Tron—Nail Rod .................. 430 to — 
Square, FlatRoundBar(Eng.)4. to — 
Swedish Bar .................. 4385 to — 
Small Round Rod 4.65 to — 
Hoop § to 1}%in. ... 640 to — 
Wire, 16/25 oz. ..... 9.40 to — 
Wire Rope, Old ............... 3.00' to — 
Mrrats— per picul 
Lead, L.B.&Co.andHoleChop 8.50 to — 
Australian c..l..cccceceees os. 850 to — 
YellowM’tal—Muntz 14/20 02.40.00 to — 
Vivian’s 14/2002.40.00 to — 
Elliot’s 14/200z.40.00 to — 
Composition Nails. ............... 61.00 to — 
Japau Copper, Slabs.. .... a eesai 38.50 to — 
AM sessed sccccisadsceeeontaswecsie ses 86.00 to — 
per box. 
Tin-Plates ..c..ccecccccccsseeeeens 700 to — 
‘ per cwt. cases 
Steel $ tod veers B20 to — 
Quicksilver .....cecessessseeeee 855.00 to — 
per box 
Window Glass ,........ Nae sakes » £25 to — 


Messrs, Noel Murray & Co.’s Report, dated: 
Shanghai, 21st April, states:—History as usual: 


is répeating itself, and once again our market is 
following the course now become quite customary 
at this season of the year, although surrounding 
circumstan¢es are so entirely different. There is 
next to nothing doing, and in fact but little 
enquiry, for the reason that holders are not 
prepared to accept the lower prices buyers are 
offering; the consequence being the latter are 
supplying the Lae pay pe demand from goods 
they have on d, and judging by the clearances, 


reco in exchange is in a large 


measure responsible for this, although merely 
brought about by the exigencies of the situation. 


| 


‘ SS 
Se me te 
$$$ RETA al eee 


of stock. The 


The low rates ruling have cansed ‘& reVeraal ‘of 
the-ordinary course, bankers finding more‘seliers 
than buyers, and as a-check have raised ‘their 
rates, ese inconvenient fitotuations not un- 


naturally awaken interest in ‘the curreticy question, — 


80 often mooted, but given up aa- ractically 
hopeless. A-much more determined effort is 
g made now to evolve some workable scheme, 
but the magnitude of it, as portrayed in the 
following article ‘which-ap is one of-our ‘loeal 
dailies, shows how difficult it will beto- establish _ 
“Monetary changes are slow even in the most 
advanced. of commercial nations.” There {s 
nothing more icious ‘to the great butk of 
people, most of whom are more or less unthinking, 
than tampering of a government with national 
coinage. Even the most stupid can understand 
the system which has been, however cradé and 
however inconvenient ; but few are able to estimate 
the advantages of any proposed reform, and'thore 
is always a wide-spread fear that currency chaiiges 
mean loss. Hence the necessity for caution and 
slow progress. But the events of recent years 
have ma 
further delay would be dangerous if not impossible, 
and many suggestions have been offered; notably 
those by the Commission on International 
Exchange of United States of America, ‘as to the 
manner in which the alteration is: to- be brought 
about. Nothing proves ao! conclusively what a 
loosely-connected congeries-of states the Chines - 
Empire is, as the almost endlésg variations in her 
currency values. To get rid: of this ‘once for all, 
to have a currency which will: be taken- without 
demur at its value from the re thes the 
Hsi-kiang, to relegate “touch” and iokery to 
the limbo of forgotten -sqeezes, will bs a relicf 
indeed. Commercially, its effects must s00n 
manifest themselves in the growing ease ‘and 
rapidity with which transactions may be con- 
cluded. There will be no further doubt ag to 
_ oe ee a aes ‘to the householder in 
particolar the double loss attaching to ent 
of salaries in taels and purchase of paplies in 
dollars will no longer be a tax. Whatever the 
ratio, and 32 to 1 has been suggested ‘for varioua 
good reasons, the advan to trade of a 
nonfluctuating standard: can hardly be over- 
estimated. Some diplomacy will have to be 
employed to ensure this, but an. agreement 
between the silver-using countries to buy in fairly 
regular quantities the bullion they need, instead 
of continuing the irregular and odic pur- 
chases of the past, would help to eep the price 
fairly constant, especially if a certain maximum, 
say twenty-eight pence, were fixed beyond which 
governmental purchases would close. The matter 
is very complicated when looked at from all points 
of view, but with three great silver markets, 
hose of London, the United States, and Maxico, 
@ difficulties should not be insurmountable. 
It is the London market which at present is the 
arbiter of the silver world. Of the 200 millions. 
of ounces which roughly represent: the world’s 
annual output, atiout one-half ig divided 
between the Uni agers and Mexico in the 
ratio of about 7 to 3. One advantage in fixing 
the 1 to 82 ratio jis that the danger from 
counterfeiting wouldjbe reduced to & minimum.. 
Politically, the o will be one of'far-reaching 
effect. A great step will have been taken towards 
the unification of this great land, hnd with its 


-| unity must follow that increase of strength which 


division ever : cas and China will stand before 
the world again as a whole. 


meeting her liabiliti 
at fhe last moment. 


of the Powers competing - for:. 

Peking. China- myst learn: to. j and? 
the old advice, “Put money- in ‘thy - ? stall: 
ranks as amongst the best that given to 
those: who wish for independenee: 7; the’ 


promised reform _. 
What with Native -taels. of. endle: 
Mexican dollars, Native dollers; 
depreciated small money, bronse 
“cash,” and a -semi-ga: 
present condition. of the currency 

China would be hard-to beat.. With 
coinage the resident at. the Tres 
traveller in the interior, the nati 
and the citizen in the town,.. 
themeelves freed from present trams 


v apanese -yen,*, 


Cena 


‘| 


ea change 80 desirable for Ching’ that 


846 


in Peking will be a tael in Hankow, Shanghai or 
Canton, and its sub-divisions will be current ten- 
der in hamlet and hotel wherever one may go. 
The endless annoyances, at present so troublesome, 
will have vanished, and, so far as money matters 
are concerned, travel in China need offer no 
further drawback than travel in England or the 
United States. That this will tend toa great 
increase in personal intercourse in certain. Post 
Office Orders will be available through all 
the growing ramificatioris of the Imperial Postal 
System, another unifying influence, and thus faci- 
lities for the purchase of goods or transference of 
gy ey requisites in the form of currency will 

far in advance of what they ever have been. 
It will necessarily be some time before all this can 
come to pass, China iseven more weeded to “olo 
custom” than England, and we have not jyet 
decimalised our currency, notwithstanding the 
fact that for at least two generations we have 


. been repeatedly urged to do 20. But the promise 


of reform in this important matter coupled with 
the reference of Sir Robert Hart’s proposals to the 
Viceroys for consideration is sufficient to give 


_ ground for the assumption that the long hoped-for 
‘advance of China is now to begin.” When this 


eventuates it is hoped that all the disabilities con- 
nected with the present system of Native Banking 
will disappear, and such things as the recently 
established, extra sgnaese on Bank Orders, whereby 
a day’s interest is lost tothe seller. Introduced 
as it was at a time when great stringency 
prevailed a lame excuse was made by the Bankers’ 
Guild on those grounds; but why it should be 
continued now money is so cheap reflecta very 
seriously oh the honesty of purpose of those con- 
cerned ; or do the younger generation of Bankere 
wish to forfeit the high reputation gained by their 
predecessors for their undoubted integrity! Ex- 


‘porters are expected to pay cash for their pur- 


chases of Tea and Silk, etc., so why should not 
the buyers of articles of import be obliged to do 
the same? The system of five and ten days orders 
should be abolished altogether. From the tone of 
recent telegraphic advices from Manchester there 
certainly seems more disposition there to do 
business, but although quotations are about three 
cen lower they are still much above the ideas of 
uyers here. Cotton is reported weaker, the latest 
quotation for Mid. American being 7.62d. and 
Egyptain 9%d. The decline in the former in face 
of the adverse advices from the States is puzzling, 
for there seems 4 be no doubt about it that a 
large proportion of the Cotton recently going for- 
Gard, althaugi swelling the Crop higtes: was 
totally unfit for spinning purposes, and prices 
were fully e to advance to 184 cents for. 
July. From Messrs. W. H. Nott & Co.’s tables 
nor February it is possible to form some idea of 
the supplies that have already arrived here, jbut 
fot yet declared by the Customs; they ard as 
ofllowsa:—Grey goods 9,061,200 yards, Bleached 
goods 7,747,000 yards, Dyed goods 5,742,000 y: , 
and Printed goods 1,762,500. Of the shipments 
from ee to the 7th March, amounting to 
16,203 ges against 66,062 es last ; 
the bulk must cleag aie een We have 
not heard of any further purchases in that 
market. The demand for Yarns continues quiet, 
but the market is steady to firm generally. The 
local mills are now commencing to make | for 
stock and contemplate shutting down two days a 
week, as the cost of production is s0 much above 
eae now current. Raw Cotten is slightly 

er. i 

- MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
Per P.& O. steamer Bengal, sailed on. 28rd 
April. For Manchester:—224 bales waste ailk. 
For London or Manchester :—150 bales waste 
silk, For Marseilles:—463 bales raw silk,| 50 
bales waste silk. For Milan:—10 bales raw gilk. 
For 8¢. Chamond :—19 bales raw silk. For Lon- 
don :—107 half-chests tea from Foochow, 55 bales 
raw silk, 4 cases silks, | case cigars, 1 case - 

peer on boxe 1 case furniture. For Basle ; 
ales waste silk. For Lyons :—415 bales raw 

silk, 9 bales waste silk. r 


Hanxow, 20th April.— The prices quoted ‘are 
for the net shipping weight excluding cost of 


‘ packing for export :— 
Per pi 
Cowhides, best selected .........cecessees wa Ts, 84.60 
0. BECOME ..ciececcssssececesscessers ay 50 
Buffalo hides, best selected ............... 5, 21.00 
Goatekins,untanned (chiefly white colour),, .00 
Buffalo Horns (average 3ibs. each) ...... » 10.00 


‘Green China Grass (Szechuen) ............ ,, 11.00. 


FULO. aie dcccsesaecvescescssediscsses aéascdedewcase Gs 20 
White Vegetable Tallow (Kinchow) ... ,, 10.80 


See 
7: 
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White Vegetable Tallow (Pingchew 
and/or Macheng) 
White Vegetable Tallow (Mongyu) 


Green Vegetable Tallow (Kiyu) ........ »» 11.30 
Amimal Tallow ............cccceesscusees a 9.60 
Gallnuts (usual shape) ... » 19.00 
Do. (Plum) dow w.cseeee cece cece «.s, 28.00 
Tobacco, Tingchow .....:cccccsssssecceseneess * 
Black Bristles ........ccceccssceceeeceeeseusees » 120.00 
Feathers (Grey and/or White Duck) ... ,, 19.75 
ss Pr » Wild Duck ...... » = 21.75 
Bb Ty 111 ae . 3.60 
Sesamum Need ...................... ieitdbekdac * 4.60 
Sezamum Seed Oil 2.0.0.0... 0s ccc eee eee eee es 7.90 
Vegetable Tallow Seed Oil ............0.. 84 7.90 
Wood OU cheeses dhckice ics bah aceiavcacnte » 7.90 
Tea Oil 00.0.0... » 9.00 


SHARE REPORT. 

Honexona, °9th April, 1904.—The market 
has continued active during the week under 
review, and a fair general business has resulted 
both for cath and time. Many rates have sub- 
stantially improved, notably Docks, Sugars, 
Lands, and Unions.. The market closes steady 
with an upward tendency. 

Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
ruled quiet with only a few small sales at $6574 
to report, and close with sellors at $655, 
Nationals changed hands early in the week at 
$36 and shares are now wanted at $38. 

Maeing Insvurances.—Unions have still 
further improved to $535 after small sales at 
$525, and close with buyers at the former rate. 
China Traders have found buyers at &f€0 and 
shares could row be placed at $594. Cantons 
have improved to §!90 with small eales at that 
rate. North Chinas and Yangtszes remain 
unchanged and witl out any local business, 

Fire Insurances.—Hongkongs-have been 
placed in a small way at $290 and $295, and 
Chinas at $€3}, the former stocks closing steady 
at quotation, and the latter at $83; we under- 
stand that tha local insurance companies were 
bat slightly affected by the fire at the Kowloon 
Godown last night, the chief loss from which 
will fall on the marine risks, the fire having 
taken place in- the sorting godown on goods 
recently landed. 

SnIPPING.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
in the early part of the week ruled firm and a 
foir cash business was transacted at $29; at time 
of writing the market is somewhat weaker with 
small sellers at $29. Indo-Chinas have receded 
to $94 after sal's ut $95, cash shares, however, 
are in demand at the former rate; on time sales 
have been effected at $95 for May, $98 for 
August, $99 for September, and at $102 and 
$101 for December ; market closes very firm at 
$94 for cash. Douglases remain at $364 but 
with sellers. Star Ferries (old) have been 
placed at $32 and at $2) for mew shares. China 
Manilas cuntinue quiet without business at $214. 
Shell Transports remain unchanged at 22/6d. 

REFINERIES.—Chinoa Sugars have further 
advanced to $138 cash after sales at $132 und 
$135, closing with further buyers at $138. On 
time a fair business has been dove at $1414 for 
May, $146 for September, and $150 for Decem- 
ber. Luzons remain unchanged and withont 
business. 

MINING.— We have no business or change of 
rates to report under this heading. 

Docks, WHARVES, anD Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampos Docks, continuing in de- 
mand, the rate gradually rose to $213 cash, 
the market closing firm at that rate. On time 
sales have been effected at $216 and $217 for 
June, and at $221 for August. Kowloon 
Wharves continue in request at $10.) with small 
sales. New Amoy Docks are on offer at $32 
without finding bayers. Farnbams remain 
quiet at Tls. 145. 

Lanps, Horses, AND Buiipines.—Hong- 
kong Lands have improved to $151 without 
bringingany shares on ths merket. West Points 
are enquired for at $52}, but no business is re- 
ported. Hotels have improved to $188 with 
buyers,’ but no shares are obtainable, Hum- 
phreys have been placed at $102 and $11. 

MisceLLase0vs, — Green Islands are en- 
quired for at $23, but none are obtainable at that 
rate. China Borneos have improved to $84, 
Watsons to $144, Gas to 150, and Dairy Farms 
to $134 al closing with buyers. Ices have 
been done at $2/0, and more shares are wanted 
at the rate. China Providenis have ruled 


at the advanced rate of $74. 


. (May 2, 1994, 


_ Closing quotations are as follows :— 
ComMPANY. Parw ue.) Quorarions. 


Banks — 
Hongkong & S’hai..| 


; ( $655, sellers 
$125 |) Trdon, £64. 


A. Shares ..... . £8 ($38, buyers 

B. Shares ...... 28 |$38, sales & buyers 

Foun. Shares...} © £1 |$10, 

Insurance— | 

Union .......cceeeereee $100 |$535, buyers 
China Traders ....... $25 |$60, sellers 
North China........... £5 |Tis. 674, sollers 
Yangtsze............... $60 ($123, ox div., 
Canton.......cccccseees $50 |$190, buyers 
Hongkong Fire ...... $50 |$295, buyers 
China Fire ..........: $20 |$83. sellers 


Steamship Coys.— 
H., Canton and M... 
Indo-China 8. N. ... 
China and Manila... 


Douglas Steamship $50 cece sellers 
$10 |$82, buyers 
oe Seedeeens $5 |$21, hive 
Shell Transport and 
Trading Const 41 22/6 
Do. pref. shares...... 210) 28 
Refineries— 

China Sugar ......... $100 |$128, buyera 
Luzon Sugar..........{_ $100 |$10, sellers 
Mining— ; 

Punjom ..... peadievees $11 |75 cta., sellers 

Do. Preference... $1 |25 cents 

Charbonnages ...... Fe. 250 |$500. 

Raubs ............000008 18/10d. /$6, cellers 
Docks, Ete.— 

H. & W. Dock ....... $50 |§213, buyers 

H. & K. Wharf & G. $60 |$100. buyers 

New Amoy Dock ... 


$63/2324, sellers 

8.C. F. Boyd &Co.... . 
Land and building— 
HongkongLand Inv. 
Kowloon Land & B. 
WestPoint Building 
Hongkong Hotel ...... 


Humphreys Estate. 


8’hai Land Ins. Co., Ld.|T]s 
Cotton Millse— 
FOWO!) becicesSdcauduceeed 
-International .... 
Laou Kung Mow ... 
Soychee ............... 


$161, buyers 
$35 


$523, buyers 
$188, buyers 
$11. 

$2.80, buyers 
Tis. 109. 


Tls. 33, sellers 
25. 


Hongkong ............ $10 |$14), sellers 
Green Island Cement. $10 ($23, buyers 
China-Borneo Co., Ld. ¥12 |$8%, buyers 
Watson & Co., A.8....} $10 |$144, buyers 


Hongkong Electric { 
Hongkong & C. Gas....| - 


Hongkong Rope.........) $50 { $140, sellera 
Fenwick & Co., Geo. $25 |$47}, buyers 
$25 


Hongkong Iee. ......... 
H. 


$210, salesé sellers 
H. L. Tramways... $300. 


Hk. Steam Water- 
Boat Co., Ld. ...... 5 $10 9152, sales 
Dairy Farm .......08 $6 $134, buyers 
Campbell, Moore & Co. $10 |$37, sellers 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A... 12/6 |$5, sellers 
United Asbestos ....... $4 |$93, buyers 

b ADO cas sees $10 ($210, buyers 

Tebrau Planting Co.... $5 ($1, sellers 
China Prov. L. & M. $LO |$9, sales 
Watkins rays eens $10 |374, buyers 
ChinaLight &Power 
Coy Tide: Secs saeecses } $10 |$5. : 
Powell, Ld.............06 $10 |$9%, buyers 
Shanghai and Hong- 

kong Dyeing aaa $50 1$50. 

Cleaning Co., Ld. : 


Canton, Hongkong Ice “$10 
Cigar Companies— : 
Alhambra Limited.| $500 
Phippine Tobacco ) 
- ‘Trust Co., Ld.y{ #20 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.,in their Share Report 
dated Shanghai 21th April, state:—Business has 
been quiet during the week, and the Stook in which 
the principal interest has been displayed has been 
Indos, which show a marked rise. Although 
transactions are quoted in the other principal 
stocks, the volume of business has- been small. 
The T 


$10, nominal - 
$200. 
$10, buyera 


I 


i 


May 2, 1904.} 


ie unpkctapedsl Gus tuk GH market opened on the 14th with buyors for 
" cash at Tle. 68. On the 15th sales were effocted 
for July at 714. On the 18th A ag delivery shares 
hrc Tasst at 694 and for J at 71. On the 
rs le shares wera placed pA 70 with salos at 
mI J On the 20th direct transactiona took 
place int these at Tis. 71 cash and April settlement, 
and for July at 78. At closing the market is 
weaker with sellers for July at 724 and for cash at 
71. Shell rts are in demand at 18/-. Tug 
Boate.—A number of transactions are reported on 
ordinary shares at 474 and 48, and in preference 
shares at 46}. Docks & Wharves. —8, C. Farn- 
sre Boyd & Co. Ld.—The market hag ruled 
htly weaker during the past week. Small 
Pm for forward delivery have come into the 
market with offera of shares at lower ratea for 
June and July delive Lower rates have also 
been done for cash. Lots offered have been small, 
larger lots, even a trifle higher, would have been 
accepted by purchasers. The market opened on 
the 14th sales for cash and April at 147; 146 
June. On the 18th shares were placed at 147 cash ; 
19th at 146 April delivery ; 20th at 145 for April, 
148 and 147 July. At closing there are buyers for 
cash at 146. Bhan hai & Hongkew Wharves. A 
demand has set in for these shares. Business haa 
been done at 150 cash and April settlement. 
Shares are in demand at 155 for cash and forward. 
Sugar Cos.—No business reported. Mining. —No 
business reported. Kaipings continue in demand 
at current rates. Lands. —Shanghai Lands have 
been placed at Tis. 107and 108. There are sellers 
at the pate gs st quotation. Industrial.—No business 
tton Stock. Gas shares o.n.i. have | 
eats placed at Tis. 115. ae at Tis. 874. Pulps 
at Tls. 112}. Shang: hai Waterworks at Tls. 400. 
. Maatecha ij, &., a Langkats. Business has 
been limited in this Stock daria the week. The 
market opened with sales at 2024 cash and 205 
April delivery; with sales for June at 300 ae 
, 8024, and later for June at 2974, and Jul 
Sumatras are in considerable demand, Tis. ar 
being offered for shares; but up to the moment 
pedis noeellera. Stores & Hotels, —Hall & Holts 
nay en placed at $30, there are sellers at this 
say and Astor House Hotels at $85. Miscel- 
laneous. —No business reported in Stocks under 
this heading. Telephones aro in considerable de- 
mand for small lots, and an advance on the 
poet rate would be ‘paid for shares. Loans.— 
o business reported. Sellers at quotations. 


EXCHANGE. 


Monpay. 2nd May. 

On Lonvon.— 
Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank Bills, on demand 1,955 


Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight 1/9}° 
Bank Bills, at 4 months' sight 1/94 
Credits, at a months’ sight .....,... 1/9 
Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 1/93 
“On Papis.— 
Bank Bills, on demand... 0 | 2224 
Credits 4 mouths’ sight |. 226} 
On GERMANY.— 
On demand... eee, 1814 
On New Yorx.— 
Bank Bills, on demand..,.......... 434 
Credit, 60 days' sight ....00........, 44 
ON Bomaay, ~ 
Telegraphic Transfer ..... ............ 132 
Bank, on demand ...,.................... 132} 
On Carcurra,— 
ve eraplis Transfer... 0.00.2... . 132 
Bank, on demand ........... ......... 182} 
‘ON SHANGHAI. — 
Bank, at sight 0... oe 724 
Private, 30 days’ sight................ 73} 
On Yokouama.—On demand 87} 
x On MAnrILa—On demand.................. Nom. 
’ On SInGAPoRE:—On demand ............ Nom. 
On Batavia.—On demand __............ 1064 
On HarpHona.—On demand ........ 2?p.c.pm. 
On Sargon.—On demand _............ 2$p oc pm. 
Ow BANGKOK.—On demand .............. 63 
Sovrrgians, Bank's Baying Rate ... .. 811.15 
Gotp Lear, 180 fine, per tael .. .. $58.50 
Bak RILVER, POT OB. icici edcece Seb enees 254 


FREIGHTS. 

From. Hankow per Conference Steamers.—To 
London and Northern Continental ports:—Tea 52/6 
per ton of 40 cubic feet. General cargo 52/6 per ton 
of 4Ocubic feet. Seeds 47/6 per ton on 2 cwt. To 
Marseilles and Havre :—Goneral 48/- net per ton 
of 40 cubic feet. Seeds 47/6 net ton of 20 
cwt. To New oes a terous "38 centa 

Ib. gross. To New York (viz Sues ny hes 
oa of 40 cubic feet. To Shanghai 
1.80 per ton of 13 half-chests, To "Shanghat, _ 
General, Taels 1.80 per ton weight or measurement 
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hd SA A OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
: SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTUERS SINCE LAST 
MAIL. 


April— ARRIVALS. 
1, Hongmoh, British str., from Straits. 


2: Alaority, British das.-ves. from Mirs Bay. 
22, Albion, British battleship, from Mirs Bay. 
22, Amphitrite, British cruiser, from Mirs Buy. 
from Mirs Bay. 


99" Centurion, British eal 


22, Creasy, Britigh cruiser, from Mire Bay. 


22! Glory, British battleship, from Mirs Bay. 


92" Ocean, British battleshi 
22, Sirius, British oruiser, 
22, Ven 
99. Anghin 


, from Mira Bay. 
rom Mirs Ba 
noe, British b’ ship, from Mirs Bay 
British str., from Bangkok, 
22, Bares. “British atr,, from Bombay. 
22, Chusan, British atr., from Bombay. 
£2, Decima, German atr., from Saigon. 
22, Espiegle, British sloop, from Weihsiwei. 
22, Kampot, French str., from Saigon. 
22, Mathilde, German atr., from Swatow. 
2. Nigretia, British str., from Moji. 
29 Progress, German atr., from Swatow. 
v9" Frometheus, British atr., from Liverpool, 
92) Standard, Norwegian atr,, from Colombo. 
92 Thales, British str., from "Taiwanfoo. 
* 23, Algoa, British str., ‘from San Francisco. 
23, Batavia, German str., from Moji. 
23, China, German str, from Saigon. 
23. Elis. Rickmers, Ger. str., from Bangkok, 
23, Empire, British str. from Australia. 
25, :Gen. Bagedano, Chilian t.- -8., from 8’poie. 
23, Hanyang Brit:sh str.. from Canton, 


23. iIohang, ‘British atr., from Chinkiang. 
23. German atr., from Shanghai. 
23, Triumph, German str., from Coast Ports. 


93, Woogkoi, German str., from Bangkok. 
94, Esang, British str., from Tientsin. 
24, Haiching, British str, from Coast Ports. 
24, Hangeang, British str., from Shanghai. 
24, Hoihow, British atr., from Canton, 
24, Hue, French str., from Kwangchauwan. 
24. Katanga. British str., from Moji. 
24, Purnea, British str., from Singapore. 
24, Rajabari, German atr., from Bangkok. 
24, Simoom, British str., frem Barry. 
24, Taiwan, British str., ‘from pe laa 
24, Trocas, British str,, ‘from Singa 
24, Wachang, British atr., from Cebu 
24, Melita, German str. from Keaueuhaea. 
24, Sado Maru, Japanese str., from Singapore. 
24. Sungkiang. British str., from Manila, 
24, Toesta, British str., from Yokohama. 
25, Borneo, German atr., from Sandakan. 
25, Coulsdon, British str., from Barry. 
25, Crown of Arragen, Brit. str., from Cardiff, 
25, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. 

5, (Loksang, Britishcatr., from Canton. 

ubi, British ‘str., from Manila. 

oS Shaobsing, British atr., from Canton. 
95) Strassburg, German atr., from 
25, Tamaui, British str., from Shanghai. 
25, Telemachus, British str., from Japan 
25. Whampoa, British str , from Canton. 
25,-Yuensang, British str., from Manila. 
26, (Bayern, German str, from Bremen. 
26, Borg. Norwegian atr,, from Bangkok. 
26, C. Apoar, British atr., from Caloutta. 
26, Chiyuen, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 


26, Emma Luyken, German str., from ls 


96, Franz Ferdinand, Aust. str. from Kobe. 
26, (iKwangtah, Chinese str., from Canton, 
26, Machew, German str., from Pangkok. 
26, Mad. Rickmers, Ger. str. :from Badgkok, 
26, Monterey, U.S. monitor, ‘from Catton. 

, Orange, Norwegian str., from Newport. 
26, Oriel, British str, from. Moji 
26, P. Heinrich, Ger. str., from Yokohama, 


. 26, Prometheus, Norwegian str., from Y'’hama. 


26, Thales, British atr., from Swatow. 

27, Benmobr, British atr., from London. 

27, Choysang, British str., from Shenghai. 
27, Gaea, German str.. from Saigon. 

27, J. Diederichten, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
27, Palawan. British str., from Shanghai. 
27, Pingsuey, British -te., from Tacoma. 


27, Store Nordiske, Danish str., from Touron. 


27. Tiger, German ¢ unboat, from Amoy. 
27, Tingsang, British sfr., from Wahu. 
27,7 jilatjap, Dutch str., from Macassar. 
28, Aragonia, German atr.. from Hamburg. 
28, Chowfa, German str., from Bangkok. 
2B, (Daphne, German sir., from Sieceeas 


28, Glenogle, British str., from Sin 
28, Hoihao, Freach str., from Sa ri 
: 98, unan, British str., "from 


April— 


Hamburg. 


28, Kashing, British str., from Tientsin, - - 
98, Kiukiang, Britiah str, from) Chinkiang. : 

. Strave, German str., from Tamsni, 
28° Oceano, British str., from Si; 
98. Roseley, British atr., from 
28, Vengeance, British b’ ahi “frogs Mirs Ba 
99, Andromeda, British or., from ‘Portsmouth, 

29, Angus, British atr., from Bs 
29, Cressy, British oruiser, fone alive Buy. 
29, Glonfalloch, British str., from Singapore. 
29, Holstein, German str., from Saigon, 
29, J. B. Leeds, Amr. sohr., from Manila. 
29, Maocqaain, British str., from Moji. 
29, Piteanulok, German str., a Bangkok. 
29, Solveig, Norwegian atr., f rom Barry. 
29, Tartar, British str., from Vancouver. 
29, Themie, Norwogian str., from Kobe. 
ae Tyr, Norwegian 8'r., from Hon 
osang, British atr., from Wahu. 
38) Wuhn. British ste., from .Waho. 
30; Ardandearg, British str., from Moji. 
3u, Chibli, British str., froma Tientain. 
80, Hanoi, French str., from Haiphong. 
30, Kaifong, British str., from Manils. . 
30, Karin, Swedish str, from Saigon. 
30, Kwongsing, British str., from Shanghai. 
30. Lyeemoon, German atr., from Ohinkiang. 
30, Signal, Germad str, fram Bangkok. 
30. Tritos, German str., " trom Swatow, 
DEPARTURES. 
22, Bonbour, French str., for Saigon. 
on British Trader, Britieh atr., for Rangoon, — 
2, Germ iia, German atr., for Moji. 
00 Haitan, Rritish str., for Coast Ports, 
99" Hyson, British atr., "for Vancouver, 
29° Keongwai, German atr., for Bangkok, 
22. Puklat. German atr., for Kobe. 
22, Pronto, German str, for Tloilo. 
22. Takeang, Britisb atr., for Bangkok. 
23, Bengal. British str,, for Europe 
23, Chusan, British str., for Shanghai, 
23, Clavering, British atr,, for Portland. 
23, Kolipse, Britizh oruiser. for Weihaiwei. 
23, Kwangse, British atr, for Shangh ‘i. 
93) Laertes. British str., for Saigon. 


gapere, 


23, Mathilde, German atr,, for Hoihow. 


23, Nanshan, British str., tor Amoy. 
23) Oscar II , Norwezian. str., for ‘chinotsu, 
23, Progress, Norw. str., for Tourane. - 
23, Taishan, British str., for Hongay. 
23, Taiyuan, British str., for Australis. 
23, Thales, British str., for Swatow. 
23, Yunnan, British atr., for Amoy. 
23, Zafiro. British atr., for Manila. 
24, Arrow, British 4. mn. barque, for Chili, 
24, Banoa, British str., for Shanghai, 
24, Batavia, German str, for Bangkok. © 
24, Devawongse, German str, for Bangkok, | 
24, Empire, Britich str., for Shanghai, 
24, Fausang, Hritish atr., for Hongay. 
24, Giang Bee, British str., for Amoy. 
24, Hanyang, British str, for Shanghai. 
24, Hongmoh, British atr, for Amoy, 
4, Onsang, British str., for Saigon. 
24, Prometheus, British str.,, for Shanghai. 
24, Frithjof, Norwegian atr. for Tamsui. 
25, Chenan, British str., for Shanghai. 
25, Cowrie, British str., ‘for Foochow, 
25, Hangaang, British atr., for C. nton, 
25, _Hoihow, British str., for Shanghai: 
25, ‘Tohang. British ate., "for Canton. 
25, Marco Polo, Italian’ oruiser, for Chefoo. 
25, Pronto, Norwegian str. , for Bangkok. 
25, Tresta, British str., for Singapore. 
25 Taiwan, British atr., for Canton. 

5. Cresey, British cruiser, for Mirs Bay, 
25, Rinaldo, British sloop, for Sandakan. 
25, Vengsance, Brit‘sh b'ship, for Mirs Bay. 
26, Chiyuen. Chinese str., for Canton. 
28, Emma oe ieieap Ger. str., for Yokohama. 
26, Esang, British str., for Canton. 


- 26, Haiching, British atr., for Coast Ports. 


26, Hue, French str. for Hai hong. 
26, Kampot, French ‘str, for Baigon, 
26, Laisang, British str., for Calcutta, 
26, Sado Maro , Japanese str, for Japan. : 
26, Kamen, German str, for Bangkok. 
26, San Francisco, U.S, orniser, for Manila, 
26. Shaohsing, British str,. for Shangbai. 
26, Taiwan, ritish str., for Canton, 
iN Tamaui, British atr., for Canton, 

6, Trocas, British str.. for Hsnkow. 

a Yucnsang, British str., for Manila. 
27, Athenian, British atr., “for Vancouver, 
27, Bayern, German atr,, for Shanghai. 
27, Coulsdon, British str,, for Saevbo. 
27, Decima, German atr., for Saigon. 
27, Foyle, British str., for Kobe. 


+ 


Mr. and Mrs. 
« Schmidt, Mrs..Fitchner, son and child, Mrs. 


27, Hongkong, French str., for Haiphong. 
27, Kohsichang, German str., for Bangkok. . 
27, Kwangtah, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
97, Lokeang, British str., for Bangkok. 

27, Nigretia, British str., for Moji. 

2%, Palawan, British str., for London. | 
27, Prins Heinrich, German str., for Europe. 
27, Sishan, British.str., for Amoy. 

27, Strassburg, German atr., for Shanghai. 
27, Triumph, German str., for Coast Ports. 
27, Whampos, British str., for Shanghai. 

28, Albion, British battleship, for Mirs Bay. 
28, Amphitrite, British oruiser, for Mirs Bay. 
28, Centurion, British b'ship, for Mirs Bay. 
98, Glory, British battleship, for Mirs Bay. 
28, Ocean, British battleship, for Mirs Bay. 
28, Sirius, British cruiser, for Mirs Bay. 

28, Anghin, British str., for Swatow. 

28, China, German str., for Saigon. 

28, Purnea, British str., for Amoy. 

28, Shantung, British str., for Saigon. 

98, Store Nordieke, Danish str., for a cruise. 
98, Thales, British str,, for Coast Ports. 

28, Tingsaog, British etr., fer Canton. 

29, Benmohr, British str., for Shanghai. 

29, E. Rickmers, German str., for Bangkok. 
29, Lord Ormonde, Brit. str., for Pondicherry. 
29, Nithsdale, British str., for Kobe. 

29, Rajaburi, German str., for Bangkok. 

29, Solveig, Norwegian str., for Shanghai. 
29, Sungkiang, British str., for Manila. 

29, Telomachus, British str., for London, 

29, Wongkoi, German str., for Bangkok. 

29, Wuchang. British str., for Cebu. 

80, Borg, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. =: 
30, Chiyoda Maru, Japanese str., for Kobe. 
80, Esang, British str., for Tientsin. 

80, F. Fer sinand, Anat. str., for Singapore. 
80, Glenogle, British str., for Amoy. 

80, Hailan, French str., for Hoihow, 

80, Hangeang, British str., for Shanghai. 

30, Indravelli, British str., for Loilo. 

$0, Jacob Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Hoihow. 
$0, Kwanglee, Chinese str, for Canton. | 
30, Melita, German str., for Yokohama, 
50, Prometheas, Norw. str., for Bangkok. 

30, Rubi, British str., for Manila. 

80; Siberia, American str., for Shanghai, 


PASSENGER LIST. 
ABRIVED. | 
Per Chusan, for Hongkong, from London 
Capt. Greet, R.N., Lieuts. R. 8. Hewlett an 
J. 8. Harris, 2nd Lieut. K. E, L. Creighton, 
Surgeon Thomas, Messrs. P. B. Sharp, A. J. 
Hirst, J. A. Dove, &. B. Steadman, G. F. 
Malden, A. Course, C. E. Nicholas, A. Clarke, 
. Woodward, W. H. Dowling, T. H. Flaber- 
ay J. A. Millar, J. Riggs, A. Bushfield, A. 
athews, and A. G. Prince; from Marseilles, 
Mrs. Bickersteth, Messrs. 8. H. Michael, H. A. 
Courlney, T. James, and A.W. Wilson; from 
Brindisi, Mrs. Gordon, Miss Flash. and Dr. 
Anderson; from Aden, Mr. and Mrs. Gray Scott, 
and. Mr. KF. Hohnke; from Suez, Mr. and Mrs. 
- Pierce; from Bombay, Capt. 8. Hunt; from 
Colombo, Mrs, Chichester; from Singapore, 
Mrs. Dunlop, Mrs: Gardiner, Lieut. Moore, 
Messrs, Cooke, Way, Stewart, Guteires, and 
~ Walleom: for Shanghai, from London, Mr, and 
Mrs. Anton; Mrs. Carson and infant, and Mr. 
Barrett; from Marseilles, Mr. and Mrs. Walker 
and infant, Messrs, J. W. Stevenson, W. H. 
: Boyd, and Somelkh; frou Aden, Mr. and Mrs. 
' Kubalo, Mr. and Mra. Shadgett, 


Moyer and 2 children, Mr. and Mrs, Stern, 
Mosars, L. Keiser, J. Hamminck, Bramsch, 
Brucher, Rossenberger, Stebner, Verrne, and 
Lester: for Yokohama, from London, Mi 
“McCaul and St. Aubyn; from Marseilles, 
W. Hill;.from Aden, Mr. and Mrs. Gray Kurins, 
Messrs. Nutter, Kracke, and Sanger. 

Per ire, from Australis for Hongko 
Hon. and-Mra. C, K. MaoKellar, Mr. snd M 
J. E. ‘Moseley, Rushby, Cowey, 8::Coelho and 

_ three children; ‘Yale and-two daughters, Mr. and 
Miss. ‘Buteo, Mrs. Fujii, OC. Smith, M. E. 
Dunster,:A. Garrett and twa -vhildren, Capt. 
Gonsalves, W: Jolinston, Misses MaocKellar, 
Cowey, Smith, K. Bassetf, Mesars. B. M. M 
Kellar,. K Richardson, A. MoLennan, W. W. 
Morris;-Ws F. Stevenson, B. Croll, J. Chapman, 
- B Nakasunit, R7Falooner, H: G: Nixon, E. 
Blyth, J: Jenkins.“M. R. Morgado, F. A. Me 
A. P. dos Santos, A: J: Coffee and Colonel H 

Per Prins: Hetarich, for Fri tobe from 
Yokohama, &c., Mr. and Mra. Orchar, Inr. ahd 


. | seilles;. Rev. and Mis. Engdahl and 3: child 
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Mrs, Dimitrieff, Mr. and Mrs. Janorsky, Capt. 
J. Bohn, Vicé-Consul Macuss, Miss M. Russell, 
Messrs. Mahlke. O. Winter, 8. 8. Somckh, M. 
Fuchs, F. E. Shaw, Merecky, Ilsemann, Kraus, 
Goldenstadt, Heinrich, Holzberg, Kleemann, 
T. 8. Tohichowsky. Spade, Reimann, Seikmann, 
Weinberg, Larkso, Bantonsoff, Siebert, Skouma, 
Qchwarts, Jachins, Pronine,-and Stusbris. 


Per Bayern, for Hongkong. from Bremen, 
Misses Maggie and Minnie Matthaey; from 
Southampton, Mr. and Mrs. N. G. Nolan, 
Messrs. David Wood, John Lowe, Wm. Hunter, 
Thomas Mu io, and T. G. Richards; from Genoa, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tiberu and infant, Misses Tessie 
Vornberger, Lecky, and Tilly Hornof,. Messrs. 
L. Tidell, Ing. Boulanger, Ferdinand Lind, 
and Walter Franke; from Naples, Mr and Mrs. 
F, W. v. Buskirk; from Colombo, Misses B. 
Smith, T. Farquharson, A. Peacock, and L. 
Parker, Messrs. H. M. Harrop, V. Reiffenstaal, 
F. Howell, and A. Sllenberger; from Penang, 
Mr. J. A. Smith; from Singapore, Mrs. James, 
Inspector and Mrs. Gidley, Messrs. H. Schneider, 
Crisp. Arbenz,and Giuseppe Villa: for Shanghai, 
from Bremerhaven, Mrs. Anna Paehlke, Messrs. 
Wilh. Watermann, Heinrich Streitbiirger, and 
Alsis Rauch: from Bremen, Mrs. Minna Zépke, 
Mrs. H. Frielingbaus and family, Mrs. Martha 
Stiddig, Mrs. O. Crackan and children, Misses 
Emma Koster and Emma Witt, and Mr. Oscar 
Meuser; from Hambarg, Messrs. Josef Hagen 


| Kotter, Wilhelm Schmidt, W. Sundermeyer, 


H. Kroger, C. Fromeyer, Eugen Kobler, and 
Miss £. Bojak; from Antwerp, Miss E.Symann; 

from Sonthampton, Hon. and Mrs. Lancelot 
Carnogi, Misses Mariota Carnegie, Schuster, 

Mabel Lewis, Ellen Howard, Messrs. Edgar 
W. Buchanan, Frank Kennedy, and C. J. 

Thomson; from Genoa, Vice-Consul Dr. and Mrs. 

v, d. Hyde, Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Bourdan, Prof. 

H. Giille, Dr. Bohlen and family, Misses M. 

Hosemann and Luck, Messrs. W. D. Graham, 

A. Sugoten and family, James Johnston. 8. W. 

Litwinoff, Buchinger, M. Hafermann, J. P. 

Roberts, and mil Gabriel; from Suez, Messrs, 

Elias, Maldritgki, and Lobokowski; from 

Naples, Mr. and Mrs. H. Neale, Messrs. Nikita 
Molcbanoff, &. K. Bull, and Lorenzo Poggi; 

from Port Said, Mr. and Mrs. 8. Smith, Mr. and 

Mrs. Nagel, and Mr. Berkowitz, from Colombo, 

Messrs. von Seckendorf, W. G. Gregory, J. W. 

Donald, M..Reichsborn, and Mittelbach; from 

Singapore, Mrs. Shapico, Miss Carmen, Master 

Herbert Hudson, Messrs. G. T. Davies and B. C. 

D. Gray: for Yokohama, from Hamburg, 

Messrs. Sadutoski Jasugi, Motobacki Jagi, and 

Otosabaro Murato; from Antwerp, Mr. B.. 
Aduohi; from Southampton. Miss Edith Buer, 

Messrs. T. Tanaka and Hidesabaro Iwanaga; 

from Genoa, Miss C. Sturzenegger, Prof. A. 

Hofmann, Merars. C. Trobitius and von Hardt; 

{rom Colombo, Megara. L. Scharpensell and H.T. 
R. Despard; .from Penang, Mrs. Cowling, Mr. 
and Mrs. Mower; from Singapore, Mr. and Mrs. 
F. 8. Cameron, and Mr. H C. Ehrenfels: for 
Kobe, from Southampton, Mrs. A. Bickel, and 
Miss Lowe; from Colombo, Mr. Conrad Bigchoff: 
for Nagasaki, fron Penang, Mrs. O’Natjisan. 
Mrs. O’Joueh, and Mrs. O’Toyo. 


sf : DEPARTED. 

Per Salazte, for Saigon, Messrs, Marques de 
Barthelmy, Alex. L. Stein, and Dr. H. R. 
Macaley; for Singapore, Measrs. G. F. Witton, 
Y. Nakamora, Michel Gantus, Chas. Benjamin, 
and Capt. Chanzy; for Colombo, Lieut. Weh- 
meyer;-for Port Said, Lieut. Gonbomin and 
Mr. Mondrik; for Marseilles, Messrs. Jgnacis 
Frederico, Leforte, Maistre, A. P. Souza Jose 
Vaz, C. Augusto da Souza, and Jose M. Garcia. 

Per Benga, from Hongkong, for Singapore, 
Mrs. Josephine Malcolm and 2 children, Mrs. 
Osuki Wada, Private Joseph Short, Messrs. 
Miyosi Wada, A. G. Newcomen, and Cooke; 
for Bombay, Mr. T. K. Kakajeemalla; for 
London, Mr. and Mrs, W. F. Ford and daughter, 
Master Ford, Mrs. Rawcliffe, Mrs. and Master 
Johnston, two Misses:Goodman and 2 children, 
Inspector Warnock, Measrs. G. A. Bnokland, 
David Kyle, R.N., B. J. Barlow, and J. K. 
Hutton: from Shanghai, for Penang, Mr. H. 
‘Kynard; for Colombo, Mrs. and: Miss Miller; 
for Bombay, Mr. Luxmon Chinays; ;for Mar- 
ren; 
for London. Mrs. J. P. Douovan, Capt. and Mrs. 
Bagshawe;:Mesers. W. H. Barbam, A. R. Graves, 
C. D. Nicholls, and R. BR. Hynd, and Miss 
Szitivary : from Kobe, for Penang, Mr. R. Mit- 


chell: from Yokohama, for|London, Mrs: and 
Mise Dodds, Messrs. J. Dodds,,‘Graliam,. P. 
Siverton, and @. Pocock. erage 


Per Teves, for: Shanghai; Mr: and Mrs. E, 
Merow, Mr. and:Mrs. O..'Tiberii,; Mr. and: Mrs: 
T. Palmer, Mra. A.:Goethe,| Mrs,C..M Senna, 
Mrs. J. G. Pereira, Missey“T. Hong. and M. 
Beringer, Messrs. A. J, Coffeo; R. M. Falconer, 
R. Herfurth, Max Jacobs; 
Mahar; for Nagasaki, Mr. H. Widemann, Mrs. 
Okiku, and Mrs, Cturi; for/ Kobe, Mesars. C. J. 
Barett, Schreiber, Tardel,/ and Schroeder; for 
Yokohama, Mr. and Mrs. Lorguet, Mrs, L. Hag, 
Mr. and Mrs. K. R. Kertezey, Miss B. Smith, 
Dr. C. Fahnenslock, Messrs. R. Otto, E. Kilian, 


and E. Johannsen. 


Per Prinz Heinrich, from Hongkong, for 
Hamburg, &e., Mr. and Mrs. Agnew, Mr, and 
Mrs. Anderson and children, Mr. and Mrs. L. L. 
Bailey, Capt. and Mrs. Bainbridge, Mr. and Mrs. 


8. Behr, Mrs. A. Brammer and children, Mr. 


and Mrs. G.T.Bryan, Mts. Conolly and children, , 


Mr. and Mrs. Coulcher and children, Mrs. Czer- 
winsky and child, Mr, jand Mrs. W. Danger, 
Rev. and Mrs. Dunn, Mra, Fair, Mrs. Froberg 
and child, Prof. and Mrs. Goodrioh and children, 
Mrs. Gruenberg, Mrs.j Heinrich and children, 


Mrs. J. Hellendorn, Mrs. and Miss Hill and — 


children, Mra, Carl C. Jeremiassen and children, 
Mr. and Mrs, H. Jessen and children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith Rollo and children, Mrs. Kelleormann; 
Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Kinoops, Mrs. Lachal, Mr. 
and Mrs, Langereis add ohildren, Mr. and Mrs. 


. L. Smith, and R, 


Landberg, Mrs Lederer, Mr. and Mra. A. . 


Lehmeyer, Mrs. Macdonald, Mrs. Molson and 
children, Mrs, Meyes,;Mr. and Mrs. Mills, Mrs, 
Pinkérton and childrén, Mr. and Mrs. Pastor 
Rohn and children, Mrs. O, Roenberg and child, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Schaerff and chijdren, Mr, and 
Mrs. Pfarrer Shueler and children, Dr. and Mrs, 
Synge, Rev. and Mrs Thoborn- and children, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Wallace, Mr, and Mrs. 
Aug. Walte and children, Mr., Mrs, and Master 


Woodmann, Mr. and Mrs. A. Siegenspeck, 
Hon. H. H. Cameron, Misses B ment (2), St. 
Clair, F. Hahn; Oelberg, Schalken, und Schultz, 


Mr. and Miss Richards, Mr, and 2 Misses 
Strangmann, Master Pederson, Messrs. M. 
Baring, A. Walter Beam, A. Bell, Boxall, W. 8. 
Brown, C. Brandt, van Buren Lensinok, 
Techniker Barhaus, C. W.Calom, G. Canova, 
C. D. McCracken, E.. Delbanco, B, Deveson, A. 
Dixon, Henri Deveson, W. H. Donovan, J. 
Demster, C. Ebell, B. van Egmond, Forke, R. 
Garrow, Robt. Grenling. DM. riffith, Zahim- 
Asp. Guenther, A. Haaf, E. BR, Hayes, H. T. 
Hancock, J, Horning, E. A. K. Juckson, M. 
Kagajuo, G. E. Kitching, J. C. L. Liethoff, R. 
Luetgens, L. Melosch, O. E. Oliffe, Ramchand, 
Pansey, Refardt, Wm. Ressler, CO. B. Rickett, 
3.3, Rietbergh, Ad, Rodenbeck, v. Schmidt- 
Ernsthausen. F. Schwarzhopf, Y. Shibuya, 
Johs. Stampff, Struessle, M.J.Thiele, Urbancik, 
W.J. Vine, Walker, KH. Way, Ph. -Williams, 
Frz. Woas, Workmann, aud Miss Isabel Unite. 


Per Palawan, from Hongkong, for Brindisi. 
Mr. W. M. Von Pustan; from London, Mr. and 
Mrs. MoNeile and 3:children, ‘Mrs. D 
2 children, Mrs. Moorhead and 3 children, Mr., 
Mrs. and Miss Dodds, and Mr. J. Mitchell: 
from Shanghai, for London, Mr, and Mrs. J. A. 
Thomson and child, Mrs. G. C, Darre1 and 2 


ing and | 


children, Mr. and Mrs. ‘Thos, Mitchell. Dr.and _ 


Mrs. Judd, Mrs. Murray and child, Mra. J. B, 
Fitzgibbon and 2 children, Rev. W. and Mrs. 
Deans and child, Mrs. J. W. Barber and infant, 
Misses Watson, Macfarlane, Casady, and Gracie 
Smith, Masters W. and T. Smith and W. Pirrie, 
Messrs, T. H. Blowey, R. Hough, H. L. Harvey, 
F. L Crompton, and D. G. Comming:” from 
Kobe, for London, Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Murra 

aad 2 children, Messrs, A. W.. Allen and H, 
Hunter: from Yokohdma, for London, Capt. 
Townsend, Messrs. H. M. Arnould, C. Dahlgran,. 
A. Barber, G. Larsen, EB, Nylroe, H. Rasmiasen, 
F. Jensen, BR. Irmer;:K; Peterson, A, Griskas, 
H. B. Forbes, O- Nordland, -M. Said, A. Schom- 
koff, M. Jenest, W. Oarstensen,. T. Benson, (0. 
Belits, BR. -Susuki,: A: Anderson; -F:. Hebble, 0. 
Sunstrom, W: Wusmann, F: Hunter, :D: Cooper, 
D. J. Evasis,. 2 R: Charlton;‘and T::Porter::- «. 
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